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CHAP. XXXL 



MRS. Herner and I fet out at the 
very moment (he had appointed ; 
for I foon found, that Ihe was as re- 
gular as a pendulum. I could have wifh- 
ed (he had borne a more extenfivc 
refemblance to a clock •, conftant tick- 
ing, indeed, might have been too 
much -, but had (he ftruck, though it 
had been only once an hour, it would 
have been a great relief to me ; for 
I felt an ardent longing to talk 5 con- , 
vinced by her fcx* and age,- that (he 
Vol. II. B was. 
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2 OPHELIA. 

was, by mdination, loquacioi», 1 feeped" 
to vanquifh her obftinate filence by 
the force of temptation ; and accord- 
ingly afke4 her various <|uel]lions9 and 
fucb as I thought might be- moft in- ' 
tcrefting, but without the leaft efFcft; 
not a fingle word in anfwer could I 
obtain; and at laft defifted in de- 
fpair; keeping" the refl: of the' day an. 
inviolable filence. 

As I had-, for a confiderable time, 
no employ but gazing- aif my fellow 
traveller's outward form, I wul make 
your ladyfliip my companion in it, 
% *4efcribing h^r to you. Mrs. Hei:-. 
ner was a little woman, near fifty years 
of age very thin and brown, with, 
a very long nofe and chin, hollow 
cheeks,, wide mouth, fcarcely any eye- 
brows^ and light grey eyes, which, 
however, were not void of a fweet-. 
riefs, denoting fome portion of good 
humour in the mind that animated 
them. Dejeftion and humiliation ap- 
peared in her whole afpeft ; her air, 
' and' ev^ry lookjj were priip and de- 
mure^ ' ' . 

once 
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I once faw Mrs. Hertier before I was 
taken prifoner by her coufin, and them 
fcarnt a little of her hiftory, which I 
feall impart. 

Mrs. Hcrncr had originally a mode- 
rate fortune, and, on the death of the 
Marchionefs's mother, "who was her 
coufin-german, and intimate friend, 
fee took the Mirchionefs to live with 
her, being moved to compaffion by 
her being left intirely deftitute of ^ 
provifion. Mrs Herner, from the time 
ihe firft became pofleflfed of her. for- 
tune, lived above her income •, and 
though fhe perceived the principal' was 
every year decreafir^, fhe had not pru- 
dence to retrench. The rank in which 
flie lived, gave fair opportunity to thd 
Marchionefs's charms to win her a 
more lafting provifion than (he could 
have received frohi Mrs. Herner; ac- 
cordingly, before fhe was eighteen^ the 
Matquis of Trente faw her, and becom- 
ing truly enamoured, married her : but 
KVed a' very fhort time after railing her 
to the rank and fortune which gave ' 
birth to her uncontrouled infolcnce. 

B a Mrsi 
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Mrs. Herner's fortune lafted a ve- 
ry few years beyond this marriage j 
and, by a ftrangc. fatality, Ihe fpent 
to the laft fhilling before ftie attempt- 
ed to Icfieh her cxperices. When flie 
had no longer means, to fupport them, 
the Marchionefs feemed to hold out 
the hand of confolation to her, in- 
,viting. her hon[)e-,: but the poor wo- 
man foon found that pride, n<Jt ge- 
nerofity, offered heJ: this neceflary re- 
lief; for the Marchionefs hjade her 
exchange poverty for wretchednefs. 
She efteemed fo highly an aft (he 
was bound in dvtty to perform, that left 
Mrs^ Herner Ih'ould be Icfs fenfiblc of 
the weight .of itbe obligation, flie refrelh- 
ed her remembrance coniinually, and 
expefted, in return for her charity, 
that (he fhould undertake the care of 
her family, . and comply with every 
inclination her ladyftiip fhould conde- 
fcend to fignify. Her paflions were 
extremely violent, and never appeared 
in fuch full luftre as when her un- 
happy coufin was the objedl 5 for as flic 
had no other dependance, Qxc knew 
ihe muft endure all. 

Thus 
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Thus tha poor woman, for a fiib- 
fiftence, fold herfelf to the moil abjed 
flavery : but fhe was too proud to 
take any other m^ans of gaining a 
fupport.. " Pride that licks the duft," fhe 
had, but no true fpirit ; for to paci- 
fy the Marchionefs in her furies, (lie 
would defcend to the meaneft flat- 
tery, and was ruled by a frown or 
a nod. - From a continual . fervile com- 

J)liance with the will of another, fhe 
oft all liberty of thought, of which 
only one's own meannefs can deprive 
one. She entirely forgot the method 
.of pronouncing the word no-, her 
language was compofed of nothing 
but exprefTions of afTent and affirma^ 
tives; and fhe would contradid: her 
own fenfes as often as her violent 
and capricious coufin happened to 
.ern So accuftomcd to obey, fhe 
fcarcely could find out terms that 
would exprefs her refufal of the li- 
berty fhe dared not grant me. I 
fometiaies miftook her negatives for 
confent, and ihould not have difco- 
vered my error, had fhe not checked 
B 3 me 
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me when I was gCMng to acSl in confc- 
quence of it. 

In this lively manner did we travel 
for three days, without accident or 
interruption. But, the night of the 
third, as I was beginning to undrefe 
myfelf, after having fat a little time 
meditating on my deplorable fitua- 
tion, I was alarmed with the cry of 
*' fire, murder, rape, beaft, brute, 
*' favage !" The clamour I could dif- 
tinguifh to come from Mrs. Hcrncr's 
Toom, and thinking myfelf boqnd in 
duty to aflift even ray enemy, I 
ran to try what I could do towards 
her relief. When I entered, I per- 
ceived her with a double towel round 
her head, by way of night-cap, in a 
ihort ragged bed-gown, Handing by 
a bed, in which was a man who held 
faft by one corner of her little jerkin, 
I did not comprehend the motive for 
this detention, confequently knew not 
the caufe of her fear-, but fenfible 
that I alone was not fufficient to refcuie 
her from the arnas pf this giant, I 
attempted to open a door, in the paf- 
fage, in order to call in more ufe- 

ful 
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ful peopk, but found it locked, the 
coflfequence of my= goaler*s care- of 
roe. Had I not been of a moft cha^ 
citable difpofuion^ nefentment might 
have prompted me to let h«r fuffer 
by the means ftie had taken to jiro^ 
ioflg my captivity-, but I conquered 
the impulfe, and taking the key out 
©f her packjpt^ iet in our hoftefs^ and 
ibme of her fervants^ who, like my^btf, 
had been ^ttra<5ted by the noife^ 

Oar landlady I fbUnd more equai 
tQ the tafk. than I was 4 ihe fooil 
irefeued the timorbus virgirl, telling the 
-g^ntlenmn,. ^kh a very fonorous vdicc^ 
that ^' (he wondered he, who was a 
"Juftice of the Peace and Quorum 
"fliould fa difturb a quiet family ; for 
*' her part, (he would not fuffer fucfl 
*' normom behaviour in her houfe, not 
'' even by his hcrfiour's worftiip.'* 

He, with a voice that denoted much 
(kepineft, replied^ *' woman hold tliy 
'^brawling; I huve not difturbed thy 
*' Gurfed houfe ; I was deeping qui- 
*^ etly when that wench waked me. 
*' She has a mind to coy it a little 
*' nOw,^ bi;]t the jade was willing enough 
7::. B 4 « 10 
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** to come to bed to me before I aflced 
" her. I did not want company ; 
** but I {torn to difappoint a woman\ 
« and I (hall have her ftill for all 
*' thy clamour-, for I know Ih'e is 
** kind at bottom." 

At this declaration, Mrs. Heirner 
fcreamed out, *' O fave me ! prefcrve 
*« my honour! do not let the wi<iked 
•' %retch tome near me ;" and caught 
up a candle to light her in her 
flight. Being obliged to pafs by the 
fide of the bed,, in order to get to 
the door, the man had a much more 
perfe<5fc view of the affrighted fair 
than he had before, whofe appearance, 
I muft confefs, was not very alluring ; 
for her lips were greafed with tallow, 
her eyes done thinly oyer with a dark 
coloured ointment, and the reft of her 
face covered with thick cream not quite 
dry, and through fome ^^ chinks which 
** time had made** in her bed ' gown, 
her yellow fkin (hone refplendent ; fo 
like gold through a netted purfe, that 
it could charm nothing but a mifen 
He beheld her with aftoni(hment -for 
near a minute, and then, with all the 

appearance 
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appearance of fcorn and diftafte that his 
countenance could wear, which was 
better fuited to fuch expreflions than 
to any of a gentler kind, he cried 
out, " wicked wretch! not fo wicked 
*' as . to want thy company, thou 
*' witch, thou monfter ! full light would 
-•' better have obtained thy releafe than 
*' all thy ftruggling. . Have fuch a 
** hag as thee by my fide! I had 
" rather have fowler or my crop horfe 
*' for my bedfellow." This adventure 
Ihocked me ftrangely; there feemed 
an enormity of wickednefs in this man 
that amazed me; but yer, when he 
had thus . addrefied . a figure which 
had furprizcd me almofl: as much as 
it had done him, I could not reftrain 
a fmile. As I was near the candles, 
he : percQived it, and looking at me 
(after the fiiort preface of an oath) 
" that's a. pretty lafs,' faith,'' faid he, 
** and looks, good-natured and mer- 
*^ ry. I love a hoddy girl hugely, 
^ that will make one laugh, and laugh 
*' with . one, and fiiare a. pot of good 
^\ October, whca a .n^an has no better 
'^ B 5 ^' company; 
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*' company -, fuch a wench is worth 
^' fighting for ; and I will have her in- 
^ Head of thee, thou Succubus, who art 
*' nothing like a woman but in thy 
«* brawling." I was not more valiant 
than Mrs. Herncr, but being much more 
nimble, I ran out of the room with the 
utmoft ipeed. Not unmindful of the 
opportunity of the double cfcape I had 
toiefFedt; and asdefirous of getting free 
from woman as from man, and I ran 
through the door I had opened, and got 
into the yard ; but was there overtaken 
by Mrs, Hemer, in ' frefco as before, 
with the reft of the family at her heels. 
As foon as I difappeared, (he recol- 
Icfted the delire I might have, and 
not finding me in my room, was as 
clamorous at my efcape as Ihe had 
been about her own detention. With- 
out flaying for an incrcafe of cloath«> 
ing, (he ran after me; and it is no 
wonder that, unincumbered by the 
weight of drefs, Ibei overtook me, 
whofe flight had been retarded by not 
knowing wl^ere to go. I cannot pre- 
tend to fay what vengeance I might 

have 
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have taken it being thus difappointed 
of my purpofe, had not the fervants 
of the inn rc^^engcd my caufe with 
fome fucccfs, by hooting at her figure, 
and burfting into fuch immoderate peals 
of laughter, 'that our hoftefs, at laft, 
thought it incumbent on her to refenc 
it 5 and with a (hrili pipe, cried out, 
« what do the villains mean ? Muft 
«* you affront a gentlewoman truly? 
** Did you nevdr fee d woman in her 
«* fmock before? If madam's lips are 
«* chapped and . her eyes fore, what's 
** the matter of that, it is no body's 
«* bufinefs but her own, furc ! fuch 
** fine tallow as we burn would not 
*« difgrace the mouth of the firft 
•* Dutchefs in the land •, it is as fweet 
<« as a nut, and much more healinger 
«• than all their curcus fal^l^es. As for 
•« her eyes, why eyes fliould be black, 
*• (hould not they ? and what fignifiea 
** whether outfide or in, or infide or 
*« out, its much the fame thing." 

This eloquent oration a httle fu(^ 
pended the laugh; but they took in 
no more matter for xnirth, that the 

time 
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time might not be loft, ftaring with- 
out interruption at the objeft of ky 
for the good landlady, determined Mrs, 
Herner (hould hear how well (he de- 
fended her caufe, kept faft hold of 
her, till her flow of oratory ceafed. 
When we were condufted up flairs, I 
was again locked up till morning, and 
then I attended Mrs. Herner, to whotn 
another room had been given. At 
breakfaft, our landlady came to pay 
her compliments of enquiry after the 
health of thepoor affrighted lady, which 
was not a little impaired by the night's 
adventure^ hqr fears lafting longer than 
her danger ; for Ihe told us it commu^ 
nicated itfelf even to her dreams. 

As flie! condefcended . tO; talk with 
our hoftefe, though, not to converfe 
with me,":I. karnt the occafion of 
the diftiirbance, which was no -other 
than a fmall error, in the gentleman, 
whole intellects were a little troubled 
by * too hard drinking in celebration 
of a fox chafe, in which he had been 
engaged that day ; for in going up 
ilairs to l?ed, he . had. miftaken Mrs, 

Herncr's 
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Hern*r's' room for his own, and taken 
poffeffion of it. / 

: In the courfe of this converfation, 
I found nothing had [o fenfibly hurt 
Mrs. Herncr, as the Squire's affront- 
ing her charms. When (he had heard 
our..hoftefs's account,, (he faid, thar^ 
*' inde<ed, by his ftrange boifterouf- 
" npfs, (he .at firft fufpeded he had 
** d^ank a little^ too much, but did 
>' not fiiid out tiU afterwards how to- 
" tally hq wa^. deprived ofhisfenfes; 
*^ of one , fcnfe, at leaft, for the man 
f* was certainly^ blind; The hurry and 
*< buftle that cnfuied, fte fuppofed, had 
•' increafed the effe(Ss of the liquor; 
," for- he feemed in full poffefljon of' 
.*« his judgment, at firft, only hijs paf- 
.** fions were a little too much elevated 
'Vto bear with proper compofure the 
''« view of temptation." Thus attri- 
*buting to the fumes of intoxication the 
.honeft impulfe of nature, which made 
xiifguft the confequence. of a full view 
of her perfon. 

Mrs. Herner hinted, that it was in- 
cumbent on him as a gentleman to 

afk 
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aik panjon for the outrage he had cook 
xnitted. ** So I told him, madam,** 
replied the landlady^ ^ and what think 
"•• you he anfwered to this ? Why, tru- 
^* ly, taking me very ihort, and fwean- 
*« ing like a trooper, hefaid, ^* lidth^^ 
** he rtiould alk no pardon, nor mak^ 
** no defences •, he had made the geft- 
*• ilewoman a Very civil profFe^ fht 
" might not receive the like bf maiiy 
<« a day; and, he thought, if fhe bfc- 
«« lieved him in eameft, (he had more 
«♦ reafon to come and thank him than 
« he to alk her any pardoftB." Oh ! 
madam, he is a fad ribaldry gentleman, 
added the landlady. 

, I faw Mrs. Hcrner could have excufed 
the warmth of the good woman's rt- 
fentment, which led her to fo fiiith- 
ful a repetition of the Squire's words, 
but, with fome change of colour, flie, 
at la(V, fagatioudy obferved, " that 
«* every one had a fenfe only of the 
« charms of their own fpecies. She 
«* never heard of a bat that preferred 
*« the elegant pheafant to its own lea- 
*« ther-winged race, nor of a hedge 

"hog 
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*< hog that was not fonder of its own 
*^ fhapelefs kind than of the beautiful 
" peacock." 

Our converfation ended with break* 
fall, and we left the inn to proceed on 
our journey, that now drew to a con- 
dufion ; which, as I had received a 
ftrange^notion of the confufion in ini^ 
from what I had experienced, would 
not have been a difagrceable circum* 
Aanceto me, had I not flattered myfclf 
that from it foitie opportunity of an 
efcape might arife. 



CHAP. 
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.CHAP. XXXII. 

OU R Landlady had entertained us 
with an invedive againft drunk- 
ennefs, (though her complexion bore 
fortic tokens of lels inveteracy againft 
that vice) which employed my thoughts 
for -part of the day. Nothing I had 
feen in this country more^aftonifhed me, 
than that, for fo trifling a pleafurc as 
liquor could afford, any one fhould re- 
linquifti' reafon,' that . beft gift of the 
Great Creator. It is inconliftent with 
the pride of man, thus to deftroy the 
fource of all his infolence and prefump- 
tion. But the ternris in which this vice 
was reproached offended me. " The 
** debafing themfelves to the condition 
** of brutes,** was an expreflion I thought 
very unjuft. Perhaps many, even when 
not intoxicated, have no right to be en- 
rolled in fo honourable a clafs j but when 
deprived of all fenfe and reafon, furely 
they ought not to be compared to that 
generation, who aft conformably to the 
will of their Creator, and to their rank 
amongfl the animal tribes. Some, in- 
deed. 
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deed, by living amongft maakind, lofc 
a little of their native tennperance, an4 
acquire bad qualities ; fuch is the force 
of example ! void of. knowledge of 
good and evil, they are qualified to 
walk in the way ordained for them, 
but not to refift the infeftion of the 
grand; corrupter, man, 
7 There i&hotfeingfo mean, as people 
who are artificially infenfible ; vegeta* 
tion produces more.xifeful materials ^ a 
tree, for inftance, :properly manufac- 
tured, fupports a pafTenger,: fills up a 
gap, or if woi?n out by long fervice it 
ihouid be condemned,, it blazes to warm 
us, fulfills its part, and is a ufeful 
member among created beings, in 
comparifon of a man addiftcd to drunk- 
^cnnefs. But, perhaps, your Ladylhip 
will think I put an affront both on you 
and myfelf, by oxctaiming at fo unde- 
fervinga\fubje£l;, unworthy of employ- 
ing yourthoughts, and my pen j there- 
fore I will leave it for my journey, 
which ended the evening we left our 
turbulent inn. , - 
' Wej.arrivjed at the Ma«:hiancTs's 
c^ftle! :^ little before .it was dark, 
which afibrded me an opportunity of 

feeing 
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feeing it, though the view did not 
greatly conduce to my fatisfa&ion. 

We firft pafled a moat, over whick 
yN2LS a bridge, fo impaired by time and 
damp, that it threatened us with no 
fmall chance of vifiting the frags, who 
inhabited underneath, i couid not 
help thinking . that they faw jxi% ap* 
proach, and. taking us for the fticceflbr 
of their former king, the hoarfe nation 
was once more ready to croak, ** G0d 
" favc King Log ;'* but I afbetwardt 
found the noife was ufual, and only 
the^refolt. of nunabers, from wbichi; 
dmioiig frogs! as well as men, a jgeaeral 
bun!! arifes* j , ' • 
. The caftle was dien oocter'mg with 
«ge, and may now, perhaps, by th^ 
irrefiftible arm of old Time, be le-> 
veiled to the: ground ; therefore I fliali 
fpeak of the fabricfconly in the paft 
tcnfe. The rooms . were extremely 
large, wainfcot^cd with oak, wliich 
was turhed almoft as black as ebony ; 
and all the light that entered v/M 
from fmall cafements, with a latgtef 
prbportion of .lead' and iron than 
gla£^ The chimneys wi^te ais big as 

... th« 
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the arch af a large bridge. The beds 
were higher than fome roomss and 
all the furniture large and clumfy> 
except the chairs, whofe foats were 
ilufFed with admirable art, being harder 
than a tennis ball, and riling in the 
middle in imitation of a pyramid. 

The hall was hung round with a 
4TK>ft uncomely reprefentation of the 
Marquis of Trentc's anceftors^ except 
in two flipsj which were filled witlt 
rolls of parchment of a pfodigiotts 
lengtht bearings in the figure of a 
tree, the genealogy of the >whoIe 
race. If a poor babe died in its birth^ 
its menwry was ftill preferved, un- 
der the dignifying reprefentation of 
a little twig ; but a mifcarriage was 
honoured no farther than in being 
marked as a knot in the trunk. I 
could not but admire this, care left 
vanity Jhould die for want of food, 
where few flatterers could come with^ 
out feeling their coanfcienccs fo af^ 
fedled by the folemnity of the place, as 
muft have reduced them to (peak 
truth. The garden was not, iit.extent;, 
equal to the fize of the houfe i but 

what 
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what there was bf it, was laid out in 
narrow gravel walks, theii over-grown 
with weeds, bordered with box, and 
ornamented in quarters with yew fwans, 
laurel bears, holly dogs, and box 
chickens ; their colours happily vari- 
egated by the dead branches, which 
made up about three quarters of the 
^nimsll, to the great eafe of the gar- 
-deher, who was, thereby, faved the 
care of watching over this his crea- 
tion, left their fbapes fliould be de- 
llroyed by the irregular growth of fome 
luxuriant branches. The wall of the 
.garden was almoft the extent of our 
prbfpeft. We were not in the feafon 
for flowers ; but h^d all the " perfumes 
" of Arabia" been difperfed abou^t 
the houfe, they could not have got 
the better of the ftcnch arifing from 
the moat. 

You may imagine that our fituation 
was better fuited to the dark, than 
to the day; but in this you are 
miftaken ; for the horrors of the 
night exceeded all the difmail prof- 
pefts the fun could Ihew us. With 
the twilight our concert began. The 
. . fiVft 
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firft performance was a great houfe- 
dog, that would fuffer no noife but 
his own, inceffantly howlihg or bark- 
ing. Every hearth was full of crick- 
ets, who chirped the live- long night, 
but had none of thofe lively notes 
which Milton celebrates as the found 
of mirth. The old towers of the 
houfe.were filled with owls of every 
fort, who,, by their. hoarfe hooting, 
and their Ihrill fhrieking, bOre no 
inconfiderable part in the concert,' of 
which the froggery made the bafe. 
Thefe vocal performers were accom- 
panied by all the modulations of a 
bleak winter's wind, which gathering 
in Varfous paffages of that rambling 
houfe, made a continual whittling, 
even in. the mildeft weather, roared 
in the chimneys, and blew in at a 
thoufand crevices in the fliattered 
wainfcot: 

Difnial as this fcene muft appear, 
I found, that had I not retained very 
ftrong affeftions for abfent objefts, I 
could have been happy even there, if 
every face had not worn an air of 
wretchcdnefs. Excluding the fuffering 

hours 
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koufs of rcfleftion, I was the only 
perfon ia the place that did not ap'^ 
pear in ftrch a deep and fettled de*^ 
ipondcncy, as made me fear that I 
(hould, at fome time, find all the 
family hanging in their ^rters; as 
] had learnt, that it was no uncom^ 
mon thing in this kingdom for peo- 
ple to figH their own pafl^orts into 
the next world as foon as they are . 
tired of this. 

A general melancholy . run thro* 
every fpccies: there was a monkey 
who was fo infefted by his fituation^ ' 
that he might have walked chief 
mourner at a funeral j a parrot, who, 
ceafing to be articulate, uttered no 
found but that of a piteous figh. The 
fcrvants had flit a magpy's tongue, in 
order to make it as converfible as them- 
felves, but had never been- able to teach 
it any other words than heigh-ho ! The 
kittens were there, from the hoiir of 
their birth^ moreferious than old cats^ 
wha have,' in other places, been the 
infeparable companions of antient vir- 
gins* There was not a lamb, colt, or 
any other creature, however youthful^ 

that 
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iSi2tk dad ; not ^waUc vvith riMre fblem-c 
mtf thajv an Arcfabifliop ia a publick. 
proqeflkiiiw ; * 

^ PoprMirs. H«rncrwa3 irult afi| mife»a- 
ble as nu^lfar aay of thQ inhabitants: 
grief had fo relaxed evevy mnfclej that: 
there were- none but long faces in the 
houfe. Mr^. Herocr's, fcli away very 
£sL^ TOtAj I dare, fay, hadiweftay^da 
j3ion«h longer would ha^e come up ta 
nbe general ftandard; I cannot buc 
cpn£if& I felt mine lengthen con&iera- 
blyj cho^I waj treated with great le- 
fiicy by my goaler,. wha kindly ftudied 
txyy eaib and convenience^ as &lv as thd 
place would permit; but kept as 
ftTiifely to her vow of filence, as if ir 
had been the road to falva^ion. The 
greateft iindulgencc ftie could grant 
«ie, was, in giving nie leave to fre-» 
^uent a library, wherein I fotiiid fome 

fottd hiftories. Here, when I could 
anifli refle&ion, and rfie regret which 
was tlW coiifeqiience of it, I could, £on 
fome hoprs, enjoy the pleafares of fo- 
cicty ; and forgetting the loneJy foli^ 
tude. to which I was confined, could 
tranfport myielf to. fceges of hurry and 

tumult. 



itized by Google 



H' OPHELIA. 

tAimult, and amufe myfelf with a con-- 
ftant courfe of novelty. But it was 
feldom I could bring myrelf into a pro- 
per temper' to tafte this pleafurc ; and 
the feldomer, as the dampncfs of the 
place,' joined with vexation and anxi- 
ety, ibon affefted my health. 

The country around tus . was all 
quagmires and bogs, which Tendered 
iti impoflible to take. any> excrcife at 
that feafon of the year, except in- 
the melancholy garden ; and though L 
had no objedbion to walking *' with the 
** beaft, joint tenant of the; fhade," yet 
I could not extend my loVe of focicty. 
to the reptile likewife ; and the garden 
was fo over-run with frogs and toads,, 
that it. was impoflible to walk there, 
without having multitudes of them for 
companions. This total want of ex- 
crcife, I fuppofe, had fqme fmall fhare 
in impairing my conftitution, having 
been always ufed to a contraty way of 
life: I was fo fenfible of fufFering 
from it, that nothing but. experience 
could convince me that there was no 
poflibility of goings beyond the moatj 
however, having been almoftfwallo wed 



itized by Google 



OPHELIA, 2S 

up in a bogy and giving my guard 
•{for I was not permitted to ftir with- 
out one); a violent cold, I had no great 
inclination for any further - attempt ; 
^nd iefs ft ill was any one inclined to ac- 
cpmpany me. 

., We had not been many days in 
.our folitude, before we received a vi- 
iit ftom Mn South, a young clergy- 
m^n ip. the neighbourhood ; a very 
well bred, fenfible, and worthy man, 
of ail exceeding good family, and edu- 
cated, fuitably to' it; but being the 
younger of many brothers, he was glad 
to accept of a living jaear thisi place, 
ithough the manners of the neighbour- 
ing, gentleijjen: were not agreeable to 
him. However, he converfed Iefs with 
.them th^n with his books, and the 
poor .of the parifli, whom he much 
.vifited in prder to inftruft and guide 
their minds, and learn and relieve their 
neceCQties ^ for^ he denied himfelf ma- 
• ny of the gratifications of life, in 
order to communicate to others the 
conveniences and comforts which they 
icould not afford themfclves. He fa- 
^crificed his money to their indigence, 
Vol. II. C and 



itized by Google 



H6 OPHELIA. 

and his tiine to their inftM«aioft; 
acting the pirt of fchooimafler to the 
children, as well as that of a tfuljr 
ipiritual guide to their parents* From 
one of fuch a difpofition every vi- 
fit muft be welcome ; and I could 
perceive^ was not Icfs fo to Mrs. Her- 
ner than myfelf •, for iftii preffed him 
to repeat them, which he did as of- 
ten as his leifure would permit; for 
to a man who fo laborioufly performs 
his duty, a kirge parilh is almoft a 
conftant enipfoy^ and, tho' we might 
foon perceive, and, I was. afterwards 
more fully convinced, that his plea- 
fanteft occupation was vifuing us, ydt 
would he not fufFer it to break ifi 
upon his duty. 

I have already obferved that Mr. 
South's vifrts were agreeable, and your 
Ladyfhip will not think this fb impro- 
bable as to require any farther at 
furance of it 5 but what will you fay, 
if I own, that the love of talking 
rendered other company eligible, who 
had no other recommendation than 
taking the embargo off my fpeech, and 
fuffering me to export a few thoughts, 

with 
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with which I was overftockcd ? De- 
praved appetites are apt to have.ftrangc 
confequences ; the love of talking, to 
thofe with whom we cannot converfc, 
argues great depravity of n)ind, and 
the rei'ult of it was, that I rejoiced 
at the arrivalof fome country neigh* 
hours, of whofe intended vifit we had 
notice before they came, and as they 
were charadbcrs new and ftrange to me, 
I will give you the account of them^ 
which I learnt from Mr. South ^ter 
their departure, as fome excufe for my 
being diverted with them ; for novelty 
is allowed a right to entertain^ 



Ca chap: 
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CHAP. XXXIII. 

TH E Marchionefs of Trente was 
rendered a perfon of great con- 
fequcnce to the fportfmen in the neigh- 
bourhood, by the pofleffion of a very 
extenfivc manor. And to the defire 
of courting her favour we owed the 
vifits we received fronv three-, by 
name, Mr. Rumford, Mr. Darking, 
and Mr. Giles. The two firft were 
preceded by their wives, the latter by 
^his wife and fitter -, for the gentle- 
men did not think a vifit to two wo^ 
men a fufficient recompence for giving 
up their ufual amufements, and there- 
fore hunted all the way between their 
houfe and ours, which feparated them 
from their families, who came early, 
to fhew their defire of being good 
neighbours. Mrs* Giles, and her filler, 
Mrs, Martha Giles, fat next me, and 
the former being of a communicative 
temper, was grown fo very intimate 
with me, that when , the gentlemen 
came in, fhe was making me the con- 
fidant of her political fentiments, be- 
ginning by an enquiry after the new 
pamphlets that had been lately pub- 

lifhcds 
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li(bed ; *• for that the nation was now 
*' in /uch imminent danger of lofing 
*' its liberty, that (be could. not help- 
" Mng very defirous to perufe all the 
*' fchemes propafed towards redreffing 
** the grievances we laboured under ;" 
adding, that '* an additional induce- 
** ment was the hope that fomeof them 
** might convince her fitter into how 
" many errors (he was led by her at- 
" tachment to a mbnarchial govern^ 
" ment, which intirely blinded her 
*' to all the bleffings of a republic 
*' Mifs, would you believe,'* continued 
this female politician, " that Ihe is fa 
'* ftrangely prejudiced, as to deteft the 
" charaftef of the great, the glorious 
" Oliver Cromwell ; and will not allow 
" there is any tokrable reafoning, or 
" indeed any thing but impious blaf- 
" phemics, in the admirable books 
" written to prove that killing a ty- 
*' rant is no murder. She grieves with 
*' all the folemnity of afflidion every 
" thirtieth of January, and is as incon- 
*'. folable as if the perfon fhe moft loves 
«' wasjuft expired. Then, Mifs, (he 
** is proportionably elated on the fatal 
" day wherein the glorious thread of 
C 3 " Cromwell's 
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«* Cromwell's life was cut; and old 
** and afthmatical as you fee her, fings 
** and dances like a diftrafted thing ; 
** nor has complaifance enough t'5 me 
*' to conceal the leaft part of her jojr^ 
** though fhc knows my foul is then 
•* overwhelmed with forrow. Never 
*' believe me, Mifs, if her room is 
*^ not hung round with the piftures, 
** in her phrafe, of the bleffed martyrs, 
** and yet really, in other things, filter 
*« Giles is a good fort of a woman; 
*« and were it not for thefe prejgdicte, 
•^ which (he has imbibed from the fer« 
*' vile notions of thofe that educated 
** her, I fhould have been very happy 
** in her friendfhip ; but ignorant of 
" the charms of glorious liberty, (he is 
** as little able to bear my more exten- 
** five view of things, as I am to endure 
** her narrownefs of mind." 

Mr, Giles, it feems, knew his fitter 
too well to be in doubt of the fubjedl 
on which he faw her fo very loquacious, 
and cried out, " what, you're teizing 
" Mifs with your politics, I fuppofe ; 
*' what the devil have women to do 
" with the nation ! You want a petti- 
** coat government, I warrant ? Was I 
"" ^ ' tl King 
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King,^ I would make an univerfal Sa- 
lic law, that fhould not allow you 
die government of your own hp- 
dogs/" 
Really brother,*' replied Mrs. Mar- 
tha, " you but cxpofe yourfelf by de- 
** claring your avcrfion to the moft in- 
** tereftingoffubjefts. However mean- 
ly you may think of my fex, 1 muft 
inform you that my views are no- 
bler than ye53ur*s ; and if you are con- 
tented to move in no higher a fphere 
than the dominion over your ftable 
or dog- kennel, I iind my genius 
leads me to refleft on the beft man- 
ners of ruling a ftate ; I cannot help 
beinig anxious to- fee how things are 
ordered at the helm.** . ^ 

** Helm !" exclaimed the Squire ; 
fteer your fanlily •, fee if you are 
pilot enough to guide that in its 
proper courfq. Go to your diftaff-, 
the plt)per female fceptre. However 
trifling you may think the command 
of my drog-kennel, I would not truft 
you with the government of it, though 
I had not fo valuable a bitch as Mop- 
fey, who deferves the care of the 
gtcdteft man in the nation/* 

C-4 ' With 
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With a look of the mod fovcreign 
contempt, as difdaining to return an 
anfwer, Ihe turned her back to hinr, 
and whifpered me, '• this is always' 
*' his way, Mifs •, would it not pro- 
** voke a Saint ? But this is the con-' 
*' fequence of having an underftand- 
*' ing more cultivated than the illi-' 
** terate neighbourhood one- has the 
*' misfortune to be born in ; people to^ 
*' tally ignorant of the policies of na*- 
*' tions. Their pride will not allow 
*' one any peace. He does not trear 
** fitter Giles with any more ceremony,' 
*' and, between you and I Mifs (but- 
*' one would not have thofc things* 
** repeated) (he once refented this be- 
*' haviour fa much, that they were go- 
*' ing to part upon it, and Ihe and I 
*' were to have lived together, rcmov- 
*^ ing to fome place where we might 
*' have converfed with .perfons of more 
*' refined, underftandings ; but while* 
*' they were bartering about the terms' 
** of a feparate maintenance, a poli-- 
^' tical difpute arofe between her^ 
*' and myfclf, which convinced me- 
« fo fully of the impoffibility of 
" ever bringing her to reafon pn that 

." fubjeft. 
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** fubjedt, that I declared againft liv- 
*' ing with her, and a reconciliation 
*' between them enfued." 

I know not when my political friend 
would have done talking, had Ihe not 
been interrupted by Mrs. Darking, who 
came up to me, and enquired after the 
reigning diverfions in London; expref- 
ling great joy at feeing one " who was 
••^ come from among chriftians, and 
** compaflionating me for having left 
•' them for a land of brutes." 

Mrs. Herner, before any company 
came, advifed me on no account to 
mention my being brought thither by 
force ? but to pretend that a defire of 
accompany her, during her ftay there, 
was my motive; Though I was fen- 
fible my tafte would not receive much 
honour from this concealment, yet, 
as it was my intereft not to offend 
her, and I perceived no advantage 
likely to accrue from refufing to com- 
ply, I told her, that as far as filence 
would give my detention the air of 
choice, I had no objeftioni but flie 
muft excufe my intimating a fallhood, 
much more my telling a palpable 
untruth. I now found fhe took this 
,C 5 office 
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ofEce on herfelfi for upon hearing Mrs. 
Darking's condolances, Ihe told her 
*^ I was not worthy her pity, fince I 
^ had been ib kind as to give her my 
** company from the defire of retiring 
" from the hurry of London." 

This "gave Mr. Darking an opportu- 
nity of exultation, cryingout," there's 
•' a wife young woman now I So much 
*' wifdom in youth is marvellous. 
*' What a happy man her hufband will 
. *' be, if marriage does not alter her 
" as much as it did my fool. See Bet- 
^^ ty, how much a betterer figure that 
*' young gentlewoman makes than 
^^ thee do with all thy whims, thy fi- 
'^ garies, and nonfenfical fancies and 
*^ whinings.** 

Mrs. Darking anfwered with an in- 
dolent air, " that the young Lady 
'' would be a better judge of her own 
" tafte, when flie had lived ^ little 
•* among brutes." With a contemp- 
tuous fmile and fignificant glance, 
which very intelligibly told him he was 
fignified under, the laft word of her ' 
Ipeech. 

This Lady, I afterwards learnt, had 
been bred in town i whcre^ for a pu- 

nilhment 
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nifhment of his fins, Mr. Darking was 
called by a law fuit, in which he was 
engaged with a gentleman who had 
hunted and killed a hare in his manor. 

While he was in London, he met 
with thislady, who, deftitute of fortune, 
lived with a maiden aunt, of a tem- 
f>er by no means eafy, and whofe fole 
fiipport was an annuity. The necef- 
lity of finding fome more certain pro- 
vifion made her omit no endeavours 
to pleafe j and fo general were her 
views, that her fentimenta changed 
with every unmarried man's opinion ; 
whatever he feemed to like Ihe im- 
mediately became. 

This conformable difpofition led her 
to declare a deteftation of a town life, 
whenever Mr. Darking was in com- 
pany ; and fo fuccefsfully did (he ex- 
patiate on the fweet innocence and 
tranquil regularity enjoyed in the coun- 
try, that he was convinced her con- 
formity to the gaieties of London was 
a painful neceflity, from which (he 
iighed to be delivered. He had been 
a good dear captivated by her beauty, 
from the firft time he had fcen her, 

and 



itized by Google 



36 OPHELIA. 

and this amiable difpofition compleated 
her conqueft. But ftill warily deter- 
mined to be certain of the happinefs, 
which he was inclined to think muft be 
the confequence of his poflefling fuch 
a wife, he examined into her know- 
ledge of family affairs, and was charm- 
ed to hear her talk of the infpecSting a 
dairy, and the well ordering a family, 
as the greateft pleafures in life, and 
as things in which fhe was well Ikilled. 
All his doubts being difpelled, he ven- 
tured to make his propofals j and thro' 
meer ceconomy overlooked her want 
of fortune. He had been early taught 
that wholefome precept, that " a penny 
" faved is a penny got;" and learnedly 
arguing on that principle, convinced 
himfelf that fo good a houfewife was 
the beft treafure, fince no extraordinary 
fettlements were demanded in confide- 
ration ^f a woman's virtues ; and there- 
fore his eftate would not be tied up 
as if he married a great fortune -, and 
from hence he drew a conclufion in 
her favour, that, *^ money faved was 
*^ money got/' 

Mr: 
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Mr. Darking was not made to wait 
long for ihe Lady's confent : they had 
proverbs on their fide, as much in 
recomvnendation ofafpeedy marriage, 
as he had; there was no text on which 
the old aunt was more eloquent than 
*^ that delays are dangerous/' *' thpfe 
*' that will not when they may, &c/* 
" A bird in the hand is worth two in 
*' the bufh,'* and fomc others to that 
purpofe ; mortifying experience hav- 
ing fo fully convinced her of the juft- 
nefs of them, that fhe rivalled the re- 
nowned Sancho Pancho in retailing of 
proverbs. As foon as Mr. Darking 
was married, he conduced his bride to 
the country for which he had fighed ; 
where he found that reflexion is fo in- 
fallible a fource of wifdom, that he 
might have acquired fome from his 
favourite amufements, which would 
have taught him that the fowler never 
fpreads the nets after having. caught 
the birds. All the fnares llae laid for 
him appeared hencefoi-ward ufelefs : 
art was now difclaimed; Ihe freely 
fhewed her diflike of every thing fhe 
had declared herfelf fond of; laughed 

at 
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at his friends, defpifed his neighbours, 
dttefted country entertainments, never 
thought of oeconomy, but to fliew ihe 
fcorned fuch trifles and low offices, 
and grew vapoured and peevifli. 

Mr. Darking was not fo blinded by 
love, but that he grew outrageous at 
thisdifappointment; for however blind 
Cupid may be reprefented, the Hyme- 
neal torch lights him fo well, as to 
render h.im admirably quick-fighted to 
the faults of a wedded mate. Cupid, 
as your Ladyfhip muft have perceived, 
in many inftances, before he becomes 
linked by Hymen, is generally asdif* 
ferent from what he is after that union, 
as a bee and a ferpent : in the firft 
ftate, his whole application is to ga- 
ther fweets from every thing ; there is 
not a circumflance but he can make 
to produce fomething valuable ; but, 
after this melancholy change, he as 
induftridufly collefts poifon ; and, in 
the fmalleft trifles can difcover bale- 
ful qualities. If I was to undergo a 
metamorphofis, it fhould be of a bee into 
» a ferpent, as an allegorical defcription 
of the transformation of a lover into 

a huf- 
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a hufband s a more difmal change than 
that of the induftrious Arachne into a 
fpidcr, the melancholy Philomela into 
a plaintive nightingale, or any other 
that Ovid celebrates. But to put an 
end to a digreflion which no one, 
from her own fate, has fo little rea- 
fon to make as myfelf, I ihall return to 
this ill-matched pair. 

As Mr. Darking was not blefled with 
delicacy of voice or manners, his rage 
broke forth into founds fo harih, and 
geftures fo alarming, as greatly terri- 
fied the gentle Lady, and made her de- 
termine to endeavour to comply with 
his inclination.. But, during the trial, 
his dairy was fpoilcd through neglcfl: 
and ignorance; his family and vifitors 
half-ftarved ; for which he received no 
other apology than " how fliould flie 
*' guefs that thevulgar robuft animals 
" would devour whole hecatombs 5" 
and all regularity was banilhed from 
his houfe ; the order for dinner being 
often forgot till the time it fhould have 
been ready .~He tried to make her 
ufeful by the fame means as he had 
brought her to attempt to obey him, 

but 
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but finding it eafier to fright than to 
alter her, he gave her up as incorri- 
gible ; defiring her to refign the ma- 
nageoaent of his houfe, and keep with- 
in the confines of her own apartment. 
, Not long after this, Mrs. Darking 
proved with child, which reftored her 
to her hulband's favour,, as it Ihewed 
her of fome ufe. She perceived, by 
his behaviour, how much he was in- 
terefted in the fate of the unborn babe, 
and therefore made it the means of ac- 
quiring fome indulgencies which other- 
wife would not have been granted to 
her. She daily encroached on the li- 
berties thus obtained, till, at laft, fhe 
ventured to exprefs a longing to lie-in 
in London, which, if difappointed, Ihe 
feared might prove fatal to the child. 
Mr. Darking would have been truly 
alarmed had he believed it could 
be marked with the reprefentarioa 
of any part of a town he fo much 
hated ; but never having heard of that 
elFedl from any fuch longing, he re- 
fufed to comply, fwearing " no child 
*^ of his Ihould breathe chat pernicious 
l^ air i he had fufFered enough by go- 

1' ing 
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" ing. thither to make him careful ta 
^' be the laft of his family who (hould 
*^ ever iwn thcmfclves into any fuch 
" fcrapc.** But finding his* lady fick- 
ened, from the fteadinefs with which 
he had adhered to this refolution, he 
began to be linder fome.apprebenfions 
foi* the confequences; fo to make her 
eafier^ he prpmifed to carry her there 
as foon as ftie was recovered from her. 
lying-iii. This afTurance kept up her. 
fpirits fo well, that it enabled her to 
bring into the world a fine boy, who, 
was joyftiily received . by his father -, 
but the journey to , London expired . at> 
the child's birth. It was a prpmife- 
Mr. Dorking never meant to keep, nor 
could he be induced to perform it 
by her falling ill. on the difappoint- 
ment ; her health was no longer of im- 
portance. 

She had feveral more children ; but 
found that her pregnancy was not to 
meet with the fame indulgencies after 
the valuable heir appareot . wa? born^ 
Mr. Darkirvg had the children brought 
up wildi -Though the two youngeft 
were daughters^ yet he voiiki not per- 
mit 
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mit a maid fcrvant to come near thicmv 
except juft to put on their doaths; 
the greateft part ofitteir timic was 
fpent in the ftables, and the ftablc-buys^^ 
were their play-felk)ws. 

The poor wife, wbowas ifl thedott- 
trary extreme, being the exceft 06 de- 
licacy, and thought a gffl o«ight not 
to fet eyes even oa a baby that was^' 
not of the feffvinin^ gender, looked o«. 
compliance inthis pcnntascFiminat*, £roni- 
which arofe a never ceafing conteft be- 
tween her and her hufband, whereby 
die children were the innocent fuffer-^ 
ers. Each ordered them to rebel againfk' 
the cortimiaDds of^theother; (be chaf-- 
tifed them if they obeyed their fa-, 
thcr, and he (as he called it) trounced 
them, if they complied with their mo- 
ther; till, by the double application 
of that great inftruftor, the rod, they 
%o(i grew fo exceeding wife, as to de- 
fpife both their parents, learning frx>ni 
each the other's foibles and errors n^uch 
fooner than their own underftandings 
could have difcovered them, 

Mrs. Fumford, the only Lady that 
now remains unmentroQied, was much 

better 
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better fuited to her fituation. Nature 
feemed to have formed her for the care 
of her hbufe and dairy ; and had not 
Mr. Rumford declared her to be the 
wife of his bofom, one might have 
taken her for his cook or his dairy- 
maid y though poetry has been fo much 
the firiehd of the latter c\3£^ that 
to have gueflcd her one woutkl have 
been no fmall compliment. She was^ 
as much charmed with mj fuppofed 
love of the country as Mr. Darkingjt 
and was very eloquent in behalf of 
the pleafures of domeftick bufineis. 
My regard for truth would fcarceljp 
fuflfcr me to receive the praifes given 
me with fb little reafon; and I be- 
lieve I fliould not have permitted 
them to continue in their error, could 
I have prevailed on myfelf to have ex- 
pofed any one to fo much comempt as 
I imagined Mrs. Herner muft have in- 
curred from being convifted of telling 
a voluntary lie. 



CHAR 
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CHAP. XXXIV. 

AVERY confiderable part of the 
company yet remains un men- 
tioned, though perhaps were the mca 
to diredt, I might have given them the 
precedency. Thefe were the Squires^ 
laithful companions, their dogs, who 
followed them into the room,^ which 
they entered with a loud cry of hal- 
loo, halloo! that at firft greatly alarmed, 
me; but feeing no emotion in the 
countenance of any other perfon in 
company, and finding Mrs- Martha did 
not fufpend her cares for, the nation^ 
I was fenfible my fears muft be ground- 
Icfs. Mrs. Herncr knew too well the 
regard due to thefe dogs to expel thert> 
her dining room j the confequence of 
which was, its being fo filled with 
them, that there was no moving with- 
out treading upon one» falling over 
another, and making confufion among 
them all, they fnarling and growling 
^t eV^ery. one who was fo unlucky as 
to tread on them ; while the Squires,. 
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to increafe the clamour, cried out, ware 
Heftor, ware Juno ! atcording to the 
names of the dogs in danger. 

Dinner at laft appeared-, at the fight 
of a firloin of beef, tlie Squire fet up 
what I found they called the dead hal- 
loo, and <:rkd out, " to-urt boys, to-un ; 
^' the belt beaft in Chriftendom, though 
** he would give but a fcurvy chafe ;** 
and while the ladies were cercmonioufly 
adjufting the important article of place, 
fat themfelves at the table obferving, 
that ** the firft cut of a firloin of, 
" beef was better than the fineft 
'" confipliments in the world.** As 
foon as dinner was ended, the chafe 
was celebrated, the ftag once more run 
:dowri, all its arts for efcape remem- 
bered, the vidory of the dogs fung in 
fongs of triumph, every vidlor receiv- 
ing his diftinft praifes and careffes^ 
-When the flag was killed in ftbry, as 
weir as in fad, and all the* fongs on 
the fubjcdl had been fung, with voices 
. that equalled the hoarfe thunder, one 
of the gentlemen whifpered another, 
*^ let's roaft the parfon," to which his 
neighbour replied, fealing his appro^- 
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bation with an oath, *^ I will begin to 
*' run the rig on him/* And ac- 
cordingly n)uch impertinence was ap- 
plied to Mr. South, by way of wit, 
which he received with great infenfi- 
bility, only giving them two or three 
very cutting anfwers in return 5 but 
his wit being too refined, and too 
juft to be comprehended by them, Mrs. 
Herner, who I began to perceive was 
more than commonly afieded with Mr. 
South*s merit, thought it time to re- 
tire, alking him to driAk tea with us. 
He readily confented ;. and rifing from 
table "with us, they cried out, " fine 
** par(bn ! efaith, always ftick by the 
*^ women. Nay, thou haft a . good 
** tafte ; (he's worth a chace I" " but 
** take care thee does not catch a tar- 
** tar," added Mr. Darking. Every 
one undcrftood me to be the perfon 
hinted at in this fpeech, which rendered 
me the more glad to leave thefe un- 
gentlemanlike gentlemen. As foon as 
we were out of the room, they fet up 
another halloo, crying, ** clear, clear !** 
which informed us, that they were not 
Jds rejoiced at our^ abfence than we 
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^v^e .at having got rid of iuch irra>« 
tiofial ibciety. 

Mr. South told me that we had 
}i}<%ed very well in retiring fo foon, 
for the next ftep towards driving us 
•poi; -of <hc room. would have been 
their entering ii?tp fiKh difcourfe as no 
4ybmen of mo^efty cpuld without great 
iHlprppfietyjfit to, heaf. This greatly 
aftoniftied me-, I did not fufp^ any 
perfon «of fuch brutality; I thought 
potitenefs was not requifice to teach 
4)eoplc decency; common fenfe alon^ 
I in^i^ined, might ihew that it w-as 
fcfutal to fay what jany one ought noc ' 
to hean But more ftill have I been 
fince furpr.ized, at finding this vice,' for 
I cannot give a breach of fo amiable 
a virtue as modefty a gentler name, 
was too common in circles that call 
themfelves polite ', but. furely without 
reafon, fvnce nothing can be fo con- 
Jtrary to politenefs as an offence againft 
decency. Our vifuors did not leave 
us till the gentlemen, were fo far over- 
powered by the potency of Mrs. Her- 
ner's good October, that they were with 
difficulty fet upon their . horfes 5 but 
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» 

thofe animals, much fuperior to the 
brutes that rode them, conveyed their 
unworthy loads fafe home. 

Your Lady(hip, perhaps^ by this time 
may find it eafy to be tired of fuch 
company, therefore will not w^oridcr 
if I did not wifti therrv to repeat their 
vifits often, as when they ceafed to be 
new they muft become more dull than 
folitude. 

After a month fpent in this old taftle, 
I began to grow impatient of confine- 
ment, and almoft to defpair of mak- 
ing my efcape ; but my uneafinefs was 
ftilPgreatly increafed one n[iorning,^by 
'Mrs. Herner's (hewing me a letter frorn 
the Marchionefs, in which flie related 
to her, as fhe termed it, '* the happy 
^** confequence of reftioving me out of 
*< Lord Dorcheftcr's fight." She there 
informed her, that " he looked melan- 
'" choly for a few days after my de- 
^* parturci but foon began, by de- 
** grees, to recover his gaiety, and 
** with it, his inclination towards her, 
'■•' Convinced, by experience, how little 
*' he liked referve in a woman he loved, 
** (he had not endeavoured to conceal 
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the fentiments of her heart r and 
they fo well agreed with his, that in 
a few days they were to be married, 
waiting only for the neceflary prepa- 
rations." She then proceeded to fay, 
that fhe.was no longer under any un- 
eafinefs concerning me ; a thoufand 
inftances having aflured her that Lord 
Dorchefter was become totally indif- 
ferent towards my future fate; and 
had even exprefled himfelf glad that 
he was delivered, he knew not how, 
of one who began to grow burden- 
fome to him. But yet, as fhe pitied 
my youth, and was fenfible how hard 
it nuift be for an unexperienced girl 
to refift fuch a man as Lord Dorchef- . 
ter, it grieved her heart [too full of 
the milk of human kindnefs) to think 
I (hould be left quite deftitute of a 
fubfiftcnce, expofed to the wide world 
and all -its villainy, which might lead 
me into courfes that would prove the 
deftrudion of my precious foul. She 
therefore could not forbear, giving 
way to the overflowings of her hu- 
manity, generofity and compafTion, 
in pfFering me the fame income which 
Vol. II. D '^ Ihe 
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*' fhe had tendered me before I left 
** London, if I would bind myfelf, by 
*' a lawfyl contraft, to relinquilh it if I 
•• came within 40 miles of London, or 
•* of his Lordlhip's country feat ; for 
*« tho* fhe was no longer jealous, yet 
•* fhe could not bear to fee Lord Dor- 
" chefter's'happinefs interrupted by the 
** whining complaints or reproaches of 
*« a woman who would call herfelf ru- 
•* ined by him, tho* her own frailty was 
*« mod in fault.** 

The Ihock this letter gave me, was 
at firft inexprefTible. I could not fup-- 
port the very found of Lord Dorchefter's 
indifference. I knew not how to believe 
he was weary of me. I thought no one 
could diflemble fo well •, for he had ap- 
peared more fond of me, more delighted 
with me than ever, but juft before this 
cruel feparation. My mind was in too 
great an agitation to return Mrs. Her- 
ner any anfwer. She feemed to pity 
me, for my diftrefs was very vifible, 
and would have beftowed upon me a 
lefture on patience and refignation, had 
Ihe been allowed the liberty of fpeech -, 
but after a very eloquent beginning, fhe 
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was flopped fliort by recollefting the 
Marchionefs's prohibition, and obferved, 
*' her compaffion had led her into for- 
« getfulnefs/* 

1 was never fo well pleafed with Lady 
Trentc's commands as on this occafion \ 
a perfon who is deeply affli^cd can but 
ill bear the dull infipid nonfenfe of an 
infenfibic preacher -, when the heart • 
(peaks loudly, who can liften to a dif- 
courfe didiated by a cold imagination. 
I prevailed on Mrs. Hcrner to give me 
Lady Trente's letter ; and, after having 
. renewed the firft agonies of my grief by 
a fecond perufal, a plentiful flood of 
tears came to my relief, and fo far qui- 
eted my mind, that I began to difcover 
reafons to fufpeft the truth of this ac- 
count. I was little difpofed to believe 
the Marchionefs was fo very full of the 
milk of human kindnefs as (he pretended, 
nor that one who had fo little confidera- 
tion for the cafe of my body, and the 

Kace of my mind in this world, could 
ve fo tender a regard for my foul, and 
mv hapfrinels in the next. The defire 
or buyhfig my abfence from Lord Dor- 
chefter, was a fufpicious circumftance; 
D 2 and 
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and I thought this all might be a fiftbn 
formed, on a iuppbCtion that my aim 
was to marry my Lord, and thereftrfe I 
might the more readily comply with her 
propofals, if I could be perfuaded all 
poflibility of the completion of my hopes 
were at an end. 

This fchcme, like- all others that are 
built on falfc foundations, could not an-^ 
fwcr the intent; My views were nar- 
rower, and more humble •, I thought not 
of marriage ; to preferve his friendlhip • 
and enjoy his conyerfatiori was' the utr 
moft extent of my ambition •; land this ' 
I flattered myfdf I might do, 'ibould 
another woman become his wife^ But 
I muft, in fincerity, confcfs, that the 
notion of his marrying was mdft tor- 
menting to me. To be his friend, while 
no one. had a ftronger tic. on hiataffec* 
tions, fatisfied my wilhes j btu.if he'Jiad ' 
a wife, I was fenflblc I ougho to rcfign 
even the define of retaining the firft 
place in his heart. This was- a fclf^ 
denial that required a ftrongcn?mind or 
weaker affeft ion than I poffcf&^^LA ' • 

The declining .(tate. of • rpjiv health 
would have renaercd me Uttle able to 
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fupport the anxiety of' my mind, had 
not the hopes I conceived that the whole 
was a fiiftion, proved a moft reviving 
cordial to my fpirits. This rcftored me 
ta life, tho' not to eafe -, but my fears 
and doubts made jne noore grieved than 
ever at my cajptivity ; and as my impa- 
tience for the means of efcaping from 
this prifon was encreafed, it was morti-. 
f^iog to me to give an anfwer to the 
Jyiar^chjoncfs's prQpofals, which would 
r^e^r quicken than relafx Mrs.- Herncr's ^ 
watch^ulneft. Thisi, I knew, muft be 
tbc5. cqrtfequence of a refufalj but 
pblig^;(rO declare myfelf, what could I 
d<>i?.v 1^^ defire, pf liberty infpired mc 
m^ 6f)y«'age cnoygh jt\).darerany thing 
but a violation of truibi .there I; was 
ftillt a^i^wjirdr, ^r I Qonld. n6t think 
myfcll juftified in repeUiAg wicked nefs 
t>X. wjiftk^^aefe* : The.felfliQQd of others 
cpyldjCJOt b^ (^ fand^ion :for; it in me, 
-ol^PI^/Wiernef, M}i^% broke thro' her 
>^W:€^)61^^ce»':ia[^ri}^* to wfc: aU the 
a^>||ii€^cs, ^e^ umJerftainding, could « fugn 
g!^ft,,;aii^ her ij^iclinatipn ftrength!eri» to 
pei;fu4d«. p)S. tOj^cc^p\ the. jconditions 
D 3 offered 
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offered me. The goaler, in this cafe, 
led as melancholy a life as the prifoner, 
and fhe longed almoft as much to be 
difmifled from her charge as I did to be 
out of her power. The poor woman 
was half dead of the vapours^, and, I 
believe, would not have furvived it had 
not Mr. South*s company afforded her 
relief; for whenever he appeared fhe 
was as hapjpy as envy of the particular 
attention he paid to me could fufferher 
to be ; and tho' I would not, in gene^ 
ral, recommend jealoufy as very condu- 
' cive to mental or bodily health, yet it 
certainly would be of great fervice in a 
iituation that ftagnates the blood, with-* 
out fome fuch animsting paffion to con- 
tinue its ch^ulation. 

I could not but confeis it was pit/ 
that ^^ one who fpoke fo well, Ihould 
^^ ever fpeak in vain -," but what fuccefs 
could attend it, had flie been en-' 
dowed with the moft perfuafive elo* 
quence : an orator places his hc^s in 
moving our paflions, atid to make them 
of his party is his fole aim ; it is no af* 
front, therefore, to her rhetork, that 
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it ifaould fail) wh^n k was dir^^^d 
againft the moil invmcible paflion^ 
After- the good woman had talked 
herfeif hoarfe, I repeated what I had 
firft told her, *' that no offers could 
*' tempt me to fell Lord Dorchefter*s 
** friendfhipj but if I was permitted 
** to judge for myfelf, and found 
*' him in reality as indifferent as the 
*« Marchionefs reprefented him, I 
** fhould fly far enough from one 
*' whofe inconftancy muft render the 
*« fight of him painful, without putting 
•* her to any expence." 

I thought her Ladyfhip in a great 
error, when (he fuppofed poverty 
might prove fo dangerous to the ftate 
of my foul i I did not comprehend her 
meaning; and as far as I had been 
able to obferve, luxury led people in- 
to more vices than neceffity. Expe- 
rience had then lliewn me, that 

The devil, grown wifer than of yore. 
Tempts men by making rich, notpoor. 
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I was under no apprehenfion that 
want of virtue could be the confc- 
Quence of want of money, and, there- 
fore, faw no fufficient inducement to 
accept any from one who had fo cru-- 
clly injured me. 



CHAP. 
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MR^ South had omijjtedr writing to 
. us for mt)re days, than ufuali 
having, as we learned, bpen prevented 
by a friend who had fpent a little- time 
wich hijnj but during this increafe of 
ipy* ftniciety,- he c^aie ,one morning to 
breakfafti his. particular enquiries aftejr 
my health, ; Ihpwed me that he per-^ 
ceivpd an alteration in- it. The day 
Joeing ,fine>- we went together into the 
garden, where we had not walked long, 
when'be intitma<;edadefire tofpeakwith 
Mj"^^ Hernef alon«. ; His countenance 
hjpid. (hewn cpn^ufjAn* his thoughts wan- 
dered, and^hjs tonverfationj.had been 
ftraiaed and uncortnefted from the time 
ofhisfirft coming in. I pitied him, 
from a belief that he laboured under 
fomq uneafinefs ; and paiijs of the mind 
cogld not then fail of exciting my com- 
paflion. I was now more convinced 
that he had fon>e diftrefs to impart; 
and having heard him whifper his re- 
queft for a private audignce, I walked 
D 5 from 
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from them^ and thinking myfelf at a 
fuiHcient diflance^ fat down at the 
bottom of an old yew tree, which time 
had rendered hollow, and frequently 
ferved me for a well (heltered feat. 

But, as the God of Laughter would 
have it, Mrs. Herncr brought her gen- 
tleman taa bench full in my view. I 
obferved her eyes rather twinkling 
than fparkling, every feature wore a 
fmile, and flic had pulled up her head 
till ihe was as upright as a may-pole* 
^After they were feated, and fhe had 
blulhed, drawn down her handkerchief^ 
ftroaked her ruffles, pinched her apron> 
and played over all the pretty airs of 
confufion, finding ht did not break 
filence, fhe, as I could perceive, with 
great hefitation and difficulty, enquired 
his reafon for defiring this interview ; 
her words were breathed in a voice too 
gentle for me to hear, but her man- 
ner explained them. 

Mr. South did not feem to fpeak 
with more facility, nor in a found more 
audible. I could not divine his mean- 
ing, but faw him confounded, and m 
a tremors however, the firft effort 

pafied> 
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pafled^ he grew more eafyj but in 
proportion as liis comntenance expref- 
ftd greater pleafure, her*s ihewcd Icfs. 
His eyes petitioned ; but as his became 
more tender and humble, her's fliot 
forth fiercer rays, her cheeks glowed 
with at higher red, and lofing all that 
fwcct complacency of feature with 
which (he at firft liftened to him, (he 
rofc from her feat, and anger giving 
ftrength to her voice, I could very dif- 
tinftly hear her thus addrefs him : 
** Is this the mighty fecret for which 
** you wanted a private aiKiience? 
" You did well, indcedj to defire ic 
'* private; fuch an abjeft thought 
** (hould be known by as few as pof- 
" fible. In love' in fo fhort a time ! 
** and with a baby face j a little white 
** and red, and perhaps fome pretty 
*' features! A child, not able to know 
•^ the duties incumbent on a wife and 
*' the millrefs of a houfc ! To marry 
*• her would difgrace your family, con- 
*^ taminate your profeffion, difhonour 
'* your cloth, and bring certain ruin 
<* on yourfeif. Such wilful blindnefs 
'* defervcs not a guide i but I will be 
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*' one to ,you, and preferve you from 
" the perdition you court.^' 
. Mr. South interrupted her at this 
expreflion of unwiflied-for regard; I 
could not diftinguifli his wprds, but he 
had the air of a moft melancholy and 
humble fuppliant, whicl^ proved una- 
vailing, for Mrs. Herner again brojce 
forth. ^^ Fye, fye ; is it feemly for One 
" whofe example and preaching fhould 
*^ teach the world to mortify and deny 
*^ themfelves, to overcome their paf- 
*' Gons ? Is it decent for fuch a pne 
*' to chufe a wife for a little tranfitary 
" beauty ? What will people fay when 
'^ you are exhorting them to abfti- 
** nence j but that, after having pro- 
*' vided every gratification for your- 
*' felf, after indeed abftaining from all 
*' that is lefs tempting, ^nd thinking 
*' it virtue, you tfiumph over, them 
" who pradtice lefs felf-indulgence, 
'^ tho', perhaps, more lawfully ? Does 
" not your profeflion teach you to 
*' fearch after more fublime beauties j 
*^ thofe of the mind ? Moral charms 
** alone fhould be regarded by a mi- 
" nifter of our facred religion. Has 

" not 
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" not the wife Solomon told you, that 
*^ favour is deceitful, and beauty is vain, 
" but the woman that feareth the Lord^ 
" fhe Ihall be praifed ? Does he not 
" fay, that the price of a virtuous wo- 
" man • is above rubies ? Such yoa 
" might have found/', foftening. her 
voice ; " you might have met with wo- 
" men who have been tried in the worlds 
" like gold in the fire, and paffed thro' 
" it unfullied ; whofe minds are formed 
" by a competence of years, anci their. 
** hearts purified by knowledge .and 
" care; who have been taught by CKr 
" pericnce to value true rperit" (ciafting 
glances at him, which (he defigned fljiould 
be languifhing, butfeemed n>Qre expreC- 
five of ftupidity)i "one qualified to be 
" friend, companion, and help-mate; 
," one who would nurfe you when fick^ 
" obey you when weU, and live up to 
*' a trup fenfe of her duty ; and all this 
" with rank and family that would not 
" have debafed you in the eyes of the 
" world. . This, I fay, you might have 
" found." And here fhe flopped, as if 
to fee whether a defcription fhe meant 
for her own pifture, would warm him to 
any kind thoughts of the original 5 but 
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he, with fomc indignation in his coun- 
tcnance, anfwcred, ** I think I have 
** found it all in yoiir friend ; I have tX)o 
** much faith in phyfiognomy to doubt 
« it; heT*s exprcffes every thing that is 
•* amiable in the m6ft legible and charm- 
•* ing charafters.'* ** I fee what you are," 
interrupted Mrs. Hcrner, with a voice 
ftill louder than before ; ** the man gets 
'* the better of your divine foul •, we may 
«* now no longer wonder that the flieep 
" wander out of the right path, lince 
** thelhepherd himfelf goes aiftray •, and 
** tho* obliged to purify human nature, 
^ is finking to the brute, and not only 
^ withdrawing himfelf from his obedi- 
" ence to religion, but even to reafon, 
" While you are thus a flave to your 
*• appetites, continued fhe, you are be- 
•*• low the beafts of the field, and as 
** fuch, not fit company for me -, but I 
*• Ihall take care to lead temptation out 
*« of your way, fince you have not fuf- 
** ficicncy of virtue to refift it. You 
** fhall no more fee this painted baby, 
•* this fleftily idol, now the fole objeft 
" of yoiir devotion/' With this menace 
Ihe left him ; nor did he endeavour to 
detain her, but fecmed all amazement. 
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I fat ftill) tn hopes of remaining un-^ 
obferved. I fuf{>e£led myfelf to be 
meant under the flattering appellation 
of painted baby, that pernicious evil 
flie had been defcribing, and had no 
define to reverie her fentencc, though I 
efteemed the man. But pafling by 
the place where I fat> he perceived me, 
and coming up with great confufion in 
his rtjanner, would have fat dovm by 
i¥ie. I had t)een detained there too 
long, from a defire of being concealed, 
and was grown very cold, therefore chofe 
to walk. With great difficulty he Ham- 
mered out, ** hfe had been entreating 
** Mrs. Hei^fler to offet him fend his Ibr- 
*< tune tb me. He feared I (hould 
" aorufe him of prdfumptipn if he at- 
** tempted to make fo poor an offering 
*' without the mediation of a friend ; 
<^ but fhe had reduced him to it, for 
«* he had no hopes of her affiftance.** 
He then gave me an exad account of 
his fortune and income, feying^cvery 
thing that was tender, generous and 
delicate on the fubje6l, with fuch fear 
and humility, that I was • grieved at 
being obliged to humble him ftiU more, 
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by a rcfufal, which, however, I encfea- 
ypured top^ili^cej^s^ ruu^b as.^/Sble^ 
« 1: S£l^BOwlqilged th^. obl%«icM>iffoi4 
f^gopd .ppr«i^n conferred, o^.j^nie.s.: af- 
f. flaring hifji ,of my'^eftceo^ bMWhat I 
J' ^could npt think of marjiage; M^re not 
*', this a literal truth, he might be ftir§ 
^* I (houjd pot exfeptfto his offia:^ for 
f*i my,fuMation.3vas4Ktfen)pl^:yftl|i4>|?y« 
^'^bial: I could fiot ch^ngcjt for tfe^fn§r- 
,*> ried.ftate^ tho' J w^thergiaipfifowri 
*^ iteQftunjuftly f^i?:ed by^fprce-j i|n^ dc- 
•*• {^Bed againfLtsny ,^iU vfith jhc .ut- 
** poll vigilaftce ^d c^e/,*. 
- While I jvajrmifringithefej^ft word^^ 
Mrs* Her,ner:ftpg^»redki wAiWitJt- a -de- 
gree of ra^e n$v Ji^^ural, tp.her^difpo^ 
fnion (bujc jeak)u% :€^n w^rfc ¥i?ont4l?rs) 
inquired, ".what. I ipeant by remain* 
^' ing in the .garden?" ..comaianding 
iXje ,to go irito, ihchouie.; J was. fo 
flioqk^d \vi^hi.thc concern I ha4 given 
Mr. South, vyhi^h he feemed father to 
endeavour, to conceal than to Ihew, that 
I was glad to obey her ; but hp catching 
hold of my hand, entreated -me to fi- 
nilh.what I. was faying, and explain a 
myftory which filled hin) with altonilh- 

ment 
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ment. I eafily underftood that by this 
he meant the imprifonment I had flight* 
ly touched upon *, but I coufd not make 
a farther explanation before Mrs. Hen- 
ner, nor did fliegive me time j for tell- 
ing him, that '^ it was unbecoming a 
*' minifter of the gofpel to give way to' 
" hfs paflions," flie led me into ihc 
houfe, out of which I was not fufifered 
to flir that day. ' 

Mrs. Herner had never beheld me* 
with fuch looks of anger as (he gave 
me afifer this affair; flie was frequently 
in tears ^, and made me partake of her 
forrow, by being the vi6kim.of her itt 
humour, r Her jealoufy added fb. tnudt 
to the cruel efie6):s of the MarchionefsV 
commands, that I was fo ft ridly watched 
(at a time when I nnore than ever 
longed for liberty in order to examine 
into the truth of Lady Trente's letter)^ 
that three days pafled before the garde-" 
ner, who had been bribed into Mr*. South's* 
interefty could give me the following* 
letter : 

*' Madam, 

'< Though you deny me the hopes 
" of reward, you have not deprived me 

« of 
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to have affifted me in mytfaipci and 
}^ec where to go without a guide^ if I gos 
ckar.from the caftle, I knew not Thefe 
tonfiderationsdi ftreflcd me; . , They niigitt 
have been obviated b^ putting^tn^felf 
iinder Mr. South Vproteftion; butiiow 
could I make a man of his worth fub-f 
lervient to my interefty and diflppoint 
hinf.of the reward which jaoc^geherofity 
<x)u!d prevehtj his-hoping? fromvfuch a 
fecvicc;^ tho* icjmight not ftiffer bimtto 
J)re6 what hc' would think, in gratilyudei 
his duiffi )1 could not procure fe^'dwri 
gratification but by Ws disappointment v 
and ^n^ fijft. f^folution ;3*ia5-;ta: write* hiin 
?in aniwerj TKbich.I wiil,;ftirrtearily .&sift^ 
memoryv«ivUlf pccnuiti r^pdat ix>. youn 
La^yftiipt. : c: • ; • -. .♦:.'. . " /:- . '• 
c *? How ardently foever I' may .wifti 
^^ for liberty^ I cannot, confent to re- 
V )Q6iw k froni one to wtiQm J. can make 
^' tOf mi;ur(^;;t Noicapti^^ity iQaia be: fo. 
" gripW\|s to Bfi^. ja$ the, foafQ of obli-i 
" gations which it will never be in, my^ 
** power to repay, I ftjuflr intfeat you 
*^ noj co.deliver me frpm^mj^ imprifpn- 
**.inieiit, to fetter me. wijtb ingratitude^ 
J* nor to ^d any.ferjJ^r.pfpofs of a r^ 

*^ gard 
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•*'gatd:i (o-lutleidcfcrve. ;y6Urgene-y 
*f rbus and kind in^ntio;i5 can never be 
" cfFaced from my memory ; nor ftiall 
*? I ever ceafe towilhyour happiricfs 
" and; j)rofpcrity may be eqijal to youi? 
" fnewj and. tlxeij lift fenfe I haveof it: 
5*; I can nev^r. give you a right. to jj:55* 
*^. p^&T a htiart. which it. is not,, in: t^ 
*';ip<)wer to giv-c,. and to ^hich y<)ut 
*f rfnerits alone are top good a title>'* I 
.' W^en. I delivered t'hw epiftle tQ tb^ 
g^deper, he Jnfgrnied me that, Mr. 
South had made fevcral unfuccefsfu.lat? 
jtempts;to Re nae ^ and findingtheiriyfiin, 
ii^;a{)p))^. to him tp deliver meUiis 
Ictt^ i^attding many pxherthings ^ Qr* 
der to ftiove}aiy GOtxipafllpn, by the vnwr 
finefs under .which he. rj?prefented hiaa^ 
or tiQ pleafe.m^by defcribiog fymptCstns 
of an affeftion in Mr. South, which from 
my readinels,* to enter into a coscefpon^ 
denf;c, I ftipppfq, he thought very.agret* 
able. to me, • • '•. .;. 

I liftened patiently, for fear of offend- 
ing a man frpni whotni hoped to. re«* 
jceiy^r^rh^ bleging of liberty, but did 
mt d^are to^Af^d^u^ ahiac of niy defign 
at that time, kiVitihouW be delivered 

to 
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to Mr. South with my l^cer, and I be 
obliged to him, contrary to my inclina- 
tion. 

I had the good fortune to meet with 
the giardener alone the next day : he 
told me be had given. my epiftle to Mr. 
South, who feemcd lb forry, poor gen- 
tleman, it grieved his heart to fee himl 
Time was too precious for mc to fafFer 
him to fpend it in exprefling his compaf- 
fi6n; I therefore offered the bribe J in- 
tended^ and promifed fecrcfy and pru* 
dence. 

The man feemed ftrongly charn^d 
with the fight of the gold which I ^xJ- 
pofed to his view in order to ftrengthen 
the temptation, and he engaged to an- 
fwer my hopes, if it could be contrived 
wJlhout his being difcovered as a party 
in it^ and ailured me of ufing his utmofl: 
endeavour to effed it. We agreed on 
^xv hour of meeting again, when he 
ihould be able to impart his fuccefs ; I 
charged him to keep the affair a fecret 
from Mr. South 5 and we parted with a 
great increafc of content oA both fidesf, 
he enjoying, in ^imagination, the offered 
gold^ and I my liberty, ^ 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII. 

MRS. Herncr's vigilance would 
not fuffcr me to hear the garde- 
ner's fuccefs at the time appointed; bnt 
I was too induftrioua in feeking an op- 
*|>ortunit7 of fpeaking,.to be iong pre- 
vented, and I had the inexpreffible joy 
to learn that he had£ortned apradtica- 
ble fchcmc. I lifficned. with caccmefs 
to every partdcolar; but when I found 
mj firft ftep was to be on a ladder, I 
confefs I trembled. As the doors were 
all moft fecurely locked every nigh^ 
he told m^ " he faw no hope btmy 
'* cfcaping that way^ and the rooms 
** being very high, I was raifcd fo far 
** from the ground, tbo* I lay only on 
^^ the firft floor, that he had no ladder 
*« that would reach above half-way to 
*' my window. This induced him to 
*' aflbciate a young carpenter in the 
*' execution of his fchem«, whom he 
** found as fenfible of the charms of 
** gold .as himfelf. They agreed to 
** join two of their longeft ladders to- 
** gether, and thro' favor of the night 
** place them at my window, from 
** whence I was to defccnd into the 

garden. 
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*^ gardea.v The fame means were to 
*^ be ufcdto convey me and themfelves 
** over the garden wall, the key of the 
" garden being delivered every night 
.** to Mrs. Herncr. Horfes were to be 
** ready in waiting, and the young car- 
-*' penter was. to be my condiiftor till 
*^ I arrived at a town where I could 
-^* procure an eafier way of travelling." 
The gardener had in charge, after 
having conveyed the ladder oyer the 
wall, to ' carry them into the carpen- 
ter's ftiop, there to difunite them, to 
^void fulpicion, if a fearch was .made, 
and dien returning over the part of the 
•wall, which fome .priLyate excurfions 
had taught him to climb, he could go 
into his own bed-chamber without any 
impediment, as the windows of it 
^apened into the garden, and it was on 
<the ground floor. 

\ This fch^mc, heaflfuredmc, nothing 
could fruftrate but a noife being, made 
intheexecution of it, which muft alarm 
thefamily. 

.. -I thought they fhewcd more care of 
themfelves than of me j to dcfcend from 
fo great a height, down a pieced ladder, 
in a dark night, appeared very terrible 

in 
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in my eyes ; and riding on horfeback, 
a thing I had never attempted, and 
that too in darknefs, was not lefs dread- 
ful j but my defire of liberty was fo 
llrong, that it overcame my fears, and 
I punftually obferved all their direc- 
tions. The appointed hour found me 
watching at my window i my guide 
was punftual ; and with trembling 
fteps I left a place I deteftcd. But my 
joy was greatly clouded with fear, till, 
after riding the whole night, at break 
of day I arrived at a town, where I was 
informed I might get more fuitablc 
means of conveyance. The night had 
favoured my projeft no other way than 
by wrapping all nature indarknefs, and 
all the inhabitants of our cattle in 
lleepj for the rains beat, arid the 
winds blew j and when I got to the inn 
I was entirely wet thro' my clothes^ 
my body perilhing with cold, and my 
heart chilled with fear. My guide 
had lent me a great coat; but the rain 
had penetrated that long before we ar- 
rived at our journey's end ; and it be- 
came only an additional fatigue to me, 
by the great weight it acquired from 
the rain it had imbibed. 

Vol. IJ. E In 
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In tliis condition I would ha:ve prt^- 
t^eded on my journey, tho' I was al- 
moft dead, had noc the landlady in-^ 
fifled on my going to bed, to receive 
fome refrefliment from the two things 
I wanted, warmth and reft. I was 
as little able to contend with her ad- 
vice, as to purfue my own intention; 
and thro' w^aknefs, more than incli- 
nation, obeyed. Before I retiyed to 
my room, I would have difmiffisd the 
young carpenter ; but he pofitively re- 
fufed to leave the place till he had 
feen how I did after my reft. This 
humane attention furprized me, in one 
to whom I was a ftranger, as I had 
not met with the like from people who 
had more feafon to regard me; and I 
couUr not but feel myfelf obliged to 
him for this aftion, tho* I was afraid 
he might open his heart with the li- 
quor the inn afforded, and betray the 
whole affair. I did not fear it fhouW 
be by that means fruftrated-, but I 
could not like to be thefubjeft ofdif- 
courfe among fuch a fet of people. 

Thefe thoughts, however, could not 
difturb the reft I fo much wanted; and 
after a fleep of fome hours I awaked 

greatly 



itized by Google 



O P H E L I A.^ - 75 

greatly refrelbed, and determined to pro- 
fecutc my journey direftly. While the 
chariot was getting ready^ breakfaft was 
inrought me; and with kcaoie my guide 
to enquire after my health. 1 thanked 
him for his good-natured concern, and 
exprcfled a fear that I had inconveniently 
detained him from his bu&neii i but he 
aifuffed Jn^^that was of m confequence,- 
aidding, ^' I durft not, for my life, my 
^* Lady, have left you, till I could give 
<^ a httereradcoMnt to Mr. South ; alack, 
** I warrant he will be main glad to hear 
*^ you fet out from the houfe fo pure' 
«* boddy zxiAfprack % he will have fretted 
f^ bugeouJlyM. the night's being fo bad ; 
^ for he was fo tmberfom&.dihoyjit yottr 
*♦ being cold that he made me take his 
^\ warsnefl: great coat for to put about 
« you." 

■ J Surpriiaed at this addrcfs, ^* I en- 
*' quired what he meant by Mr. South ; 
** I apprehended he knew nothing of 
♦* my flight ^'^ 

«♦ Ah, Lard, do you think naw,'* 
continued the: carpenter, " our filly 
-*♦ heads could have fancied this fine 
** plot oirr own felves? No, no, maftcr 

. ' E 2 . " gar- 
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** gardener knowing Mr. Parfon to be 
,** your fweet heart, went and told him 
*' what you had faid toun, and^j how 
*' you had ordered that he (hould not be 
" telled of it. Mr. Parfon bidun not 
" fay Hojhing of having letun into his 
** conferdence^ and having fent for me, 
*' and tried as whether I was willing to 
*• aft my part, what do he do but write 
** us the plot down, come to my houfe 
•* and fee that I had fattened the lad- 
**. ders tightly together, that they might 
*' not throw you a fall ; lent me his own 
*' horfe, becaufe it is as quiet and as 
** fure-footedasoneofuschriftians, and 
'' then gave me this letter for you. 
** My mind gives me, that this will tell 
*< you all •, but I does love to tell news, 
*' fo I was bent on telling you all my- 
" felf.» 

I opened the letter with a mixture of 
curiofity and uneafinefs. It contained 
but few lines, which were to acquaint 
me, that, " to prove be deferved a 
** better opinion than I entertained of 
** him, when I imagined he would want 
** a reward for any ftrvicc he could ren- 
" der me, he had done every thing rn 

« his 
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*' his power to favour my efcapc, and 
'* would have guarded me in it, had 
** not my charge of fecrefy to the 
•* agent 1 had chofen, as well as my 
*' letter to him, plainly (hewn that his 
** prefence and afliftance would be 
*' highly difagreeable to me. That he 
*' wiftied he could have contrived to 
** have fet me at liberty with more cafe 
*' to myfelf, but hoped fuccefs would 
** amply recompence me for every dif- 
** ficulty.*' He ended by the warmed 
vfifl>es of happinefs, adding, ^^ that he 
*• would not a(k for leave to be a fpec- 
** tator of it,, by begging permiflion 
'^ to wak on me in London, fear- 
** ing that I was fo averfe to him, that 
*' he could not enjoy that pleafure, 
** without its being painful to me ;. 
** and he would rather fufFer the mod 
** fenfible affliftion all- his life, than 
^* give me an hour's difquiet ; nor was 
" he worthy to know the occafion of my 
*' being confined in that old manfion-, 
** and indeed he fliould be afraid to learn 
*^ it, was not his dcfpair already arrived 
** to the utmoft exccfs." 

E J . I fhould 
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I ihould have thougtit myfelf incx- 
curatJy ungrateful, had I not written a 
few lines to return my thanks for hrs 
generous afliftance ; to which I added 
an aflTorance, that I ihould be always 
glad to fee him whenever his affairs 
would permit his coming to London •, 
but thro* inadvertency, forgot to give 
him adireftion which might enable him 
to find me. With this ktter I difpatched 
my guide, and got into the chariot,^ 

Tho* my fuoarion was eafier than be- 
fore, yet my mind was far from ebjoy* 
iflg peace; every ffep that brought mc 
nearer London, increaftd my anxiety ; 
I tumbled to enquire what I wanted n> 
know -, and the mecr poffibility of find- 
ing the Marchionefs^s accoiint true, for 
I often flattered myfelf that it could 
fcarcely be called a probability, made 
me wretched. The only fourcc from 
which I hoped to receive any confola- 
tion was returning to my kind aunt and 
her peaceful cottage; her wife inftruc- 
tions, and tender indulgence, I hoped^ 
might, in time, heal nrry mind, and re- 
ftore me to fometliing like tranquility*; 
for reil peace, I believed^ would never 

more 
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more wter my heart, Iboald this fatal 
change prove real. If indifFcrence were 
to incline Lord Dorchefter to avcwd me, 
yet juftice, I thoqght, tnuft lead bim 
to inforin me in what part of the king*- 
dom my aunt inhabited, a circumftancc 
he hs^d hitherto fkept from my know* 
fcdge^ 'Thefe wiepe the refleftions ef 
jny moft melancholy hours, which grew 
more frequent as I approached the place 
where; I had fo ardently longed to be. 
Mye^prehenfions increafed fo faft, that 
fair iK)f>e could fcaroely find time, td 
fmile on my black imaginations. 

Between this'aAxiety ^fimind, and 
the fatigue pf my journey, 1 was not 
half animate^ when I got into town *, 
but as I could not forego my impatient 
defire to fee Lord Dorcheflerv while a 
fpark of life remained, J ordtered co be 
driven to his^oufe^ and made the coach^ 
man let me out before the fervant (in 
Icfs hafte than I was) came to the door, 
and 1 wa* ready to enter, as foon as it 
was opened. . 

I enquired for Lord Dorchefter with 

tui eager wildnels, which I few fur- 

prited themj one anfwered, " he wat 

E 4 *' not 
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?' not at home," while another went 
into the parlour, and, I could hear; 
pronounced my name. My Lord's 
voice foon informed me that it was to 
nim he fpoke; for he, riling fuddenly 
from his feat, as I cotild plainly diftin- 
guifli, cried out, " Good God ! is it 
" poflible ! where is Ihe ?** but with a 
lower voice, added -, " why (hould I 
*' afk where Ihe is ? I can never fee her 
" more. Keep her from me ; and bid 
** her avoid the man whom (he Ims fb 
^' cruelly injured^ and fear the eflFefts 
** of his refentmcnt.** 

As foon as he fpoke, I exclaimed, with 
the eagernefs of diftraftion, " I hear, I 
*' hear his voice! why do you refufe 
•* to let me fee him ?" and endeavoured 
to force my way into the room where 
he was; but the fervants Hopped me» 
and held me faft. This was not long 
neceffary •, for his words more effedually 
deprived me of the power of motion, 
and for fome time afforded me relief, 
by reducing me to almoft a total infenfi- 
bility. 

When I recovered my fcattered 
thoughts, I defired to have a chair 

called i 
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called ; the fervants unwillingly obeyed 
me, being moved with the condition I 
was in ; they would have perfuaded me 
to wait a farther recovery ; and when 
they found all they could fay was una- 
vailing, each intreated me to permit him 
to fee me fafe home •, but I equally re- 
jefted them all ; charging them not to 
offend^ on my account, fo good a 
mafter, who, it was plain, would be 
difpleafed with any regard (hewn to 
one whpm he was determined to aban- 
don, " They in fifted, that they were 
'* fure he could not be angry at the re- 
** fpeft and concern which they mufl: 
•* be brutes not to feel for me, whatfo- 
** ever he might think proper to do 
** himfelf/' But I would not fuffer 
any of them to attend me, tho', I con- 
fefs, I received fome fatisfaftion from 
feeing they retained a' regard for me, in- 
dependent of their matter's. Gratitude 
will give us plcafure, whatever heart 
pays us that valuable tribute. 



CHAP. 
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IDirefted my chair to Lady Palcftinc's, 
from whom I hoped to . Icara the 
whole of the affair between I.ady Trente 
and Lord Dorcheftcr, which, from his 
behaviour, I more than ever believed ;, 
but pride would not fuffer me to afk any 
queftiohs of his fervants, tho' in fuch 
particulars they are generally well qua- 
Kficd to give information. 

At Lady Paleftine's, I was told fhe 
was not at home. 1 knew Ihe never went 
abroad at that hoiir; and being well 
acquainted with the fafliionable parador 
of a lady's being abroad when fhe is at 
home, I replied, that I was fure (he was 
denied, and therefore deftrcd the fervant 
would return and «:U her ^ny namc^ 
He complied; but brought mc back 
word) that *' my r^me could be no 
" recommendation to me while my 
« conduft was fo indifcreet/* 

Rejeded a fecond time, I had not 
courage to go to any other of my ac- 
quaintance, efpecially as her Ladyftiip 

- was 
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was the only one with w^hotn I was on 
an intimate footing ; but ordered to be 
carried to my own houfe> where I hoped 
to be fcreeti'd^ from fuch indignities-, 
and perhaps to get fome light into this 
undeferved ill treatment j for fuch, I 
thought> I had a right to call thefe 
affronts, fince indifference could not 
cxcufe brutality -, nor did I fuppofc that 
Itiy forced abfence could be attributed 
to my diftionour. I was infcnfible to 
the fufpicioiis air it bore j and thought 
it (hould have excited pity, not refent* 
ment, in the hearts of thofe that loved 
me. 1 imagined they might be appre*- 
henfive for my fafety, and pity my 
fate, but not blame my conduft. Since 
I became better acquainted with the 
world, I have be^n fenfible that they 
could not be called unjuft in the iHopi- 
nioh they had conceivedi of mei tho* 
-they proved in an error;- when people 
can judge only by appearances, a mif- 
take may often be unfortunate wilhout 
being blameable. • ^ »» 

But as at that time, 'my^-- ignorance 
'})fevented my looking on the cre^tAienc 
1 received in this light,i I was? not free ^ 
■ ' "^ . - frofh 
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firomrcfentment; efpecially againft Lady 

Pakftine; Ihe had hurt my pride; my 

Lord had wounded me in my affedVions j 

and grief did not leave me fpirit enough 

to be angry with him. It was not \a 

the power of any other pcrfon to afflidt 

me, for where ihe greater malady is fioc'd^ 

ihe lejfer isjcarcefelt. My mind was fo 

little capable of any increafe of un- 

cafincrs, that it received no additioa 

from finding myfelf excluded, even from 

my own houfe. The chairmen knocked 

a confiderablc time at the door, till 

they were convinced nobody was ' at 

home, and alked me where I chofe to 

be carried. 

This queftion indeed puzzled me, 
tho* it could not add to my diftrefs. I 
was afraid of attempting to get admit- 
tance into any other place, left it fhould 
be refufed me, and being little able 
to think, was long fat down-there^ 
before I could recolleft a houfe where I 
might hope to be received. At laft I 
thought of a millener whofn I had ufed, 
'^ad diiedcd them there. 

Th)6 wp/iiaii very readily accommo- 
•dated me with a room, and would have 
favoured me with her cofnpany, had I 

not 
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not entreated her to leave me tomyfelf ; 
for in fuch a ftate of mind the fight of 
any perfon was irkfome ; it muft have 
laid me under fome rcftraint •» for my 
pride would not fuffei' me to declare that 
I could be fo much affcfted by one 
who felt nothing for me but indifference j 
and I was afraid of mentioning Lady Pa- 
lcftine*s behaviour, fince her fcorn might 
prove an example to the millener 5 for 
the little love to ape the great. It 
was not till the next day that I became 
able to refolve or execute any thing. I 
then determined to write to Lord Dor- 
chcfter-, juftifying this courfe from all 
imputation of meannefs, by perfuading 
myfelf, that to fhew I was blamelefe 
was , a duty I owed to my reputation. 
Inconftaney appeared to me the more 
criminal, from my haying no idea of it. 
I fuppofed it a crime almoft unparellel- 
led ; and knew not that cuilom was 
thought fo great an alleviation of the 
offence, that it was treated by the world 
as one of the fmallefl frailties to which 
human nature is fubjcd. Your Lady- 
fhip will, therefore, not wonder if fome 
refentmenc was mixed with grief. But 

I found 
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I found it eafier to humble my pride 
thah to mortify ftiy affcftion. 

Had I perceived that appearances 
were againft me., I fliould have'thbught 
myfelf obliged to make all the ftibmiC- 
lions which could have been required of 
fi!>e, it I had been really in the wrong, 
for who can be fecured in fuch cafes 
from miftaking the truth ? But without 
this cxcu(e for my condefcenGon,! wrote 
to my Lord a fhort account of my im* 
pfifonment, adding, that, " I hoped he 
*' would not partake of the Marchio* 
** nefs's laverfion to me-, and he might 
•*• be affured that 1 fliould not returrt 
** even ^n unfriendly wifll for the in- 
" juries I had received from her ; for 
" whoever was his wife I muft look on 
« with refpeft -, and, if (he pleafcd, with 
.*« afFeftion ; and, indeed, if flie made 
" him happyj muft feel that gratitude 
*« towards her which a perfon deferves 
*' who confers upon us the greateft blef- 
•* fings in life J for in that rank I 
*' Ihould always efteem his happinefs, 
*• however his heart was eftrangcd fi-om 
« me.'* I then begged, *' ifhenolon- 
" firer wilhed to fee me, he would in- 
-^ • « ftruft 
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*^ ftriid mc where to find my former fo- 
^* iitude, and not detain me in a place 
** which was become much more kaiclf. 
** to me than my cottage." 

I forbore, as much as I was able, any 
ftrong cxpreflions of my grief. If his 
affection was gone, I did not wilh to move 
his pity V and my concern was too ten- 
der to fufier me to make him any^'e^ 
proaches. 

As foon as I had written my letter 
I Tent it by one of the chairmen who 
had brotrght me to the milliner's. This 
man, eithMer moved with compaffion for . 
one he-faw fo deeply afflift^/ at an age 
when grief might reafonabiy have been 
thought far off, or abated by the le& 
laudable motive of hoping to find ad^ 
vantage from attending on a perfon 
whofe affairs appeared fo confufed imd 
complicated that a menial afTiftant might 
be requifite, came early in the moi^ning 
to afk if I had any commands. What- 
ever was his motive^ th€ efFc6t was 
convenient; I. Wanted a meftenger, and 
gladly employed him. His fagacity 
convinced him that my letter wai 'of 
importance to me, and, without my fty- 

ing 
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ing any thing to that purpofe, affnred 
me he would return with the utmoft ex- 
pedition. 

I believe the chairman kept his word ;- 
but to impatient expectation, time 
fcems to move with leaden pace. The 
hour-glafs crnpties (lowly to thofe who 
watch every, land that falls thro* it.. 
This was the cafe with me ; the fleeteft 
of the creation, had he been my meflen- 
ger, would have appeared flow to my 
impatience. From the inftant the chair- 
man left, I expefted his return, and 
would not believe my watch, it marked 
the progrefs of time fo tedioufly, in 
comparison of my fwift imagination. 
After what I thought a long abfence, 
the man came back ; I had fcarce cou- 
rage to aflc the fuccefs of my letter, 
and was damped by feeing none in his 
hand -, but calling all my forlitude to 
my aid, I fluttered out fomething like 
an enquiry •, to which he repliqd. Lord 
Dorchefl:er was at home, and the fer- 
vaht carried in my letter, but returned 
• immediately with it in Jiis hand, faying, 
his Lord refufed to receive it, and com- 
manded bin?, *' never to bring any more 

I' meflages 
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" meflages or letters from me, unlcfs 
** he wanted to incur his difpleafure, 
•* and entirely deftroy all hopes of his 
" recovery of health or cafe;" With 
this anfwer the chairman was returning, 
when the fervant overtook him, defired 
the letter, and that he would acquaint 
him where I was to be found ; bidding 
him '• prefent his duty to me, and af- 
«* fure me that he would make farther 
•* trials to bring me an anfwer j and if 
" he could not fucceed, I fhould receive 
" my own letter fafe, with an account 
" how he had proceeded.** 

Nothing <:ould be more {hocking to 
me than to find my Lord would not even 
read rayjuftification. IndiflFerencealone^ 
could make him void of all curiofity 
about me 5 therefore I had little hope 
frona his fervant*s good-natur*d inten- 
tion •, I knew if the fight of his hand 
had not difpelled any pique I had con- 
ceived againft him, the ftrongeft argu- 
ments from another muft have been un- 
availing i I ftiould have difcovered more 
eloquence in the leaft fignificant letter 
of the alphabet written by him, than in 
all the words another tongue could have 

uttered. 
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uttered. Had I entertained the itaft 
hope of fbcceedmg by his fervant's in* 
terceflion, my pride was too mtidl 
humbled to have felt any mortification 
at berng reduced to make ufe of fuch an 
interceffor •, but I confefs I Wuflicd to 
think how low I was fallcru I now 
flrongljr experienced this iofilliblc truths 

She muft be humble who wotrfd pfcafe-. 
And ihe muft fuffer who would love, * 

And yet I continued blind to my own 
pafiion 5 I fufpcftcd myfelf of no cen^ 
d^per affedion tfean friendlhip, of which 
i had fo high an idea that 1 readily re-*- 
conciled every pang I endured to my ex* 
Jilted notion of it* If 1 compared jthe 
fcntim^ents of my heart with what was 
generally <:iiUed fricndlhipin the warid> 
It only fcrved to mak« me'defpife ,what 
others profefled, not to fufpe6b my own* 
A o>mmon effeft of a comparifon be- 
tween ourfclves and others^ any differ* 
ence that appears to oor own opinion, 
generalty turns to our advantage, and 
gives €is opportunity of bdfcowing fom« 
felf applaiiKe upon our own perfections. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP, xxxvni. 

IH A D been for fome hour$ devoted 
to delpair, when I beheld Lord Dor- 
chefter before me. I was fp buried in 
tho^gi)^, tJ^at I bad /iQt beard the 
door opeflSg bucifee ^ighc of him put 
ail my rwerle to fligbt.; H^ eagerly 
embraced me s and thanked Heaven he 
once more had me in his arms. Sud* 
den 'py overcame me, * and deprived 
nn^e of the. power of fpeech. Durii^ 
my fi^i>ce, .b^ *,* bejggad pardon for his 
•' infolenc^ ih refufing to fee. me^ but 
•' that convinced I had voluntarily fkd 
'* from him, he thought it mean as 
*' well a& imprudent, to truftbimfelf 
" with the fight of one from whom 
*^ he was e^ndqavouring to. wean bis af* 
^* fe<5tions 5 a painful ^trial which had 
'* coft him rnany pangs,, and yet proved 
*' totally unfvK<:cfsfuK i The fame mo-* 
" tive," he faid, «' induced him to re-^ 
*« iufe my letter; which, hecpnfefled^ 
«' he repented the next minute, and 
*« (hoUld have called back my meflcn- 

« ger 
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** ger had he not been reftrained by 
*' the fear of expofing hjmfelf to his 
" fervants, and being -defpifed for his 
" meannefs. This confideration pre- 
" vented his" aflcing any more queftions 
'* concerning me the day before; but 
*' he could no longer maintain the fame 
** command over himfclf, and on fome 
•^ other pretence, calling the fervant 
" who had brought him my letter, 
« he enquired what meflenger I had 
*« employed.** 

This gave the good-naitured footman 
an opportunity of defcribing the con- 
dition into which I was thrown by hrs 
refufing to fee' me, and all that paffed 
on the occafion. Seeing his Lord 
moved by the account he gave him, 
he ventured to exprefe his wonder at 
his Lordfhtp's having rejedted my let- 
'ter, for, " he was fure I could noi be 
** in the wrong, fince it was plain to 
•' perceive that I did not exped fuch 
** treatment as I had received the day 
," before 5 and had none of that con- 
" fufion in my countenance fo impofli- 
** ble to be hid by one who fears the 
«« reproaches of a peffon flie has in- 

" jured. 
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" jured.** Lord Dorchefter, without 
feeming offended at the liberty he took, 
replied, that *;* if he had fuppofed Mifs 
" Lenox could havcjullified hcrfelf, he 
<* would, at leaft, have read her let- 
" ter; and, indeed, could not -but ac- 
" cufe himfelf of great infolence in 
**^ having rcfufed to fee her, whea (he 
** had ravouredhim with a >vifit, or 
*' to receive what (he had .done him the 
*' honour to write •, but that anger had 
*« got the better of the refpeft due to 
'' her," 

The fervant not perceiving that pride 
might be his Lord's ftrongeft motive 
for r^taiping feme iappearances of re- 
gard for one whom he had ' taught 
every perfon belonging to him to re* 
fpedt, was encouraged by the manner 
in which he fpoke of me, and tol4 
;him *' the chairman had left my let- 
*' ter, therefore the means of repair- 
" ing what he thought an offence was 
** ftill in his power." Obferving that 
he looked rather difconcerted than an- 
gry, he brought it, and laying it 
on the table before him, went out 
pf the room, while my Lord con- 
tinued 
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tinned in. an anxious uncertainty what 
courfe totakc^ He owned, that "had 
** his fervant ftaid^ he could not Ha^e 
*' prevailed on- himfelfitbniediately fO 
<* have opened the letter;* to flrong 
" was. pride and refenttihehti; but when 
<* hwi found himfelf alone^ every ottier 
** camfiderarionvamlhed before his hiipe; 
^« weiak'as-if wars, of feeing mejufti^ed 
•'by my : owh>' defence.'* Bur, cbn- 
tinued he, **^4vben I had -read yoUf let- 
^« t^r, the^affli^ioniexprelfed in it, un- 
'* tindtured either with refentment' for 
** the inconftancy of which you fuf- 
** pe<fted mei or the meannefi of pn<t 
*• who cannot feel an kijufyj and the 
*« cruel treatment you hareJ received on 
^* my account, as I gathered ftotti the 
^* ciropmftances you related, gavef me 
.*' Ifhe tendereft concer<i^ at the Iknne 
^> tircie that it relieved rrie fpOBfi a ftate 
•^ -of ; mifery, to- infpire rae with the 
" moft lively joy. I could not reft#aih 
** nxy impatience*, but iiiftai>tly r^aired 
*« to your houfe, with fuch hafte-and 
«* cagerhefs in my fteps and coente- 
<* nance, as attrafted the attention of 

: « every 
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^•^. every one chat met me. I per- 
•* ceivcdit pJainlv^buti crauid not com- 
«* mand either, nw an fuch an occa- 
** fion beftoW a tkooghron the opi- 
*^ mon 43f the multuude. ^But when 
*' I hoped to receive the reward of my 
•^ hafke by the fight of you, I learnt 
** that yo^ was not there, nor could 
** ydur lervants* give me any further 
*• infcrilnatron, than that a Kfeighboiir 
** told them a chair had flopped a con- 
** fiderable time at your door the day 
'* before, and finding no one at homej 
** at lafl: went away. I reproEved them 
** for their negligence in leaving the 
♦* haafeempty,withnnore warmtnand 
*^ bitternefs than I believe any of airy 
-** dcpendaoits ever faw nne iife^j knd 
**^ HOW had no chance of findihg yoti 
<* but in the poflibility of my pcople-s 
^^ 'having tearnti where )rou were, lb 
** order to mafce> this enquiry, I re*- 
J ^* turned home -^wjth'aa- much fpeed a^ 
*' I had left it, and had the fatisfa<flioh 
*^ of hearing where yoti lodged. Add 
^* to this, my joy in finding you, my 
** deareft Ophelia, the delight of know- 
** ingyou thmk aiewi>rthjr of pardon, 

" Relate 
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•* Relate to me every circumftance of 
*^ what has befallen you. Compleat 
*' my felicity by giving me hppes you 
** ftill retain an afFedtion foi- me, or 
'^ if you do not, forbear to tell it me : 
*' deceive me into happinefs, and hy- 
*^ pocrify will for once be a virtue." 
Alas! I replied, " I never had left 
" occafion to aft the hypocrite, if this 
** is all you require. Though I have 
'* thoughtyour treatment of me cruel, 
'/ I could not refent it. My heart 
^^ was too much your's to be angry j 
" it could only grieve. But furely, 
•* it was a melancholy recompence for 
*^ all the pain I had fufFered by my 
'' atfence from you." 

Lord Dorchefter ufed all his power 
to foothe me ; and in juftification of 
what he had dene, informed nie, that 
Lady Trente wrote him a letter the- 
day after my being carried off, to in- 
form him, that ** (he had overheard 
" Mifs Lenox concerting with ayoung 
*'. gentleman, the night before, the 
'^ means of running away with him j 
"and confidering all the precau- 
.^' tions neccffary toward* concealing 

" him 
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^^ him from his Lordfhip's refentment, 
*« and htr from his fearch. That fhe 
«' did. not hear of the day ^ that was 
^' agreed upon, therefore thought flie 
«* could not too foon give this informa- 
«* tion, as there feldom pafled much 
*' time between the forming fuch 
«* fchcraes and the execution of them ; 
** and knowing none of my friends, 
f« but his Lordfliip, fhe believed her* 
, *«. felf obliged in mere charity to ac- 
*« quaint him with it, as it might give 
*« him the power of preventing the 
*« young JLady's ruin," 

This ingenious epiftle found Lord 
Dorchefter in the utmoft anxiety ; and 
the agreement it bore {o my difap- 
pearingj pcrfuaded him of the truth 
of it. A prophetefs who could fulfil 
her pwn predidions, would be very in- 
judicious if the faA did not corre- 
fpond with her words. He went di- 
redly to her houfe to enquire more 
particularly into the afi^air, which (he 
confirmed to him by many corroborat- 
ing circumftances of her own inven- 
tion-, and exprefled herfelf " vaftly 
*' concerned, that fl^e did not appre- 

VoL. II. . F " hend 
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" hend how foon it was to be executed, 
" fince it might poflTibly have treen'pre- 
" vented, if flie had *e:qua1nced hint 
** with it at the inft^i>c flie overheard 
** us/' Lord Dprchefter wanted to dif- 
cover the gentleman; but fhe would 
give no particular defcription, telling 
him, *' fhe could not latisfy a Curiofitjr 
** which might endanger a life fhe fd 
" highly valued -J as fhe feared he in- 
<' tended to call the perfon to account.'* 
Whenever he preffed far this informa- 
tion, he could obtain nothing but'ex- 
prefTions of her attachment to hinx (of 
Which, though not a vain man, he was 
not ignorant before) and invedives^ 
againft my ill conduft ; telling him 
•' it fhould make him indifferent to 
** my fate, for no more could be re- 
** quired of a guardian than a parent 
** would perform, who on fuch provocar 
*.• tion rnuft abandon their beft-beloved 
«* child, and leave her to receive the pu- 
" nifhment Ihe fo juftly deferved.** 

Lady Trente procured many inter- 
views with Lord ^Dorchefter, by pre- 
tended informations that mightaffift him 
in finding me out, the only means fhe 

could 



itized by Google 



OPHELIA- 99 

could difcdver of bringing hin^ fo her 
houfe; and thcrefoFc her working brain 
was continually employed in inventing 
themfand every time fhe faw him (heomit- 
ted no endeavours to attraft him, but 
mixed fo many bitter accufations againft 
me, with the language her iove die-* 
tated, that fhe only increafed his diflike 
to her. He thought the love could * 
not be delicate or generous, that took 
a pleafure in giving pain to the objeft 
of it, whatever benefit flie might hope 
would thereby accrue to hcrfelK 

Having fuificiendy informed each 
other of all that had paflcd during our 
fcparation, we fpent the reft of the 
evening in rejoicing at its being, at laft» 
ended ; but my Lord declared he ihould 
never more think me fafe out of his 
fight, nor knew how he fliould venture 
to lea^e me for an inftant* There ap* 
peared an increafe of tendernefe in him, 
which filenced all my repinings at what 
I had fiifiered. Some difafters give a 
relifh to good fortune, and little re- 
veries quicken affeCtion, 
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CHAP.- XXXIX. 

I DID not return to my own houfe 
till tl;e next morning.-, the hurry 
of my fpirits had a good deal difor- 
dered me ; and as all places are agree- 
able to the happy, I chofe to remain 
that^ day at my lodgings -, one great 
reafon, I believe, might be an unwil- 
lingnefs to lofe any of my Lord's com- 
pany, by the interruption we Ihould 
have received from removing my ha- 
bitation. 

My Lord Dorchefter grew extremely 
uneafy when he perceived that my ill 
ftate of health was more lafting than 
my anxiety. We had both flattered 
ourfelves that happinefs would have 
cured me ; but I believe my conftitution 
had fufFered as much from the unwhole- 
fome fituation of the Marchionefs's 
caftle,, as from vexation, and therefore 
eafe of mind was not fufficient to re- 
cover me. He made me confult a phy* 
fician, who declared Tunbridge waters 
the moft. probable remedy j but as it 

was 
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was yet too early in the year to drink 
them, he gave me fome -medicines 
for prefent relief, with but indifferent 
fuccefs. 

My Lord determined to carry me to 
Tunbridge, as foon as the fcafon would 
permit, and engaged Lady Paleftine 
to be of the t)arty, which I then looked 
upon as an obliging attention; with- 
out any one to countenance and diredt 
me, I muft have been extremely at a 
. lofs, in a place fo new to me; hut 
I have fince perceived, his motive 
was to prevent my becoming intimate 
-with any perfon, who, not being fo well 
inftrufted, might have fruftrated his 
views. 

In the interim, my Lord's principal 
care was finding me out 'a variety of 
amufements. I wan carried to every 
place where theje was any jnovelty that 
might divert me; but none made fo 
great an imprcflion on me, as a col - 
leftion of curiofities, and Bedlam, both 
of which I was fhewn. I propofcd 
great pleafure from the firft, imagining 
I Ihould there fee every thing that was 
uncommonly beautiful ; and was greatly 
F 3 difappointed 
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difappointed to find, that on the con^ 
trary, the colleftor feemed to have been 
adtuated by a pique at nature. For 
if fhe happened to fwerve from her 
general laws, to contradi6l all order, 
beauty and ufe; the mifliapen, un- 
formed mafs became to him more va* 
Juable than her faireft productions* He 
had fpent his life in fearch of things^ 
from which moft peopk would have run 
awayj, and had cherifhed what would 
have frighted others. I found he was 
the general parent of monfters, the 
grand nurfe of abortions, and equally 
the careful receiver of thofc who were 
born dead^ or died of old age, declar* 
ing war with the earth, by defrauding 
it of its due tribute, the bodies of the 
deceafed. The latter, indeed, I was 
informed had not been performed by 
his own art, he having robbed Egypt of 
half its Ptolomies, and yet without a 
moral view in (hewing how poor a 
load is the body of a king. One 
might fay with Anthony, ^ 

Lie there thou Ihadow of an emperor ; 

The ground thou covereft on thy mo- 
ther earth. 

Is all thy empire now. 

I was 
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. I \W5 carried next to Bedlawi, where 
I was furprized to find fo few per- 
ibnSi confined, in a plaice, wbich i was 
toid had been appropriated to the re- 
ception of fvieh aawere deprived of their 
reafopi^fbr I myfelf had feen a fufficient 
nunaber to have fiUed it^ whom I fhoukl 
kiycjudg<^d well qualified. ' 

It wa& ftrangc to oie, that no perfon 
lhc»ild is» thought to deferve confine- 
naent^ baitheivhofe hortfu) adtions pro^ 
OBedoi ficono niiftaken . notions* While 
Jie» who is. prod!npted by evil intenttons, 
wha a(5ksr in open defiance of religion, 
viruie,^ and reafon^ and endeavours to 
form a happincfs for himfelf in deftroy* 
tng that of fociety, ihall be imitated 
by. a fcw^ approved by many, and tole- 
rated by ail. He feall be fuflfered.to 
CDJoy liberty^ wba from a falfe pride 
reduces himfelf and family tt> beg- 
gary affid i3iamt; he, who. proftitutes 
his priociples, and tramples honefty 
under foot, in order to gain honours, 
fliall be received into fbciety, while the 
poor . wretch who innocently fancies 
fairQlelf a king^, ihall be Quit in a dark 
roQm. /Denied the light of the £un, 
F 4 which 
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which gracioufly^/wj on the jufi and 
ibe unjuft. 

I received great confolacion ftomifee* 
ing fo much happincfs among a . fer, 
who, above all others, feemed to claim 
our pity ; and was glad to find, that 
the lunaticks in Bedlam, as well as 
thofe that live more at large, coxild fay 
that there is a pleafure in being mad, 
which none but > madmen know. And 
I am not fure the former Jiave not the 
larger fhare of it. He who madly. be* 
lievcs felicity to confift in things which^ 
when attained, would give . hini .more 
p^in than fatisfadkion, he Who aims at 
impoffibilities, and fearches for what 
cannot be difcovered, has juft reafbii 
enough to feel difappointment^ but not 
to conquer the turn of mind which 
led him into the vain purfuit which 
occafioned it. : 

On .the contrary, in Bedlam, the am-j 
bitious man is a king, and with/an« 
cied majefty,, ftruts as proudly in his 
wretched rags^ as if cloathed in coro- 
nation robes, and his head is> as eafy 
as if graced with a diadem. The 
mifer, in his dirty cell, believes him- 

felf 
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felf poffeflTcd of mines of gold, and 
rejoices in his (lore. The gay man en- 
joys imaginary pleafure, and fancies 
variety, while his life paffes in a dult 
famenefs, day after day. The poli- 
tician here beholds the fuccefs oCevery 
fcheme ; * he new moulds the ftate> 
wages bloody wars, effefts the greateft 
revolutions, tfnd becomeis the ruler of 
the world, without ftirring out of his 
little cell. Here the author's imagi- 
nation reconciles the two things he 
before found moft irreconcileable, wit 
and. riches, and enraptured, enjoys a 
confcioufnefs of fuperior genius. The 
vain woman, in fpite of age Or fmall 
pox, perceives an admirer in every 
one that beholds her; and the finical 
beau fancies finery in his filth. Where 
every thing is imaginary, the pride 
and vanity of the undertaker aflures 
him of fuccefs-j nothing but reafon* 
will convince an obftinacc nr^an that his 
genius can be conquered, and his 
' well-laid fcheme baffled. 

I was not long permitted to enjoy 

the confolation 1 received from fiiid- 

ing that mifcry was not always the 

F 5 portion 
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portion of the mad j for wc were fooa 
carried to another part of the hofpital^ 
fet afide for thofc who were afBided 
with imaginary wretchednefs. . This, 
indeed, was a dreadful fight j for tho' 
the caufes were fantaftick, the fuffer- 
ings were real. There was fomething 
too fliocking in this fcene to tempt 
me to make a ftay of many minutes 
in it. We left it as foon as we could ; 
bur yet I thought the leflbn it gave 
might not be ufelefs to a mind capa- 
ple of refleftion. Should it not teach 
mankind to endeavour to bring their 
paffions under the diredions of rea- 
Ion i to fix their in conft ant minds, and 
expel every fantaftick whim, left they 
ihould gain ftrength from time and 
encouragement, till they arrive at the 
dreadful excefs ofwhich Bedlam aflFords 
fo many examples? If people once 
fufier themfdves to deviate irom rea- 
ibn's path, who can pretend to fix any 
certain bounds for their mifguided 
fteps; and when the confiftency of 
action which fheihould conftitute, gives 
place to every whim of a capricious' 
mind, it is not wonderful that they 

Ihould 
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fliauld waiidcr on till they arrive at 
diftra^on. The pleafures, honours, 
and misfortunes of thofe who are de- 
nominated rational beings, are gene- 
rally imaginary ; they frequently rejoice 
at what is no benefit, and grieve for 
-what is no evil ; they eagerly purfue 
trifles which are not worth a thought^ 
and negleft' matters of the higheft im- 
portance: in-fliort, they will labour 
yeai-s to obtain pleafures which laft but 
a day, and, for a moment's gratifica- 
tion, will giv« up the happinefs which 
ftal! continue through all eternity. 

I cannot help thinking your Lady- 
(hip lulled into a fweet flumber, by 
my moralizing on this fcene ; but 
indeed you muft excufe me, for it 
i-nade fo deep an impreflion on my 
«iind,'th)at I can never recolleft it 
without falling back into the fame 
train of refleftions which I then made 
upon it, and for which a longer expe- 
rience of the world has only ferved 
to give me a greater fcope. In confi- 
deration of this indulgence, I will pro- 
mife, if poffible, to avoid all fuch of- 
fence for the future, and the better. to 

efFedt 
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efFeft it, will carry your Ladyfhip to 
a new place, pafling over in filence the 
remainder of the time I fpent in Lon- 
don; for as it afforded little befide 
matter for refleftion on cuftoms to 
which I was a ftranger, I may be apt 
again to turn moralizer. I muft de- 
pend on theaftions pfpther« for mak- 
ing my narration more agreeable to 
you, than a long feries of my own 
thoughts, which ^re nothing but a 
compofition of witty obfervations, that 
would make any good-natured, p^rfon 
weep the poverty . of the imagination 
that gave rife to them ; lively remarks, 
that would prove better foporifics than 
all the opium in Turkey; differtations 
moral,, religious, and entertaining; 
from, which, after much yawning, you 
may learn, that it is right to do right, 
and wrong to do wrong ; that fripnd- 
j[hip is better than enmity,'a^d that if 
is wifer to pleafethan to offend. . ^ Thefe 
great truths I fhall leave to be taught 
by perfons who love fportingpn an old 
fentiment in thread-bare words ; avoid- 
ing, as much as I can, the produce of 
niyownbrft^n* in hopes ofajSbrding 

you 
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you more entertainment: by colkcting 
cxotlcks, than from . any plants that 
arife from fo bad a fpil a$ my imagi- 
nation^ which is notyery fertile of any 
thing but weeds. 

I mull not, however, omit one affair 
which was tranfa'fbed before we left 
London. Th? Marchionefs of Trente 
was fo enraged at Mrs. Herner's paving 
left me a poflibility of ^fcaping, by 
which her fchcmes were fruftra ted, and 
ihe expo.fedj that ftie refufed to fee her 
' at her return to London, where Mrs, 
Herner went, as foon as S^t found I was 
irrecoverably loft. ^ A more l^menta- 
bl<B effe<3:of the Marchionefs'&difplc^- 
fure tJian the withdrawing the light of 
her countenance, was her refufing to 
maintain her any longer; in which de- 
xiial &e abufed her in tjie moft oppro- 
jbious' terms that rage and infolence 
could fi?ggeft. In this diftrcfs> Mrs. 
Herner applied to many of her friends, 
but found that few people's compaflion 
extended farther than words and con- 
dolances, as for more effed:ual confola- 
tion every' one (hifted her ojQt.to another, 
as more able to afllft her^ like Gay's 
' . hare. 
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hare, received nothing but advice t6 
apply to others; thejhtep*s at bnnd^nnd 
njQwl is warm. I ftippofe <he thought 
I might harbour fotne ■ fefentment 
again ft her, in confideration of the 
part ihe had been eniployed to aft to- 
wards me J at leaft, faw no reafon to 
cxped I fhould do for her what thofc 
who called thcmfelves hef friends re- 
fufed I fo that I only' heard by chance 
that fhe and her neice had quarrelled, 
but the occafion of it was unknown* 
Lord Dorcbefter had advifed nr^e to 
conceal the Marchionefs's behaviour 
towards me, and Mrs. Hcrner had not 
declared it, fearing to exafperate her 
ilill more. 

Though I was as little difpofed to 
efteem Mrs. Herner's difpofitton, as to 
be grateful for the office (he had under- 
taken, yet! I could not be irtfenfiMe to 
herdiftrefs. "A brave man ftruggling 
** with the ftorms offa^e," 15 the no- 
felcft work^of God, and deferves our 
admiration; but a mean man isftill 
his workmanfhip, and, when afflifted, 
demands our J)ity. I told xiiy Lord how 
much her misfortune aflfefted me, and 
the more as I was^though not blameably, 

the 
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the occafion of them. I found his heart 
was not lefs penetrable than mine ; he 
compafiionated her, and iaid, *^ he could 
" not bear that any one flioutd be made 
" wretched by an event which reftored 
" his happincfs. He anfwcred me, that 
*' I might be eafy on her account, for 
'* he would take care (he fhould have 
" the means of being fo -, but thought 
^ it right that, if poflible, tfaejr fhould 
** be procured from Lady Trente, who, 
** at Icaft, deferved that punifhment." 

Lord Dorchcfter accordingly went to 
t;he Marchionefs, and told her, that 
** (he muft know he was well acquaint- 
'• ed with her treatment of me, and that 
** (he might expeft to have it made 
" publick, and to become the topick 
** of general difcourfc, if (he would not 
*' agree to fettle an independency on 
•* Mrs, Herncr. Not that he was at 
*' all obliged to that Lady*s intentions, 
'* who had been a vigilant gaoler, but 
*« becaufe he pitied the woman.** La- 
dy Trente was (hocked at feeing my 
Lord ; but this propofal foon turned 
the blulh of'(hame into the higher 
red of anger% He foimd her invin- 
cible 
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cible fpirit fcarcely to be fubdued by 
the pride of reputation. She would in- 
deed, after a (hort rcfiftance, have con- 
iented to receive her aunt; but my 
Lord had undertaken the poor woman's 
caufe, and thought he Ihould but half 
relieve her dittrefe if he expofed her to 
her niece's ill ufage* He tterefore in- 
filled on a fettlement of 200I. per annum 
for her, finding no hopes of fiich an 
allowance voluntarily, as he thought 
her relation to the Marchionefs, and her 
pad merits, defcrv'ed from her. At laft 
.he fucceeded; got the fectlement drawn 
-up, and. delivered it into the hands of 
the overjoyed Mrs* Herner. 



CHAP. 
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LADY Paleftine delayed; our going 
tp Tvnibridge, for more than a fort- 
night after Lord,Dorchefter wiflicd; me 
there. He was-^deflrous^^of my drink- 
ing the waters as fpon as the weatjicr 
would permit; but her .Lady (hip djd 
not < apprehend .ftie ,ft}Quld cecf ive fuffir 
cicnt' pleafure from watching my re- 
covery, to reconcile her to the place 
whil? jt cogtrnu^d etppty. She did pQt 
give this as; her reafan for deferring 
her journey, but put it upon bufinefs, 
which, in a woman who had no . bu* 
finefs but pleafure, told it as plainly, 
though more civilly,; than if fhe had 
faid it in, exprefs terms. By this delay^ 
the, place Wja$ prqtty full when we got 
thii:jier.) We arrived late at 'night 5 
buf the love of company, detenxiined 
Lady Paleftine p appear the next morn- 
ings.. and fhe infifted on my doing the 
fame. I had been accuftomed to even- 
ing crowd§>. but to be introduced into 
ope fo, ?arjy in the day, was quite new 

to 
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to me, and fo little agreeable to me at 
a time when my .l^ealih piad^ the ra^ 
ther languid in a morning, that I won- 
dered it Ihould ever be a practice 
a^nong a fdciety of invalids. ^ 

The muiic which played while -the 
company remained upon the walks 
pleafed rne ; but I have hiughed at my* 
felf fince, for the reafons I afiign^d lor 
it. I iniagined it was intended sis A 
part of that courfe whrch was to re* 
ftore the fick to health ; and n^di- 
cinally deigned to' promote chearful- 
nefs, to remove the gloominefs acquired 
in the night, enliven the languor irf 
a fick perfon^s morning, to ^ divm 
their thoughts from their infirmities; 
end give a turn to their fpirits. Not 
contented with this reafon alone, ai 
feme of the mufic feemed kk) loud 
for the trembling frame of an mVakdv 
I fufpefted it was alfo intended to drown 
the complaints of the fick^ as driimi 
and trumpets are ufed in battle^ to 
prevent the groans of lall the wounded 
from being heard by the reft, who 
might be intimidated by them. Ima- 
ginaticm x>fteh makes us attribute to 

defign 
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defign what is really the efFedl of 
chance. 

And learned commentators view. 
In Homer, n^re than Honficr knew. 

But I am fliil of opinion, that though 
this may not be a reafon for the 
muiic's playing, it is a good con- 
fequence ariling from iti for I ob- 
fcrved, that if it ceaied for a moment, 
I heard a hundred voices, too weak 
indeed to contend with the fhrill vi- 
olin, or the hoarfe violincello, utter- 
ing promifcuoufly the words jaun^ 
dice, palfy, gout, rheumacifm, with 
the names of almoft every other dif- 
eale incident to human nature; with 
fo minute a detail of the fymptoms 
of each, as increafed the evil in the 
fufferer's imagination, and lowered the 
fpirits of the hearer j and all in fuch 
a confufio.n of tongues, that it was 
impoflible to appropriate to each their 
rcfpedive complaints, but ferved to 
convince me, that all diftempers were 
there aflembled. This filled my mind 
with a kind of horror s and I was al- 
moft 



itized by Google 



ii6 OPHELIA. 

inoft ready to believe I made one in 
Holbein's dance of death, 

I was for fome.time amufed with the 
variety of charadlers this place aflforded, 
and with the vanity and envy fo ap- 
parent in many, which I make no doubt 
often * delays the benefit that would 
otherwife be received from the wa- 
ters. A pretty woman, afflide^d with 
the JTauqdice, whofe fpirits have been 
fufficienjly depreffed with the cloud of 
yellow fpread over her charms, has 
beer} fcen to grow vifibly of a deeper 
dye by the perfecutionof a rival beauty, 
who, to complete the triumph of health 
and bloom, would always fit next her. 
It was com.mon to fee a young lady 
with bright eyes, and refplendent com- 
plexion, place hefelf clofe by a pale 
and languid fpedre, and with pleafure 
confidering the contraft; or a giggling 
girl, crowding a dejedcd invalid, who 
might have fat for the image dfpati* 
ence on a monumentk 
. , The variety of behaviour in this 
various company, was not Icfs enter- 
taining., I was often diverted with ob- 
ferving a meeting between a delica;te 

town 
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town lady, and a robuft Northern 
lafs } the contempt in each of their 
countenances, fufficiently proved the 
fclf-fatisfa6lion of both. The eafy af- 
furance of a perfon much accuftomed 
to company, and the timorous flinefs 
of . a country girl, who never before 
was five miles diftant from the family 
manfion, makes no bad fcenej the one 
advancing with intended affability, 
while the other, with innocent fear, re- 
tires from the forward thing, whom 
flie fufpedks of fome bad defign. 

When I had fo often obferved thefe 
movertients of the mind, that they 
grew old to me, they ceafed to enter- 
tain, and I became very much tired 
of the rooms, except on ball-nights. 
I loved dancing •, and Lord Dorchefter, 
or Lord Larborough (who followed us 
down to Tunbridge) were my partners. 
I found more than ever the inconve- 
nience of being the fubjeifl of obfer- 
vation; I could neither fit nor walk 
in peace. Every motion was conftrain- 
ed, by perceiving myfelf continually 
ftarcd at« In a morning, indeed, I was 
Icfs obferved i fick people have not 

then 
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then fpirits enough to be impertinent : 
my Lord faid I owed it to the palenefs of 
my complexion, for ficknefs had robbed 
me of my natural colour •, though the 
heat of the room in an evening, would 
in a degree reftore it. Lady Palcftine 
ufed to be out of patience with the 
uneafmefs fbe faw me under it being 
looked at ; and would tell me (he never 
envied me fo much; I iiavc been ready 
to reply, that *' perhaps Ihe thought 
** a very cxad: examination could dif- 
«< cover only beauties in hcr^ whereas 
** I was fearful that fuch ftrid obferva- 
" tion muft rather enable them to per- 
" ceive defeds in me, which, in a tran^ 
" fientview, might be overlooked.'* 

I wifhed myfelf lefs at leifure to re- 
mark the aftions of others, the imperti* 
nent efFc6k of idlenefs ; and growing ex- 
tremely tired of fitting by a card ta- 
ble without having the leaft knowledge 
of the game there played at (which 
however fo fixed Lord Dorchefter's and 
Lady Paleftine's thoughts on their cards, 
that I had no converfation with them) 
I was tempted to try my fortune at 

a game 
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« ^dmc ac dtance^ then much in fak 
fhiofi^ As no fkail was required I 
thought I might fiicoecd as well m 
ethers ; fortune has been (iad to fkvour 
fbofe, and at play I was an abfolute 
ideot, therefore had iotnexeafon to hope 
he would prove propitious. 

I went home, the firit night, wiiP 
cer of two or three guineas^ and was 
very well entertained. Play, by keep- 
ing up an e^^er attention, amufed me 
much, and fooa awakened in me the 
fpirit of a gamefler, I regularly at- 
tended the table every night, but con* 
ftanriy with bad fuccefs* This did 
pot difcQuragc me ; but on the con*- 
trary, convinced my luck was changed, 
1 <:ontinucd till I had not a (hilling 
left; fully expedling that every flake 
would bring me badk a part of what I 
had loft. I was now in a difagreeable 
fituation:; I reproached myfdf for my 
folly, and not being able to fupply the 
expences of going abroad, was obliged 
to ^end my euenings at home. This 
was not vrry eafy -, for i/ady Paleiftine 
loved no place :that was not crowded^ 

and 
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and my . Lord was engaged in a partyV 
which he knew riot how to leave; I 
was obliged therefore, to pradice ^ con- 
ftant refiiUnce to the preffing inftances 
they continually made me to accom- 
pany them. It was with regret I did 
what feemed fo very obftinate and dif- 
obliging as to perfift in faying. I did 
not chufe to go, when they fo earneftly - 
intreatediit ; but I was too much aftiam- 
ed of my folly to own my reafon ; 
befides, that it would have: been mak- 
ing my Lord pay for it inftead of my- 
felf. To be fo long deprived of his 
prefence, was very painful to me; if 
1 had gone to the , rooms, there were 
times when he was not fixed to a 
card tabic, and I then ufed to enjoy 
his cbnverfation -, but now I did not 
fee him for three . long hours together. 
He too regretted the fame \ and, at laft, 
began to account for my obftinacy from 
his own imagination. 

One day he was extremely melancholy, 
though he feemed as fond of me as ever, 
if not more tender \ but it was accom- 
panied by fuch an air of dejection, that 

I forgot 
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I forgot the eiTfptinefs of my pUffe, and 
thought of nothing but him. 

Having a dread of his jealous tem- 
per, 1 confidered whether this change 
could be attributed to it. I recalled to 
mind every circumftance of my be- 
haviour ; whereby I diffipated all fears 
of that fort. I had been fo very cau- 
tious of giving him offence, that I had 
avoided the acquaintance of all men, 
and had not even given a civil an- 
fwer to thole who fpoke to me, or 
thanked them for fuch civilities as 
people have an opportunity of paying 
at a publick place. To do this had 
been a great force on my, difpofition, 
which is naturally free and gay -, but 
I had fufFcired too much not to con* 
quer it. 

Unable to guefs at the reafon of 
the depreflion of my Lord's fpirits, I 
begged him to tell it me, and with 
fome reludtance he faid, " It is cruel, 
" my dear Ophelia, to perfecute you 
'' any more -, I am fenfible, if I am un- 
•*^ happy it is not with your intention 5 
*' your behaviour fhews me, that you 

Vol. II. G " are 
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*• areunwiirmg to make mc fo ; though 
** it afflidls, yet it obliges me ; and by 
** raifing my efteem, increafes my af- 
*• fedkion, while it proves the abater 
** mcnt of your's. Do not imagine I 
*' mean to reproach you ; you are not 
•* unjuft, though I am unhappy ; our 
^* inclinations arc not in our power; 
" if your's were, I am perfuaded I 
** (hould retain the fame portion I once 
*'. enjoyed. You look furprized-, but par- 
*' don me, my deareft angel, if I impute 
*' your relblution of not going abroad, 
** to a defire of conquering fome im- 
** preffjons made on your heart, which 
*' in publick you fear would be in- 
** creafed. I can aflign no other rea- 
" fon for your refitting our importu- 
*' nities, and thus turning us loofe in a 
*' place of gaiety and diflipation j nor 
.*' for the confufion and difturbance 
*• which is vifible in you, when we 
*^ endeavoured to get you with us, and 
" the jthoughtfulnefs in which I often 
** perceive you. I admire the efforts 
" you ufe to conquer this new-born 
*« inclination; it is worthy the good- 

" ncfs 
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<* nefe of your heart, which would 
** make you grieve to retider any one 
^« fo unhappy as you know I (hail be 
*« made by the lofs of your afFeftions* 
*' I have nothing to complain of but 
** my own defefts, which prevent my 
«« keeping a h^art that fo gerieroufly 
** endeavours to remain mine. I al- 
•* niofl: pity you' for pofleflmg vir- 
•* tues, which increafe a love youi? 
** humanity would wlfli to diminifli ; 
^* you are far above the low pride of 
*' defiring to preferve an affeftion yoti 
•< cannot return. My kind, my good 
*< Ophelia, tell me, with ydur natural 
•' fincerity, if I may hope, that b/ 
*' thus avoiding my powerful rival, I 
^ begin to recover the heart I was 
« in danger of lofing,'* All this he 
uttered with fo much melancholy and 
tcndernefs, that I could have fhed 
t€ars for his imaginary misfortune. 
My aftoniihment at this unaccountablef 
whim was beyond expreflion. - I cried 
out, " What will not a* jealous fane/ 
** fuggeft! How fertile is its inven- 
*^ tion I Oh ! my Lord, how ingenious 
G 2 ** arc 
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" are you to torment yourfelf! Who 
*' would imagine, that all your fuppo- 
*' fitions have ao other foundation than 
" my flaying a few days at home ! Con- 
*' fider how fufceptible you are of fan. 
" cies that affli<5t you ; had I been eager 
*' to go abroad, I (hould have given rife 
*"' to fome of thefe kind of fufpiciops 5 
*' by chufing'to flay at home, I have 
*^ done the fame;, can nothing but a 
*' total indifference to every thiogv 
*' give y^u the eafe of mipd I wifh 
" you? I have much of it in my 
" heart; but youth and vivacity will 
V not fuffer fuch colciqefs of manner. 
«^ I then ^ffured him, that fo far from 
^* having found any on^ whpm I was- 
*' difpofed to like too well, I bad i:iot 
" even feen a man that was agreeable 
" tome/* But all I could fay would 
not convince him. He replied, " this 
*« was the anfwer of my humanity, 
« not of my truth ; that I thought 
« concealment juftified by the eafe 
" it might give him-, and, in (hort, 
" he would not believe that his fears 
•* were eroundlefs, if I would not 
- . ^ ^ u tell 
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tell him •the reafons of my leaving 
off going abroad, when he imagi- 
ned it was grown more agreeable 
*' "by my having got into a party at a 
•' game of which I feemed very fond." 
I then told him that the truth was, *« I 
•^ had been lb foolifli as to lofe too 
•*,much money to like it any longer." 
That,'* replied his Lordfhip, '* is 
no reafon why you fliould not go 
" abroad as you did before you played." 
Thus he perplexed me,' by not readily 
accepting my reafons ; till at laft, I was 
reduced to teH him, *' that I thought 
" it would be more prudent to take the 
" honovir of the delicate, wife, and 
*' generous fentiments, upon which he 
*• had fuppofed me to aft, than to own 
" frankly, that I was fo very great a 
** fool as to lofe every (hilling I had 
" at cards ; and, by that means, had 
** been obliged to keep hoyfe for wane 
*' of nioney to defray the neceffary ex- 
" pences of going abroad." 

I looked (ufficiently filly, I believe,^ 

when I made this confeflion; but when 

I had thus mortified myfelf, it was hard 

G 3 that 
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that my Lord would Scarcely credit itJ 
To give a particular dcfcription of my 
folly, was a fufficient punilhment for 
it; but I found this neceffary in order 
to convince his incredulity; fo with 
feme blulhes I told him, " that my 
<* firft ill luck made me defperate, and 
•* I loft all my money in trying to re- 
" cover part of it.'* 

Lord Dorchcftcr laughed fo heartily 
that he put me almoft out of humour^ 
and quite out of countenance ; but he 
foon acknowledged this to be fo natural 
and fo common, that it was extremely 
credible j and declared himfclf ovcTJoyed 
to find that my money* and not my 
^ifFcftbns, had been won. He would 
have repaired my ill fortune, by giving 
me much more than I chofe to accept. 
•• He begged I would not controul 
^ my inclinations, for he could fwrnifh 
•* me with a confiderable fum yearly, 
^« without any inconvenience to himfelf, 
«' and could truft to my prudence for 
•*^ not exceeding it." 

I could not forbear returning him 
thanks for an indulgence in reality 

fo 
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fo blameable, by telling him, that 
^* he was willing to build his depen^ 
*^ dance on a very weak foundation, as 
** my paft folly too plainly IJiewed/* 
I aflurcd him, " I was fufRciently dif- 
** gofted with play, and would never 
•* again begin any thing to which my 
** prudence found it difficult to put a 
« ftop/' 

My Lord feemed fo happy in having 
learnt the caufe of my. retirement, that 
I could not but think I was peculiarly 
fortunate in having the power of.giv- 
ing fo much pleafure by the difcovery 
of my follies/ But this fufpicious turn 
in his temper appeared to me very 
ftrange ; 1 thought it an unaccountable 
narrownefs of mind in a man fo gene- 
rous in other refpefts. 

I wondered he Ihould fuj>pofe friend- 
Ihip Ihould be fo foon conceived or end- 
ed, fince either appearAi to me a work 
of time. One might fee merit in an 
early acquaintance, or in fome un- 
guarded moment, difcover faults, which 
for a long time had been concealed; 
but the effect could not be fo fpeedy ; 
G 4 natural 
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natural indifference, or habitual fond- 
nefs require time to conquer them. 
However as this covetoufnefs of mj 
affedion proved the value he fet upon 
it, I was not inclined to complain of 
the confequences ; but thought myfelf 
made for the deftrudtion of his virtues, 
Ilnce only in his behaviour to me had 
he ever fwerved from the mod extenfivc 
generofity and tendereft humanity. 
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DURING my ftay at Tunbridge, 
I faw many bad confequences at- 
tend gaming; but none are worth com- 
municating, except one, which was fo 
ludicrous, that as it foon became pub- 
lick, it grew a general entertainment. 
A country gentleman, a few years be- 
fore, had married a young lady, with 
whom he made an agreement, before 
marriage, that Ihe fhould never go to 
London ; to which, as liking the man 
and his fortune, Ihe readily confented. 
After a pretty long ftay in the coun- 
try, Ihe began to grow a little tired 
of her folitude, and could not forbear 
ufing fome perfuafions to prevail on 
her hufband to be more com plaifant af- 
ter marriage than he was before. A 
flrange endeavour certainly; but he be- 
ing a good natured man, was forry to 
refufe her earneft requeft ; though as 
their eftate was fmall, and they had a 
pretty large family, he could not re- 
concile it to his confcience. However, 
G 5 as 
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as her defire grew very ftrong^ and her 
importunities frequent, he at laft told 
her, that *^ an expedition to London 
*^ was too expenfive to agree with 
*' their finances, but if (he could fave 
•' up an hundred pounds, as fhe had 
*^ the fole care of the money, he would 
*' go with her. to Tunbridge, and flay 
'* there as long as it lafted." 

Thus encouraged in her oeconomy, 
Ihe abridged {heir own tabk, ftarved 
the fervants, and was indefatigable in 
her endeavours to fcrapc up this happy 
fum. 

This, in a year's time, fhe accom- 
plifhed, and, with great joy, acquaint- 
ed her hufband with it. He had dif- 
fered a little by the change which this 
fparingnefs had produced in th« enter- 
tainment of himfelf and his friends ; 
but that had never mortified him fo 
much, as the knowledge that the fum 
was compleated. He was fond of the 
country, loved the fport it afforded, 
and had befides great part of his eftate 
in his hands, for the good management 
of which his prefence was abfolutelv 
njeceffary. However, he would not dil- 

appoint 
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appoint his wife, or break his wordj 
fo the day was fixed, and they went 
thither accordingly. They placed 
themfelves in the firft lodgings they 
could find ; but as they were very bad, 
it was agreed they fhould change them 
for better the next week. 

Now our lady was in high blifs j and 
that all her time might be filled up^ 
was abroad from morning till night. 
The hulband was not fond of any of 
the diverfions going forward there; 
and found the wearinefs natural to peo- 
ple at firft coming to a place where 
they have no acquaintance, and where 
the manner of life is quite different 
from what they have been accuftomed 
to, or liked ; but he did not defpond, 
as he hoped to get into a little more fo- 
ciety and hofpitality when they had a 
better apartment* 

Accordingly, at the end of the week, 
he defired his lady to give him the bill 
in which they had brought their mo- 
ney, that he might get it changed, and 
then they would go and take good 
lodgings, and fettle themfelves in a 
comfortable and handfomc manner. 

The 



itized by Google 



132 O P H E L I A. 

The ipeek wife was a little confound- 
ed, and deferred her compliance, fay- 
ing, ** it was time enough 5 their 
*^ lodgings would ferve very well ano- 
'^ ther week, and then they ftiouldhave 
*^ better choice, as in fo fluftuating a 
'^ place many people would be gone 
*^ by that time," with many other pre- 
tences to delay it. But the hufband^ 
fliewing her reafons were not fufficient, 
perfifted in his requeft. 

This increafed her confufion to the 
greateft degree 5 at laft, with downcaft 
looks, confcious blufhes, and fluttering 
voice, (he cries, ** my dear, I have 
« changed the bill." " Oh ! very well," 
anfwered the hufband, " it will fave 
" me the trouble of doing it^ but 
•' give me a little money that I may 
'* provide us with fuch things as we 
** want." The poor lady grew ftill 
morediftrefled, and was reduced to whif- 
per, " I have no money." " I beg 
" your pardon,'* anfwered he; " lun- 
*' derflood you had changed the bilK 
" Come, give it me then, and you (hall 
** have fome prefently. I aflure you> 
** Molly, there is no living at this place 

without 
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** without money." " You are right,'* 
anfwered the penitent wife, " I have 
« changed the bill." " Well, Well,'* 
replied the hu(band, " I am very 
" ftupid to be fure, this thick air 
'• has affedled my fenfes, and I can 
" underftand nothing : firft, I- fancied 
** you faid you had changed the bill 5 
** and then, that you had no money. 
" I do nothing but blunder. Come, 
** my dear, let's go and feek for lodg- 
*« ings ; our coufins of Penn-Hall came 
" laft night; my uncle Crump writes 
** me word, he ftiall be here to-mor- 
*'* row -, and my aunt Jones is expc6te4 
" every minute. We muft invite thefe 
" friends to dinner. I would npt have 
" them think we are grown fine folks, 
" becaufe we are in a fine place ; we 
*' muft not forget our relations. I love 
" to live well every where, with* my 
/.' family." « My love," fays the 
abafhed lady, again, " indeed you do' 
" jiot; blunder ; I beg your pardon, 
" but,*' and inftead of finiJhing her fcn- 
tence, a few tears trickled down her 
cheeks. ." What is the matter with 
»^ you, Molly ?" quoth the huiband,^ 

!! why 
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*• why, you are a ridddle, I think. 
" Come, fpeak plain, and never cry. 
** Why you know I am never angry. 
*♦ You are my good wife, and I love 
•* you ; fay what yoa pleafe, for I can- 
** not bear to fee you vexed.'* 

*« You arc too good, my dear," re- 
plies the wife, fobbing gricvoufly ; " but 
** it muft come out, fo I may as \rcll 
»* tell you at firft, my love, that I 

" have loft/'. » » ■ Here the tears 

flowed again. ** Oh, you have loft 
*« your purfe, have you ?'* anfwered 
t-he hufband ; " why I am forry for you ; 
" it is hard you fliould lofe aoy part 
** of what you had faved with fo much 
** care, and I wilh 1 could afford to 
*« make it up. to you. But we will 
** have it cried. If an honeft peribn 
^ has found it, he will reftore it un- 
«* diminifhcd; but tabe fure, there are 
^ more rogues than honeft men here ; 
^ fo the chance is againft us ; how- 
" ever, if we do not recover it, you 
^ are fo good a manager, that we fhall 
«♦ do very well fome time on the reft, 
^ we muft liVe a little more Iparingly, 
*> that is^ all.'* 

Alas! 
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^« AIa«! AUs!'* cried (he, in aa 
agony, ** there i$ no reft to live upon* 
" We have nothing of which to bo 
" fparing," " What/' fays he, ** had 
*' you all the money in your purfe ? 
'* That was unlucky indeed, and I am 
** afraid will make it more difficult xq 
*♦ be recovered i for there are pe(H)l« 
*' whofc honefty. would have refitted 
*♦ twenty pounds, who will not be proof 
** againft an hundred.'* 

*» It was not loft fo neither, my dear 

•« huft)and," replied the lady, " I will 

" cpnfcft the whole truth, if,my tear$ 

<* will but let me^ You muft know 

♦« then, the firft. night I went into the 

^' rooms, I faw a great m^ny people 

•* at a pretty play -, it feemed the eafieft 

** game in the world. Some very ci^ 

^* vil perfons made room for me, and 

^^ I could not fee why I fliould not pUy 

^* ^s others •, fo I fat down, and begap 

<^ by winning; but before the end pf 

" the night I loft a good deal, and 

** was obliged to get the man belong- 

" ing to the table to change my bill. 

" The next morning I endeavoured W 

" win it back again^ ?ind did in part 

« it At 
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«' At night I thoaght I might win the 
•* whole; but inftead of that, I loft 
** more. I was aftiamed to let you 
<* know it; but intended as foon as 
" T could get back all 1 had difburfed, 
" to play no longer, and to fettle all 
*' things with you." Here her forrow 
♦* grew very clamorous, and with riinch 
difficulty, flie fobbed out, '* in trying to 
** win iti I loft it all to ten guineas/' 
At this melancholy conclufion, the 
weeping dame was quite rnconfolable ; 
but the hufband, not forry to have a 
good excufe to return home, where his 
aflFairs required his prefence, " begged 
"** her to make hcrfelf eafy. That 
*' he came only to divert her, and as 
" flie had had her diverfion, he was 
«« perfeftly well pleafed, and as much 
•« fo that it was done in a (hort as a 
^* long time. That he would pay for 
*« their lodgings, and their journey 
" back J he had juft heard a coach 
" cried that was going to their part 
*' of the world ; and he would fe- 
^* cure it diredly, for them to return 
*« in, intreating her to be under no con- 
II cern." Thus he got her fafe home, 

to 
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to his great fatisfaftion ; nor was the 
lady fo mortified as one migb imagine ; 
being well out of a fcrape (he feared 
would have greatly offended her huf- 
band* She thought herfelf much obliged 
to him for* an indulgence which he 
found very eafy, as the event of their 
journey was as agreeable to him as 
it could be, in procuring him a fpeedy 
return. 

Though in one folly I was kept 
in countenance, if companions in our 
weaknefles can have that cfFea-, yet 
my ignorance and want of thought 
had confequences of fuch importance^ 
that if I could have pleaded precedents 
for my errors it would have oflfcred me 
no confolation. 

The diverfions of the place brought 
me. into fcrapes of which I had no 
notion before : that which^moft alarmed 
me, arofe from a ball. 

At the beginning of the evening, 
I was afked to dance by a gentleman 
with whom I had no acquaintance; 
Having been a good deal indifpofed 
all day, I had determined not to dance^ 
and faw nothing in this ftranger, that 

{hould 
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fliould conquer my refolution, with 
which I acquainted him, and he chofe 
another partner. Toward the end of 
the night, being pretty well recovered, 
a lively tunc infpired me with an in- 
clination for dancing, and Lord Dor* 
chefter being by me, offered to b& my 
partner, which was an additional in- 
ducement, and accordingly we began j 
but I had not gone down many couples, 
before Iwas flopped by the gentleman 
I refufed, who addreflTed me with fay- 
ing, *' r had not ufed him like a gen- 
^* tleman, in dancing after I had told 
^ him I did not chufe it." 

His countenance wore fudi vifibJe 
marks of anger, that he ilartled me 
very much •, but I anfwered very inno- 
ecntly, *' that what I faid was the 
*< real truth ; when he afked me, I did 
** not chufe to dance ; but that I after- 
" wards altered my mind.'* 

To this he replied, that " the change 
** he fuppofed was occafioned by being 
" afked by a different perfbn ; had Lord 
<* Dorchcfter been in his place, the re- 
l^ fufal would fcarcely have been given." 

I was 



itized by Google 



O P H E l» I A, 13^ 

I was infenjEible tQany zSrant being 
defigned ia this# I thought what he iaid 
extremely probable^ though it was not 
then fad, and with great fimpUcity 
affured him, that *' he was miftaken % 
** for that when he aflced me I would 
" not have danced with any one," though 
*^ I allowed, to have had Lord Dof- 
** chefter for a partner, might have been 
« a ftronger ten>ptation, as my intimacy 
•* with him muft make him more agree- 
*^ able to me/' 

The angry man grew more ireful, 
and replied, •* beauty could not ex- 
** cufe infolence;'* adding, that ^' he 
** did not at all doubt but I was ioti- 
** mately acquainted with hh Lordlhipi 
** who, ia return for the intimacy^ 
** ihould teach me how to treat gen- 
*' tkmen of faftiion*'* He continued 
fome time in this ftrain, repeating the 
word intimacy with a fneerj and fa 
ftrong an cmphafis, that I thought it 
had offended him, but did not imagine 
he meant more fay it thani had done. 

My liOrd did not hear it .with the fame 
indiflPcrence. He came up to him, and 
told him, « it was not afting the.parft 

*' of 
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** of a gentleman 'to infult a Ladjr^ 
*' who, ignorant of the cuftoms of 
** balls, having never been at one be- 
*' fore fhe came to Tunbridge, could 
*' not properly be faid to offend againftr 
•• 2L ceremony fhe knew n6t. He, in a 
*' whifper, offered to defend my in- 
*' tention, and juftify his right to me 
" as a partner^ when and where he 
*' plealed ^ being as ready to do it as to 
" correft his impertinence and infolenc 
" infinuations." " And," xontinuetf 
he, " a man of courage would chufe 
•* to attack one, rather than to affront 
" a young lady, from: whom none but 
" yburfelf could refeht * any behaviour, 
*' tho' he might feel it mofl fcnfibly/* 
Lady Paleftine, Who was within hear- 
ing, cried out to me, " what have you 
•' done ! Tou have occafioned a quar- * 
•* rel which may become fatal to the 
" life you value above all others." Her 
words filled me with terror and con- 
fufion. I could not comprehend her 
meaning fully; but was fo iextremely 
affcdted, that Lord Dorchefter begged 
her to be filent, and^defired I would 
permit him to lead me home. 

He 
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He could not have made a requeft 
with which I fliould ij^ore gladly have 
cornplied« I feared I. knew not what 
for him, and CQnfequcntly for royfeJf ; 
if he was with me, I thought vks both* 
fafe ; I .wiflied to carry him froni a;.pl?ice_ 
which, from what I could learn, 1 had- 
rnade dangerous; and hoped to receive 
fmm him an explanation of what La- 
dy Pakftine had faid to me,- Shq fol- 
lowed us . immediai:bly.; and made- mo 
underftand the nature of the affront 
I had given, and the danger th^t re- 
fulted from it. : The agonizing _ fpars 
which now. agitated my .mind, . ren- 
dered me incapable of receiving confo- 
lation from my Lord's aflurances that 
the quarrel would pafs over without 
further confequences, I could not be 
perfuaded that they were not folely de- 
figned to eafe my apprehenfions, and 
therefore dared not venture to believe 
what the next day might prove too 
fatally untrue. I blamed him for his 
anger, telling him, that " if I had 
" done a thing that was wrong, I 
" deferved a little incivility in re- 
" turn, and that he fhoiild not have re- 

" fenced 
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«« fented exprclfioR& which w^re not 
^ too fevere a punUhment for an of* 
•* fence againft cudom, though the eN 
^ rorarofc from ign<x*atice) rtotdcfign: 
^ fince people in the polite world pro- 
^* fefe being guided by fa(hion rather 
** than by reafoh, I could not ftand 
^ excufed by what is not here a rute 
^ of aAion, nor be juftifited by truth, 
« where, of all places, it is leaft allow- 
« able in a poflite circle." I was Ihock- 
ed to find that decorum and . polite- 
nefs required that I fliould have palli- 
ated my refufal with his, and not have 
owned a preference fo very reafonable 
and fo little affronting, that the gen- 
tleman might have flattered himfelf it 
proceeded only from being acquainted 
with Lord Dorchefter, and entirely un- 
acquainted with him; a circumftancc 
which muft greatly leflen the pleafure 
of dancing with him, however agree- 
able he might be to thofe by whom 
he was better known. But as fuch 
were the laws of cuftom, I thought 
my error Ihould have been acknow- 
ledged, and the gentleman's anger un- 
refented* 

Any 
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• Any danger that tbreatenedLord Dor- 
cbefter, appeared ta me in its utmoft 
terrors; but nothing could affeft mc 
§o much a& the apprebenfion of being 
the occafion of an aftion, which if 
HOt fatal to "his life, muft be fo to his 
virtues, and confequendy to his peace. 
Dtieliing, to one unprejudiced^ mail ap» 
pear fo criminal, io contrary to every 
branch of morality and religion, that 
I could not bear my Lord Ihould have 
the moft diftant intention of commit- 
ting it; that alone I thought a fufH- 
cient crime to fully the purity of his 
mind for ever. His not perpetrating 
his defign could not make me eafy; 
that he Ihould have ever harboured 
t-he leaft thought of it, was an in- 
furmountable affliftion to me, who va- 
hied his integrity as much ats his life, 
and was as tender of the one as of 
the other. 

Lady Paleftine laughed at my eftee'm- 
ing fo criminal,, an aftion which (he 
" called fpirited and honourable, and 
" almoft requifite to the perfcdion of 
•* a fine gentleman's character, in which 
** courage was the moft neceffary in- 
^' • gredient 
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<* gredient.** Not confidering that a 
defiance of the laws of God deferves 
a far wotfe name, and can never, to a 
well judging mind, wear the difguife 
of any virtue. Her fentiments raifed 
an abhorrence in me, which my re- 
gard for her could not fupprefs ; but I 
received fome fatisfaftion from finding 
my Lord did not^difi^r much from my 
opinion, but owned, that " the pro- 
^V percft obje<5t for true courage was the 
*' refiffancc of a cuftom which contra- 
*' difted the divine will -, and that 
" duels proceeded from a degree of 
*' cowardice which is always moft moved 
" by prefent danger, and therefore had 
** ftronger fears of the cenfure of man- 
'' kind, which is a punifhment imme- 
*.* diately inflided, than of the wrath 
*' of God, whofc effefts may for fome 
« years be fufpendedi He confeffcd, 
'' that when he had ever been in dan- 
" ger of fighting a duel, he was always 
*' fcnfible his motive was a want of 
" real valour, which he efteemed, but 
" knew not how to acquire." 
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CHAP. XLII. 

THOUGH the night put an 
end to a convferiation in which 
we were not likely ta agree perfeftly, 
as our real fentiments differed, yet it 
could not afford me any reft. The 
opinion my Lord had exprefled of du- 
elling, in a great degree abated my 
fear of any fuch eyent-, but yet as 
he confefled his own weaknefs, at the 
fame time he acknowledged the crime, 
I could not think the fafety of his per- 
fon certain, and was fenfible that his 
mind was not lefs contaminated, but 
rather more fo, from the fenfe of the ill 
which he had thought of conimitting. 
I trembled for the man who could re- 
gard his fellow-creatures more than 
their great ^Creator; and fuffer the 
moft pernicious cuftom to banilh re- 
ligion, and even plain morality, from 
his breaft. 

Immerfed in thefe refledlions, the 
morning found me. My heart was too 
much oppreffed to fuffer me to think 

Vol. II. H of 



itized by Google 



146 OPHELIA- 

of reft, I had not even entertained a 
thought of going to bed; but after 
having fent away my maid, had yielded 
myfelf upto my meditations. 

As foon as my Lord was up, which 
I learnt from a mefiage he fent to en- 
quire after my health, I went to him 
in his dreffing room, rather to confine 
than to converfe with him ; for I could 
not think of letting him go out of the 
houfe, unlefs I could have accompa- 
nied him, which was by no means pro- 
per, for the agitation of my mind, and 
want of reft, had made fuch alter- 
ations in my countenance, that I was 
not fit to be fecn. My Lord had an 
air of thoughtfulnefs, which increafed^ 
my fears. Indeed my converfation was 
not fit to remove it ; but even Lady 
Paleftine's vivacity was inefFeftual. He 
was fcrious, but not" difturbcd ; his 
thoughts took a graver turn than com- 
mon, but were not at all . confufed. 
This gave me fome hope that the al- 
teration which alarmed me, might arife 
only from the fenfe of the ralhnefs 
he had been guilty of; I could not 
believe that a man while under the. 

aftual 
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adual intention of a crime, could 
poflfefs any compofurc of mind* Con- 
fuiioii and terror I imagined to be 
the neceffary confequcnce of criminal 
designs; and therefore received fome 
confolation at perceiving none of thofc 
fymproms of guilt in him. Though 
I could riot obtain a promife from 
him, that he would not fight with 
the man who had made me fo. wretched, 
yet he faid every thing that he hoped 
might make me eafy ; but the want of 
that affurance weighed heavier in the 
fcalc of fear, 

A vifit from a 'gentleman with whom 
I knew him to be intimately acquainted, 
obliged me to withdraw ^ for my eyes 
were fo fwelled I was attiamed erf* be- 
ing feen ; but I intreated Lady Pale- 
ftine to keep fight of my Lord ; an office 
to which her own fears inclined her. 
When I retired to my chamber, I be- 
gan, as was my cuftom when afflicted 
with vexation, to lament my having 
been taken from my retirement; but 
my thoughts foon took another turn> on 
refle6Ving how fever ely my Lord might 
fuffer by having brought me from thence. 
H 2 The 
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The puniihment that threatened him 
extenuated his ofi^nce, and I only 
grieved that he was not born there 
with me-, that he had not likewife 
been placed in a folitude where death 
was under God*s immediate dire6tion, 
and none could pa'fs into another world 
till the Almighty had difmifled them 
from this, and opened for them the gates 
of eternity. 

Above an hour had pafled in thefe 
refleftions, wheii I was raifed by the 
entrance of Lady Paleftine, who had 
fuch confternation in her countenance^ 
as ftruck terror to my foul. My fear 
turned me to a ftatue -, I could neither 
Ipeak nor move -, but (he rendered all 
enquiries unneceffary/by telling me, that 
foon after I withdrew, Lx)rd*Dorchefter 
defircd her " to ftep out of the room, 
" for he had a little bufinefs to tranfadt 
•' with his vifitor." As he had long 
employed this gentleman in fomie af- 
fairs, fhe was not furprized at the re- 
queft, but complied with it. She long 
waited in expcftation of being told 
they would be glad of her company, 
fuppofing the bufinefs that bad required 

her 
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her abfence could not lad: long; but 
finding her expedation not anlwered, 
jhe attended more carefully, and could 
not hear any one in the room •, upon 
which flie entered, and found it indeed 
empty. 

She thought it fo impoflible that Lord 
Dorchefter fhould have evaded her care, 
that flie was going to feek for him in 
the houfe, wh^n flie obferved, on a 
flielf againft the door, a fealed. packer, 
which (he had not perceived before flie 
withdrew, and, as flie imagined, put 
there as the fafeft place, there being no 
bureau. or drawer in the room. Pen, 
ink, and paper, on the table whereon 
we had breakfafted, fliewed her they 
had been ufed. She found the packet 
was direfted, by Lord Dorchefter, for 
me. 

Drawing very melancholy conclufions 
from thefe circumfliances, (he was great- 
ly fhocked. She brought me the packer, 
which I opened as foon as I was able, 
though I rather expefted to learn more 
certain grounds for my fears, than any 
thing that could abate them. And, 
indeed, my grief received a very great 
H 3 addition 
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addition from the contents, which were 
a will, as it faid, niade for greater fe- 
curity in confirmation of one he bad 
left in London, whereby he bequeathed 
me his whole fortune. 

This proof both of the danger that 
threatened his life, and of the ftrength 
of his afie&ion, had ib melancholy an 
efied: upon me, that I fell into fits^ 
from which Lady Paleftine found it fo 
difficult torecover me, that (he left the 
fruitlefs trial to my fervants, and gave 
lier care where fhe hoped it might be 
of more real fcrvice. 

She made all poflible enquiry, in or- 
der to find which way Lord Dorcheftcr 
had gone ; but not being able to get any 
information, (he knew not how to con- 
trive means of having him purfucd, which 
was her intention. From this perplexity, 
Ihc was, at length, relieved by a gentle- 
man, who, by a defire of avoiding 
company and taking a quiet walk, had 
chofcn the lead frequented places,. and, 
in the mbft retired fpot, found Lord 
Dorchefter and his antagonift fight- 
ing. It was not without difficulty he 
parted them. My Lord had received no 

hurt. 
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hurt, but his adverfary was wounded 
ip two or three places, but not mor- 
tally ; my Lord's aim being to difarm 
him, without giving any confiderable 
wound. 

" The gentleman, whofe prcfence had 
been fo fortunate, waited on Lord Dor- 
chefter home, who, on his arrival, 
found me in a condition that revenged 
mc^for the fright he had given me, 
by occafioning equal fears in him. 
The obftinacy of my diforder made 
him fend for a phyfician, whofe af. 
fiftance he hoped might relieve me. 
Whether the art of this fon of ^Efcu- 
lapius, or^my natural ftrength might 
more properly claim the honour of my 
cure, I will not pretend to fay, but one 
or the other wrought my recovery. 

The firft objeft I beheld was Lord 
Dorchefter, who, (landing at my bed- 
fide, was watching the fymptoms of 
amendment. Joy and perception now 
feemed but one. To fee him fafe 
filled me with tranfports, which words 
could not have exprefled, at a time 
when I had moi^e at comniand •, but at 
that happy inftant I was fpeechlefs, not 
H 4 ' being 
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being fufficiently recovered. However; 
filence did not conceal my joy ; 1 em- 
braced my Lord with a tendernefs that 
furprized hini-, he has told me fince, 
that, till then, he knew not half the im- 
preffion he had made on my heart; 
though he had long perceived I loved 
him with a ftronger aSedion than I 
myfelf imagined. 

The grave do£tor*s countenance ex- 
prefled fo much furprize, that it did not 
pafs unobferved by me •, but attributing 
It to his having outlived the lively 
fenfe of joy, fo natural at my time of 
life, I thought it no reafon for me to 
confine .the vivacity of fenfations, as 
innocent as if they had been chilled by 
old age, and therefore did not conceal the 
tranfports of my heart. Since I became 
better acquainted with the world, I have 
been inclined to believe that I incurred 
the old gentleman's private cenfure-, 
but as fecrefy is full as neceflary in that 
profeflion, as knowledge in phyfic, he 
did not publifli a behaviour which I 
fuppofed he thought indecent. 

As foon as I was quite recovered, the 
doftor was difmiffed, and rcfolutions 

were 
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•were taken for our leaving Tunbridge, 
whofe waters had removed the com- 
plaints which brought me thither; and 
I had now no diforder remaining, but 
what was the confequence of my fright, 
and would be cured by eafe of mind. 
I had, therefore, no occafion to ftay 
longer. Lord Dorchefter did not like 
to remain where he was continually 
cxpofed to hear his conduft canvafTed ; 
and your Ladyfliip will imagine it 
could not be agreeable to me to liften 
to an univerfaldifcuflion of my .'inad- 
vertency, fincethe confequences of it 
made it appear almoft criminal. 

Lord Dorchefter left the place in two 
days; but Lady Paleftine, on pretences 
to which I was obliged to fubmit, de- 
tained me there above a week after 
him ; but I have fince learnt that this 
was concerted between them, to avoid ■ 
giving room for an increafe.of the re- 
ports which began to be fpread, of a 
mutual attachment between my Lord 
and myfelf; which would have receiv- 
ed' great ftrength from our leaving 
Tunbridge together, 

H 5 chap; 
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CHAP. XLIII. 

AFTER Lord Dorchcftcr left Tun- 
bridge, the place grew very ttrc- 
fome to me. I jiad nothing to do but 
to obferve the various follies of th^ 
conipanies and. to ftudy vanity, which 
I perceived fuffered alteration rather 
than diminution by time. The wo- 
man, who in her youth, placed her fu- 
preme joy in the flattery of the other 
lex, and in the number of partners flic 
had at her command; when activity is 
no longer in' the legs, and age has 
ftifFened the joints and funk thefpiritsj 
in ihort, when pertnefs has undergone 
its ufual transformation into dulnels> 
and an old age cA cards fucceeds a 
youth of folly, a plentiful fupply 
of gentlemen of her party becomes 
the great objeft of her ambition i and 
the contention between her and, her 
cotemporaries of the fame tafte will 
be as great as their envy while they 
were rival beauties. The appearance 
of a man of quality juft arrived, awakes 

an 
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an equal impatience in both to add 
him to their party 5 while he, waver- 
ing between the importunities of each, 
keeps them in a fufpence'that increafes 
their ennnijty. At the beginning of a 
feafon a private gentleman finds him- 
felf ofconfequencci but has the mor- 
tification of perceiving that hed\vindles 
in their efteem on the arrival of a no- 
bleman, who in his turn becomes neg^- 
le(5ted, if one of higher degree can be 
had to fupply his place -, for the va- 
nity of thefe ladies is fo voracious, that 
notwithftanding the party is full, they 
are fo eager to raife the dignity of it, 
that after dropping the plebeians one 
by one as they gather patricians, the 
nobility, at laft, become obliged to 
each other for their releafe; thus a 
Dukefets an Earl at liberty, /the Earl 
a Vifcount, the Vifcount a Lord, as 
the Lord did a Baronet, and he before 
the untitled gentleman. 

Nothing appeared to me more ftrange 
than the love of precedency. I have 
often been diverted to fee how much 
pains a lady would take .to walk firft 
out of a room where lazinefs would 

have 
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have inclined her to remain j and laft 
into another, where fhc.was fo little 
wifhed, and fo little pleafure attrafted 
her, that fhe could not have come too 
late. In this particular I gave great 
offence when I firft went to Tunbridge, 
and while I took place of thofe who 
had a real title to it, I received only 
cool contempt for my want of breed- 
ing, and they would drop the ac- 
quaintance of the vulgar thing. But 
having gone before a young lady whofe 
right of place was difputcd, fhe pur- 
fued me with fuch fwiftnefs, and af- 
ferted her prerogative fo forcibly, that 
Ihe threw me down a flight of a dozen 
ftcps, thereby imprelTmg my want of 
good breeding ftrongly on my mind ; 
and the fenfe of it being kept awake 
by my bruifes, I afterwards became 
fo cautious, that nothing but a de- 
Xire to efcape fome impending dan- 
ger could have induced me to have 
taken place even of a milliner. With 
no fmall entertainment have I ob- 
ferved a young lady, whofe father 
had not been long ranked among the 
nobility, break off in a ftory ihe was 

eagerly 
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eagerly telling, the fubjcft being her- 
felf, and leave her honour and glory 
imperftftly celebrated, in order to get 
out.of the door before the daughter of 
a new made Peer, whom fhe faw go- 
ing towards it ; while her mother, at 
a few yards diftance, was prolonging 
her difcpurfe with all poflible imperti- 
nence, that fhe might leave the roorn 
at the fame time with the newer 
Peerefs, and have the pleafure of affert- 
ing her prerogative. 

But the laft day of my ftay at Tun- 
bridge, I was taken off from this em- 
ploy of the idle, the impertinently cri- 
tical obfervations of others, which ren- 
der them almoft as deftruftive tofociety 
as thofe who are buried in mifchief. 
Lord Larborough, who, by Lord Dor- 
chcfter's departure, was become my 
partner in dancing, and my principal 
companion in converfation, gave me a 
more affefting and more interefting 
fubjeft for my thoughts. He had long 
profeffed a great friendfhip for me, and 
for fome time had added to the appear- . 
anceofit by the moft minute attentions, 
and thofe flattering diftinftions which 

infcnfibly 
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infcnfibly gain the cftcem and regard 
of a young perfon. I converfed with 
him with all the freedom and confidence 
of friendftiip; not more pleafed with 
him on his own account, than from 
knowing my Lord's affeftion for him. 

From the time Lord Dorcheftcrwent 
away, Lord Larborough never men- 
tioned him without a feeming perplex- 
ity; and when I would indulge myfelf 
in giving him the praifes I thought his 
due, he would turn the difcourfe, and 
drop little hints, which at the time, 
pafled without my notice, though his 
unwillingnefs to dwell on the fubjeft 
moft pleafing to me, rendered his com- 
pany lefs agreeable. 

The day before wc left the place. 
Lord Larborough appeared very un- 
eafy. I could not forbear enquiring 
the reafon of it, to which he replied, 
that " the thought of going away dif- 
«' trcffed him/' 

I alked, " what could attach him 
'* to that place, fince he appeared to 
** have no intimacy with any perfon 
<* there, and was not b( fo trifling a 
•* difpofition as to take any great de- 

'' light 
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light in the pitiful amufements it 
afforded, or to compare them with 
the more folid pleafure arifing from 
the finccre friendlhip and converfa- 
tion of a, man whofe mind was full 
of variety, whdfe wit was inexhau- 
iliUe, his judgment folid, and his 
learning cxtcnfive ; of which no one 
could be fo fehfible as himfelf, fincc 
he had an undcrftanding capable of 
perceiving and tafting his fricnd*s 
excellence, and faw him, when con- 
fident in his affeftion, remove all 
reftraint and difguife,*' 
Lord Dorchefter's name would have 
been aa unneccflfary addition. Lord 
Larborougfa could not doubt his being 
the man I meant, and accordingly an^ 
fwered, that *• he wiflied difguife was 
lefs requifite to fupport the good cha- 
radter of many people. Had that 
never been baniflicd, the converfation 
of the man I fo highly cftecmed 
would have been more delightful to 
him, and he fhould not have been 
obliged, when he admired the under- 
ftanding, to have grieved that the 
heart had Iharcd fo little of the per- 

** feftion 
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«* feftion too laviflily bcftowed on the 
«« other.*' 

I could not hear afperfions fo con- 
trary to my fentiments without refent- 
ment, and cxprefling myfelf warmly on 
his venting fuch injurious infinuations, 
he replied, " he was every Way un- 
** fortunate if > he had incurred my dif- 
** pleafure by a flight expreflion of the 
" indignation, nothing but affection 
** for me had raifed. Had the part 
** of Lord Dorchefter's charafter he re- 
•* flefted on, concerned any other per- 
** fon, he fliould have beheld it with 
*• the fame indifference he did the views 
•* of his other friends; but fince his 
«' refentment had excited my anger, he 
«* ftiould never more touch on the fub- 
** jeft, which, indeed, he knew not 
** how he came to do at all ; he could 
** curfe his tongue for giving way to 
** the fincerity of his heart; and hinc- 
«* ing at fecrets, which my Lord's con- 
** fidence in him had bound him by 
** flronger ties to conceal, than his 
*' affedlions for me could offer for dif- * 
<* covering them, he begged me to for- 
;* get wh^t he had faid, and never let 

" one 
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** one thought reft on his inexcufable 
** inadvertency,*' Fortunately, though 
I am not naturally very curious, this 
made me fo ; " I dcfired he would tell 
** me plainly what he meant," but he 
cxcufed himlelf from complying. As 
I prefled him ftill more earneftly, he 
more abfolutcly denied me ; till, atlaflr, 
I gave it up in defpair. As if his re- 
fiftance was wearied out at the fame 
time with my importunities, but in 
reality, as he did not defign to keep 
the fecret, he was then reduced to de- 
clare that " he was not able to.difobcy 
" my commands •, that I was abfolute 
** miftrefs of him, and he wilbed he 
" could fay of his fortune .likewife, 
_** which he would lay. at my feet, if 
'* it could in any way alleviate the 
" fenfe he feared I fhould have of the 
'* treachery he was going to relate/* 
By the force of this preparation, I be- 
gan to tremble before he commenced 
his narration -, but every word increafed 
my horror. He began in the follow- 
ing manner. 5* I muft previoufly ac- 
*' quaint you, that it is very cuftomary 
** for gentlemen, to live with women 
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** as if they were married, without 
*' being foj which has this conveni- 
" cnce, that they can leave them when- 
*' ever they arc tired, or fee another 
•• they like better. You have, by 
*' great care, been kept ignorant of 
** this cuftom, left it might fruftrate 
" his Lordfliip*s intentions, by railing 
** your fufpicions of them ; for all his 
*' hopes of fucceft, depend on the 
** ftrength of your affe&ion, joined 
** with unfufpeftrng innocence. To 
•* fhcw what hrs defires are, he waits 
** impatiently to find fome momeiit 
*' when your virtue (hail be off its 
** guard ; this he may reafonably ex- 
" peS, while you are in no apprchen- 
** fion of an enemy." 

Here I could not fupprefs an excla- 
mation fuggefted by my hatred in fuch 
principles, but cried out, " what a ba- 
•* fis for fo. vile, fo treacherous an in* 
** tention! Can love and innocence 
" be turned into a means of ruin by 
•*' the perfon who ought moft to pro- 
« teft them.** 

** Every thing,*' he continued, " has 
«' hitherto been fo well ordered, that 

«' no 
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^* no one fufpefts you are not a wo- 
** man of real fortune, othcrwife inno- 
*• cence could not have prcfervoi you 
" from infamy;. for all peopk would^ 
^* on the Jcnowkdge of your being 
*^ thus maintained at his cxpence, judge 
'* you guilty of the worft returns. A 
♦* fate you muft expc6t^ wheoever 
** chance (hall difclofe the fecrct, which 
" fooncr or later will happen. . 

It is impoffible to *exprefs what I felt 
during this narration. All I had ever 
fuffcred, the fear of every evil, the 
perfuafions of his inoonftancy, were tri^ 
fling pains to the thought of fiich 
bafenefs in a mind I had efteemed the 
feat of virtue. I could better endure 
an eternal fepavation from him, than 
thus to find him a ilranger to good- 
nefe. My furprize and my deteftation 
at all I^ord L^rborough had told me, 
was fo great, that I could cxprefs it on- 
ly by involuntary figns. I was ftruck 
dumb with fo amazing a difcovery. To 
this fucceeded reflcftions oh the proba- 
bility of ir. My love for Lord Dor- 
chefter feizcd - on this only hope with 
eagernefs, and I declared that the ac^ 

count 
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count I had liftencd to, was paft belief; 
and he having concluded with offering 
his houfe and proteftion, and aflfuring 
me of the greatnefs of his affeftion, I 
added that, *' I could eafier imagine 
*' that the love he profeflcd had the 
*' confequence I obferved to be fo com- 
*' mon in his country, jealoufy, and 
** a defire, arifing from it, of getting 
•' me from him, who, till my laft 
*' breath, muft be cheriflied by me as 
** my deareft friend, than give way for 
** one hour to fo injurious a fufpicion 
•* of him, in whom I had experienced 
*' and obferved the beft qualities our 
<* imperfeft nature admitted," Lord 
Larborough was piqued at my reply: he 
told me, " if I chofe to nourifh the er- 
*' ror I was in, he had no more to fay ; 
** but, perhaps, the profpedt -he had 
*« drawn, was not fo Ihocking to me as 
*^ he had imagined it would be j if I was 
" defirous of fearching into the truth 
** of what he had faid, he would con- 
*^ Vince me whenever I pleafed." 

This propofal ftartled me. It gave an 
air of truth to what he had related, 
which I could have wilhcd not to 

have 
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have found in it ; but in a doubt of 
fuch importance to me, I could not reft, 
therefore begged to have it cleared up 
as foon as poflible. He then informed 
me, *' that there was an^ eafy method. 
** of difcovering the whole the firft 
•* evening he fliould fpend at my houfe 
«* with Lord Dorchefter, after I got to 
*' London-, I had nothing to do, but to 
*' excufe myfelf foon after fupper, on 
** pretence of the head-ach, and a de- 
** fire of going to bed, but inftead of 
'* doing fo, to conceal myfclf where I 
*' mighthearall that fliould pafs between 
" them.'* I came into this, fo anxious 
was I to know, the truth of this dread- 
ful account, though it appeared to me 
difhonourablc for me to liften to what 
one is not intended to hear, yet furely, 
if ever excufable, it was fo in my cafe. 
If Lord Dorchefter was fovery criminal 
as Lord Larborough reprefentcd, I 
could not expedt an honeft confefllon • 
from him ; and a denial of it, tho' fincere, 
would not have entirely conquered my 
fufpicions, or confcquently have reftored 
either niy happinefs or his $ which de- 
pended, in fome meafure, in my confi- 
dence 
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dence and cafe of mind. If in difbwn^ 
ing fuch intentions, he denied the truths 
my ficuation was too dangerotiis to remain 
fafely in it. Befides, if a ^fintercfted 
regard was fo uncommon in this country, 
I perceived that though I fhould keep 
my innocence, I mull lofe the reputa- 
tion of it, which, next to it, ought to 
be a woman*s firft care. To be obliged 
both to leave him and conquer my af- 
fcftion, was, indeed, a talk too hard for 
my weak reafon •, but I flattered myfelf, 
that ifthislhould prove true, my friend- 
fhip would be turned into contempt. 
I loved him for the appearance of good- 
nefs and truth which he ever wore; 
If he proved diifferent from what I be- 
lieved him, the love founded on that 
belief ought to change -, I hoped it would 
not omlive the objcft, as I could not re- 
fleft on the virtues I thought he pot 
fefled without recoUefting they were 
profaned by being made a cloak to 
vice and mjuftice. I waited with impa- 
tience for the hour in which we Ihould fet 
forth on- our journey, fearing, yet wilh- 
ing, to learn what truth there was in Lord 
Larborough's accufation. I was not 

without 
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without hopes of finding it a fiftion ; 
but yet when I recolledlcd ever circum- 
ftancc'of Lord Dorchefter's behaviour, 
my apprehenfions were increafed. If 
mankind w;ere what Lord Larboroughrc- 
prcfented them, I had, indeed, great rea- 
fon to fufped: my Lord's views were? fuch 
as had been defcribed to me \ but I was 
unwilling to lee my thoughts dwe)l on 
fo cruel a probability, andfet out from 
Tunbridge with a mind fo divided be- 
twixt hope and fear, as is, I believe, 
more painful than the word certainty, 
for anxiety is a more grievous ftace, as 
it is more turbulent than defpain 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLIV. 



AS we approached I^ondon, expedta- 
tion of the event made me full of 
trouble -, and with great reafon, (ince it 
was to determine my future happinefs or 
mifcry. Cruel uncertainty ! the greatcfl: 
misfortune certain and prefent could not 
exceed the torment of the anxious fears 
that then opprcffed me. My fluttering, 
fond, but honeft heart, was robbed of 
peace, and fcarcely hoped ever again 
to _enjoy its beloved tranquility. I had 
no occafion to feign myfelf fick -, alas ! 
I was fo in reality-, my ftrength, my 
colour, almoft my life, had failed me, 
from the time my ears had received the 
killing narration. Could I have diftruft- 
ed Providence, or repined at its Al- 
mighty, and, however obfcure, its juft 
decrees, I (hould have complained of 
my hard fate, in thus being toflfed about 
by more uncertain things than winds 
and waves, the inclination of a fantaftick, 
mercilefs race of mortals. 

How 
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How does diftrefs heighten devo- 
tion, which in profperity is apt to grow 
languid v with what ardent zeal did I 
addrefs the Almighty, and to his belt 
will refign myfelf ; prayed for a con- 
tinuance of the happinefs that fatal 
day . had interrupted, or if that petitiori 
was prefumptuous, and I might not 
di<9:ate-to his wifdom, which watches 
over all his works, I only begged that 
I might preferve untainted the virtue 
he had. given me, improve the por- 
tion I was born with, and not live 
to fee myfelf fwerve from his mofli 
righteous laws, but that his grace would 
ftill vouchfafe to protcft the creaturS 
of his power, the dependant on hiiS 
mercy. 

When I arrived, I found Lord Dor- 
chefter waiting for me at my, houfe.' 
He perceived I was very ill, and feemed 
greatly concerned at it-, my illnefs ex- 
cufed my converfing, for which, indeed,^ 
I was but ill qualified. He tried with 
his enchanting tendernefs to foothe my 
pains ; but I was now afting the hypo- 
crite, complaining of my head, while 
my heart was the only fufFcrer; and 
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that was more diftreflcd than relieved 
by his care and fondncfs. The fcene 
wais difficult for me to fupport, and I 
was glad when Lord Larborough came 
in. As foon as fupper was over I left 
them, but went into a clofct, the door 
of which I had purpofely fet open. I 
was no fooner in appearance ^one, than 
Lord Dorchefter began to exprefs the 
great uneafinefs he was under at feeing 
xne fo ill, as he was afraid it might be 
the beginning of ^ fit of ficknefs. Lord 
Larborough took this opportunity of 
bringing on the difcourfe he aimed at. 
^ Indeed, my friend," faid he, '* .1 am 
^ not furprized at thegreatnefs of your 
^ apprchenfions, to be robbed by death 
•' of the fruit of all your fchemes, 
*-* all your attendance, generofity and 
** love, would mortify a man lefs paf- 
^ fionately fond than yourfelf.** 

.*' If you do not wiQi to be troubled 
'5 with a very bad companion all this 
•* evening,** replied Lord Dorchefter, 
«' mention not the word death. The 
^' thought of her fufFcring any pain, 
** is more than I can fupport, with- 

" out 
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*' out a confiderablc dimimition of fpi- 
*' tits. But, whatever happens, I can 
** never think I have been unrewarded 
*• for any thing my love has made 
** me do, if it has hitherto rendered 
"her happy^, which I flatter myfelf 
" it has done. Her kind and inno- 
•* cent marks of afFeftion would re-^ 
** compence me for any pain or trouble, 
" whereas my care of her has been my 
** greateftjoy.** 

" Well,'* anfwered Lord Larborough, 
** I will no farther affront your gene- 
** rofity, though I cannot flatter you fo 
** far as to fay you have afted through 
** a mere love of that virtue. If thofe 
*' godlike qualities were to be found 
** unmixed among mankind, I fliould 
" fooner exped to fee them Iq. you thail 
*' in any one-, but, in truth, my friend, 
" fenfe has had as great a fhare in the 
*« direftion of your actions as fenti- 
" riientj pray which has been mofl: 
'« gratified?" 

'' As for. gratification," faid Lord" 

Dorchefter, " fentiment has had much 

*« the beft time of it. Ophelia is cer- 

*^ tainly above us mortals j Ihe never 

I 2 con- 
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'* condefcends like Goddefles of old, 
** to diveft herfclf, for one moment, of 
" her divinity ; and for any hopes of 
*' amendment I can fee, I may.worlhip 
•' my deity till the ' end of my life, 
** without finding her once propitious to 
" her votary's wilhis." 

"I am afraid," anfwered Lord Lar- 
borough, " you underftand the arts of 
" love iefs thaathbfe' of any other kind, 
*' or you could not now be as for from 
*' your hopes, as when y6u firft took 
" her from her folitude/V ; -^ 

" I believe," replied Lord Dorche- 
fter, '* I may praftice the arts of low 
** with Iefs Ikill for having fo.much of 
" the reality. I have fo trtie.an efteem 
•' and refpeifl: for her, that I reverence 
*' her virtues and .her. underftanding, 
*' while I adore her pcrfon ; thofe awe- 
" ful fenfations are great retarders of a 
«* lover's progrefs; but yet I flatter 
** myfelfwith a different opinion. from 
" yours. I cannot help . thinking I 
*' have made a confiderable ftep to- 
*^ wards fuccefs. I have gained hdr 
" heart, my Lord, and I take that to 
^} be the fure road to her perfon. It 

"is 
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** is impoIBble a woman Ihould always 
" refift both her loye and her lover; 
*' they muft. prevail in time^ how 
"• grpat ibcvcr her- prudence may be, 
** or I fliali never believe woman was 
" made out of the rib of a man, and 
'' yet differ fo n^uch ftom our natures : 
** I already begin to fufpefl: that Mifs 
" JL^enqx fpriing from another creation; 
^* and was made out of fome more icy 
*' compofirion than the reft of woman- 
*' kind. But yet, truft me, howevet 
*^ cold Ihe may naturally be, her ten- 
*' jdernefs for me, my paflionate love 
•* for,ihcr, with that, innocence which 
*« takes fromb^r all^fufpicion^ confe- 
*« quently all fear of having the object 
*« of her affedlions watching for a com- 
*' plying moment, muft, in time, yield 
*' me the; reward for ^ my long fer- 
** vices and difappointments. I am 
*' certainly a coMvard; for I have not 
^' yet ventured to attempt any li- 
*' berties which a veftal might not 
*^ permit. When my fpirits are at the 
*«jhighefli, and, I think. my paflion no 
•':lpng/er:to be ;hid, there is a purity 
««.ai;ouod her, fuch aw:cful purity in 
... 13- " every 
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*' every look and word, that I bow 
*' to virtue, and worfhip it in her fair 
*• form. * There is more innocence in 
*• her carefles, than can be found in the 
*• coldnefs of any other woman. In- 
" ftead of encouraging my hopes, they 
** damp them while they charm ^ne; 
" and (hew the beft affeiSions in fuch 
*• beauty, that I cannot forbear calling 
" myfelf a villain, for not being more 
" like her.** « And pray,'* faid Lord 
Larborough, " by what means do you 
** makepeace with yourfelf?" 

« By reflefting^ that if Ihe loves me* 
** ftie will rettlain very happy ,*• replied 
Lord Dorchefter ; « marriage is of hu- 
•* man invention; for was it a neceC- 
** fa^y ceremony we muft be all baf- 
*' tards, as we have no reafon to believe 
** Adam and Eve had the fanftion of 
^« the prieft for their union. Their*s 
"was the wedlock of hearts, the true 
*• matrimony of afFeftion, I and my 
«' Ophelia will, like our firft parents, 
«* love by our own and nature's li- 
•• ccnce, with more warmth, more ten- 
*« dernefs, fincerity and conftancy, than 
« the obedient fervants of the church, 

•« the 
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" the flaves of cuftom can boaft. We 
" will love to the end of our lives, 
** always aflured of each other's aflFec- . 
" tionSj by unabated afliduity aiid ten- 
** dernefs. Neceffity ihall have no hand 
** in our union, for I will make a fet- 
" tlement on her, which ihall render 
" her perfeftly independent of me. We 
*' Ihall be linked only by love, and 
** therefore cannot doubt of the ftrength 
*^ of the chain while neither breaks it," 

'' A mod noble rapture truly," in- 
terrupted Lord Larborough j " fince 
** eternal conftancy is your fcheme, why 
'' not marry ? Surely wedlock fhould 
•« only terrify the fickle/* 

** Have I not often told you," faid 
Lord Dorcheileri " with how much 
*' juftice I diflike matrimony? The ill 
" fate of all my family in that ftate, 
" has created an infurmountable aver- 
. " fion to it in me. Befides, I am more 
** unfit for it than any man, as being fo 
*' fearful of lofmg the afieftions of one 
" I love, that I could never be eafy 
*« while it was her intereft to live with 
**. me. It is true, I know, and love 
^^ Ophelia's fincerity, but 1 am equally 
I 4 " acquainted 
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*• acquainted with my own temper ; I 
" could fear her truth and opennefs 
" of heart fhould be corrupted by our 
" vile cuftoms; (he might give herfelf 
•' to me in marriage out of prudence 
•' and intereft. I would receive her as 
^' the gift of love alone. Her heart 
** muft give her to me, and mine re- 
« ceive her as the pure votary of love ; 
** mine and only mine, exclufive of alt 
'^ prudential, all lucrative views. This 
*'• is the trucft blifs my heart can know. 
" But in the midft. of all this glorious 
*' imaginary felicity, comes acrofs this 
«* painful queftion, oh! my friend, 
«^ when can fuch Virtue be fubdued? I 
*' fear fhe' is exalted above human 
*' weakneffes, thougl) to leave the dif- 
«' pofal of herfelf to the prieft, rather 
" than to her heart, would be only 
«« compliance with fervile cuftom, and 
*« not virtue, which can never be the gift 
«^ of a foolilh ceremony -, it confifts in 
« conftancy, not words ; and we will be 
*« more conftant than licenfed matrimo- 
•' nial couples, who love from duty ; 
•« whofe paflions are fo cool, they alk 
" leave to burn, requiring the fanftion 
i . «' of 
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*^j^f acoldi witheredi infienfiW? priefl:>' 
*f to whoRci d,\\ powerful mature is jfiaade 
^' to relinq^ifhj her fway. . Ophfilia* 
f * ought more than any one to pbe'y 
fSthat firft. pareat, who has laviflily 
*/ . difpc^ifed to her her bjeft giftst. She 
^^.^who ftiil enjoys her natural inno- 
t^cence,, wixp has mac^e^iwficonimon* 
/^ progrcfs in ; the knowledge of all 
*^ good, and yet remains as ignorant 
^' of evil as on the day fhe.was firft 
^^ numbercdamong the fpecies (he was 
*^ bpr^taeciipfe, has no occafion to be 
*^ q<|)nfined to .political rules, made to 
*^keep tKpfe in order who h^ve not a 
^^;bettcrguidewithintheir own minds.'- 
/' Pray," anfwered lyord Larbo- 
rough, *^ do not tr^at all the reft of 
V woraer^-kind with fuch conterppti 
f^jThe ignor^ce you ,boa(^ of is^not 
j" , meritorious ; if it is, you are the per- 
,*' fon who Ihould have the honour of 
'* it. Is there, any virtue in not know- 
*' ing the evil Ihe has never feen? You 
^^ have fpread the Veil which has con- 
" cealed it all from Jier eyes; and then, 
^^ like a true irrational lover, admire 
" her. for not feeing what was not vifi- 
. I 5 '' ble 
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*^ ble to her. Her part is natural; 
** yourcbntriranceis all that can create 
/• wonder, and I can never think of it 
** '^^ithout fijrprize. However, I can- 
^ not imagine it poffible to continue 
** this ignorance,^ where matter for in- 
" ftrudion is fo frequent as in this 
*** town, attd'to which fome of the ac- 
** quaintance you have introduced her, 
** are not novices.^* 

• " Yon muft have been wrapt in cold 
** indifference all your life-time/- re- 
plied Lord Dorchefter, *!^' or you would 
*' know that nothing is impoflible to 
♦^ a true lover. A fliort acquaintance' 
** with her principles, Ihewed me the 
*' neceflity of preferving her from all 
*^ fufpicion of my defign. The only 
. ^* method was to keep herin ignorance 
•' of the ways of men in this enlight- 
*^ ened corner of the world. From 
*^ the dull fimplicity and innocence 
*^ in which fhe was bred, the Icaft 
<^ Ihadow of vice of any kind fhocks 
** her, by which I was convinced her 
** prejudices in favour of lawful uni- 
*^ ons muft be great. This excited 
i' my invention, and I confidered all 

' " ways 
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'* ways of keeping the difference of 
" our manners from her knowledge. 
^^ I inftrufted her fcrvant, but with- 
** out imparting my reafons to herl 
*' and as 1 furniftied her with books, 
"I have carefully excluded all by 
^^ which fhe could form a notion of 
*' any cuttoms that might raife fuf- 
^^ picionsin her mind; and this I have 
•^ found poffible without retarding any 
'* ufeful 'improvement of her under- 
*^ Handing. When the heart does 
'* not diftate a probability of evil iti 
** others, the owner is eafier deceived 
** into a good opinion of mankind 
" than you imagine. I had a defire of 
" bringing her into the world, think- 
" ing it would amufe and make her 
'' happier, which, next to my own, 
** happinefs in one point, is my firft 
♦^ confideration; but here was my great 
" diffi(!ultyi ho-^ to prevent her fce- 
" ing, when the objeft was before her 
** eyes, puzzled me. However, hav-? 
ing great confidence in female in- 
vention, I opened my whole fqheme 
to my coufin, Lady Ealeftine, who, I 

** knew. 



€C 



itized by Google 



i8o O P H E L I A; 

** knew, would willingly affift me, as 
^' (he is one of Cupid*s beft friends ; 
'^ and^ like a good woman> has fo equal 
*^ a love for her neighbour and herfelf, 
*' .that fhe is glad to help them in 
'^ any way wherein (he would be in- 
*'.dufl:rioufly gratified. She, in this 
** refpeft, lives up to the golden ruley 
" and does to others as (he would they 
" fhould do unto her. This made her 
'^ fit for jny purpofe. The art (he 
** has had to keep herfelf in high 
" fa(hion, and be careflTed by the 
*' world, and even by fuch whofe 
^* behaviour and charafter give one 
*^ room to believe that the merits 
*f I found in her were of no ufe nor 
*' recommendation to them, made her 
** acquaintance proper for my honefl:, 
*' my innocent Ophelia, at the fame 
'• time (he was ufeful to me. I efteem 
^* the purity of my angel's heart, and 
'^ the goodnefs of her principles too 
'^ highly, to introduce her into com- 
" pany that might pervert cither. It 
" would be impolitick to leflTen the me- 
** rits of the objedt of our afFeftions in 
^ . * " fo 
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«« fo effential a. point, in orcfcr to gain 

•• the poffeinon of their pcrXotis. I have 
*•- had great reafon to be pleafed with 

*« my choice: Lady ,Paleftine has ex- 

*' celled herfelf in the management of 

« this affair j and fome fortunate cir- 

" cumftances have affifted our de- 

*' fign. Mifs LiCnpx's great unhappi- 

*' nefs at being obferved and looked at^ 

** which was the neceff^ry confequence 

" of her appearing in publick, wa& of 

** excellent iervice to us. We advifed 

** her to be filent as to the place of her 

<< birth, and all thepaflages of her paft 

*« life;i and this, on pretence of faying 

*' her the pain of univcrfi^l obferva- 

*' tion, which othcrwife, by their no- 

" velty, would be excited. She com- 

*' plied •, the reft has been our care. 

'* You know we have reported her a 

*' relation of mine, of a large fop- 

« tune, left by a dying father to my 

" guardianfhip. 

" By thefe. little deceits, her repu- 

** tation has hitherto continued unble- 

** mifhed. I verily believe the envy of 

l[ the world would by this.tiffle have 

"^ fpcnt 
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** Ipcnt a litde of it's ve«om in flan- 
♦' der, hdd aftv other wonoan been in 
•* her plact; 'but the innocence and 
** opennefs of heart expreflfed in her 
<< eountenancCf damps all fufpicion, 
" and difarttis fcandal of it's fting. 

** I have likewife contrived to pre- 
*» vent all intimacies with any of her 
♦^ own fex, except my ufeful cdufin, 
«V kaft convcrfing with them,' might 
*V overthrow my ' fcheme. I was feme 
<• time ago, a,Uttlc vineafy at a great 
" difpofition I perceived in her towards 
** Mifs BadeiH who was oot unwilling 
•^ -tdcultivate her acquaintance; I could 
*^ not wonder at either; without fte- 
** ing afl the bad qualities which many 
** poflcfs^ tJie good in Mifs Baden's 
** difpofition fhirics fo clearly, that it 
^ could not efcape the obfervation of 
**' Ophelia, who fees by the light of 
««. reafon, that beft diftinguifhcr of 
*« truth. An intimacy between them 
•* leemed natural, and I feared the ill 
** efFefts of it^ but my uneafinefs was 
«' perceived by my lovely charmer, and, 
^ 1 believe, a kind though fileftt com- 
*"". . ' *« pliance 
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pKance with it, put a flop to all in- 

creafe of acqaainta:nce> 

**^ i found {he conftnied my diflike.m- 
** to jealoufy. She. has not the leaft ' no- 
** tion why we (hould be Jealous but of 
" our friend's affeftions, ami in that 
** cafe. It muft be eqitalJy^ excite3 by 
** nfian or woman, who fcems likely to 
*' Ihare them with us. 

*« I began now to have fewer appre- 
'* henfions than ever of her learning the 
** cuftoms of our fcx. Time and fuccefs 
*' have hardened me-, but inftead of 
*' it another arifes, which is what I 
** have already mentioned, that I Ihall 
** never find the unguarded moment 
** I have fo long waited for. To de- 
*' clare my intentions, or give her rea- 
*' fpn to find them out, would be lof- 
" iflgj^lill my hope. My fole depen- 
** dance is on the frailty of human 
** kind, and fhe feems to be void of 
*• any. I thought I had only a wo- 
*' man to refift me ; who would have 
** expefted that an angel fhould be hid 
*' in a cottage, while we frail mortals 

inhabit palaces ?'* 

I had 
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I had DOW beard too much ; my 
doubts were turned into the moft pain* 
ful certainty ; and I could not flay to 
\i(tm to more of a converfation^ every 
word of which gave frefh pain to my 
heart. So I retired out of another 
door, and wcot.to.my own room. 



CHAP. 
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Chap. xlv. ; 

UPON retiring to my chamber^ 
I found fooje eafe from the li- 
berty of indulging the fighs and tears 
v;hich I had been obliged to fopprefe 
while I was fo near the caufe of all my 
grief. I was the whole night incapa- 
ble of every thing but laoic^ting my 
unhappy lot, in being among a peo- 
ple with whom I was fo unequally 
matched. The violence, of my afflic- 
tion "perfuaded me that- I hated .the 
man . who had occafioned it ; but a$ 
deje6lion fucceeded to diftradlion, for by 
no other name can I call my firft 
emotions, the neceflity of leaving one 
whofe ^im was my deftrudion, in- 
formed me more certainly of the tru^ 
ftate of my heart. I found it- ftill 
repined at the thought of abfentiog 
myfelf from him, whole prefence ought 
to have raifed deteftation in me. But 
this only ferved to determine me the 
more ftrongly to fly from that place, 
where I no longer could be fafe, J&nce I 

• was 
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was myfelf my enemy; and refolved, 
if I could not command ray heart, at 
leaft to punilh it. 

The paft might give me fome room 
to hope fucccfs for the future ; but I 
would not truft to a confidence which 
oftener deftroys than faves, while diffi- 
dence is a wife preferver, and the heft 
defence of the weak. To ftay till we 
arc fenfible of our frailty, is remaining 
too long •, I was defirous to prevent the 
ienfc or it, and not run tbe hazard of 
being obliged to fcproach myfelf for my 
OWJ1 weaknefe. 

• Convinced that I was unhappy, I was^ 
however^ determined not to be crimi- 
nal, and I could not hide from myfelf 
the' danger to which my open and art- 
lefs temper muft cxpofe me, when I 
had fo deceitful and defigning an ad- 
vcrfary. The conteft was too unequal 
to venture ; -but it fecmed to me as dif- 
honourable to attack the artlefs with 
arts and deceit, as to attempt the 
life of one who is not armed for his 
defence. I wondered at the ingratitude 
that could wifti to turn a woman's af- 
feftioa into the means of n:^king her 
wrttched, and rob her of the plcafure 

of 
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of b&teg cfteemed, and of the heart- 
felt joy arifing from the confcioufnefs 
of deferving to be lb. 

I was fixed in-the refolutiort of leav* 
ing my houle, and of concealing my- 
felf from Lord Dorchcfter, till I could 
contrive my return to my cottage, 
where I might feck* for peace, and en- 
deavour to forget a vicious race, whom 
I had known only to fiifFer by them. 
I thought it wk)uld not be fafe to at- 
tempt this immediately, a$ I could not 
doubt but my Lord would take all 
poffible means 'of difcovering knyrt^ 
treat -, and, fulpcfting my -real intend 
tion, would more diligently watch the 
road. Wheri to conceal myfelf I 
knew not-, but had no hopes of fafety 
among thofc who were acquainted with 
me. I had now learnt to diftruft every 
one, and thy too fond heart found 
fome refource in believing ho man was 
lefs. an enemy to virtiTc than Lord 
Dorchefter. 

The following n^ht I fixed for my 
elopement, with which I dared truft 
nobody, but .was to tranfadl it without 

-^ / zhj 
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any gukle 6v advifcr^ but ■ refolution and 

Lord Dorchefter. called ifeveral times 
in tht , mOrnipg>: b^tj 4*4 "op rife 
till noon, i*^ rorder to ^vpid feeing him 
till I h?4 ^cquir^.a fufficient coavpofure 
of mind to enable npe to.converfe. 

In the afternoon he €?mie ^ain-as 
I expected* , I fear-ed hk fight, though 
he had mor^ " reafon to fe^r mint, the 
guilty ipnly have ca4>ft to Urcmble/, but 
th^ great change which wa^ to;fu<;cee4 
this vifit, made it. appear dreadful to 
me.rrl had fn(3tea,v0!L3red .to^ pr^i^iice 
fprne worldly arts i I thought it was 
ftraijge if I had livcfj fo^, long here 
without . aqqujring the power of difli- 
mulatipn ^ I tried to c<>nceal my grieved 
heart' under a fmilijng countenance, that 
I .might not either puzzle my Lord, 
or give him room fq^» fufpicion. But; 
I ha4 lefteemed^ my ipj^jra abilities too 
highly v jl was kfs.ijnpwved than 1 eould 
have wiflied, . * ^ 

^ Lord P^9nchefl:er4 at firft coming in, 
addrefre^.me; with ipexpreffible tender- 
nefs^. a;id. cpncepntfor my he^lfth. The 
variety of emotions from the joy 1 

felt 



itized by Google 



OPHELIA; 189 

felt in f the. w- proofs o£ his affcftion, 
\?hiGh would have Jihade even fiddncfs 
delightful', with the piiix that attended 
the thought [of the ' had dcfigns it had 
given birth to, and yet how much I 
n)uft fuffer • in relinqviifhing the great- 
eft happin^fs. of my life, overcame 
hiy jtef^uiton, anil brought Jtich d 
trowd of in^ages;tQ my mmd^ a&drcW 
a flood )cf.. tears. fr^m/ my i eyes,. i*hich 
never ee»fed\ftQwi^ for .a. quarter of 
an hout together, during the whole 
evening, t My Lord appeared greatly 
concerned atthrfp fign^. of grief, and 
was irnpprtMflate to know the jreafon 
of them. ;; I'^cbuld only attribute theai 
to diftemper, afid, according to the 
fafhion $)f thp . place, complain of my 
fpirits. ThU did not make him cafy ; 
he declared, Jie cpuld not forbear fuf- 
peiSting fqine hidden .caufej and. by 
the maqy; aiFuranccs of his conftant 
and incr^afing afFedtion with whigh he 
endeavoured to remove my melancholy, 
I perceived he imagined me a prey 
to jealoys fancies, I was glad his 
thoughts took that turn 5 for I was in 
great fear that my we^knefs: in thus 

fhewing 
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ihewing the fituation of my mind 
might have created better-grounded fuC- 
picions ; efpecially ait his going away, 
which was not till very late. I had 
not power to tell him it was time 
he fhpuld leave me, and he was not 
inclined to make that difcovery him- 
felf; but at laft, the watchman forced 
birni^to obferve the hour, and care of 
ihy health induced him to obey . its 
call to reft. I was determined this 
fhould be the laft interview I ^ would 
ever have with him. The thought 
that I Ihould never fee him m€)re, had 
fo violent an efftft on my depreflcd 
fpirits, that as fooh as he< was out of 
the room I fainted away. I believe 
it was not long before I recovered my 
fenfcs. I found myfelf in his arms, and 
my maid rubbing my temptes, while 
he was holding a bottle for me to fmell 
to. He had, as I afterwards learnt, 
returned on the noife I made in fall- 
ing, and finding me on the floor, called 
my maid to affift him in bringing 
me again to life. The joy I felt from 
the tendernefs of his * behaviour, on 
my coming to myfelf, was ill* fuited to 

my 
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my intentiori. It was long before he 
would leave me, biK the fecond part- 
ing was not fo bad as the firft. To get 
quit of my maid, I wa^ oWiged to go 
to bed. As foon as (he was out of the 
room, I drefled myfelf anew, and fat 
down to write to Lord Porchcfter, to 
the following purpofe. 



My Lord, 

•' As little as a man can deferve to 
" find a place in the thoughts of one 
** on whom his views have been fo 
" ungenerous and low, yet I cannot 
** forbear informing you, that a difco- 
*' very of your bafe defigns has rendered 
** it neceffary for me to fly you. Was 
•* my pride equal to my love, I fhould 
** be alhamed, that in our laft inter- 
** views I difcovered fo much forrow in 
" parting with one who never had any 
** true affeftion for me. But why 
^* fliould I blufh ^ at not fufpeding 
** intentions in you, which I thought 
*' no heart had been bad eii^igh to har- 
*' bour ? My own made me a dupe to 
** the appearance of yours. It was not 

" difficult 
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" difficult for mp to belieye that thege- 
**. nerpfity, the; tcnderncfs, the eftecm 
" you appeared to have for nie, were 
" real. Though ^I deferved little of 
" it, it feemed to me lefs injurious to 
•' fuppofe you miftaken than dcceit- 
«' ful. Thcrunderftandipg of thcwifcfl: 
*' man may err, but I did not imagine 
«* the heart of any one could be fo 
«* corrupted. I own, that at this mo- 
•« ment I ftill repay in real fondncfs 
'« all the arts you pradlice to make 
<* me believe it mutual ; in the midft 
" of my refentment ray love is as 
^«< ftrong as ever. I am fcnfible you 
** have for ever deftroyed my happi- 
«* nefs 3 I can never enjoy a moment's 
•« comfort abfent from you. The hap- 
*' py compofure of my mind is turned 
" into diftradion -, my conftitution is 
" not equal to the forrows that attack 
« it. But this is not my grief. I antx 
" the creature of Providence, and mufl-, 
" without repining, wait its decrees ; if, 
*^ without ingratitude, I might wifli to 
« lofe the . life it has given ^ me, I 
« fhould pray for death as the. de- 
" firable end of a miferable being. 

"One 
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** One efFe<a I would gladly hope my 
*' fufFerings may have on you ; let them 
*' Ihew you how wretched you aimed at 
*' making one who deferved not to re- 
^' ceive fo much evil at your hands: 
*' Think what. torment the fuccefe of 
*^ your vile arts muft have given me» 
♦* fince to avoid the chance of it I caa 
*' without hefitation reduce myfelf to 
** fo great a misfortune as leaving the 
*' joy of my life, your company I Let 
^' this deter you for the future front 
'* . leading -Others into the fame unhappy 
** cifcumftances. I wifli an ameod- 
** ment of your principles, for your^ 
** own benefiti for I feel a fincerepity 
^ for the ignorance you muft live in- 
'* of the greateftpleafures, thofearifing 
^* from a truly affeftionate, geaerous, 
** pure and honeft heart. As fOr my- 
** felf^ it can no longer be of farther 
'* confequence to my peace; I Ihall 
** not know even what paffes here 5 I 
'^ will not remain among a people to 
^* whom I am fo ill fuitcd. Opinion 
*' had raifed you almoft to- a deity; 
^' finding you fell fo far below what 
Vol. II. K ** even 



itized by Google 



194 OPHELIA, 

^' even a human creature fhoiild be,' 
*' I can't help doubting myfelf alfo^ 
*' and therefore will never fee you 
♦* more. I willreturn to my little cot- 
*' tage, where I fhall behold no anions 
*^ but what are juft and confiftent; 
^* where innocence i^ no temptation 
*' to vice, nor made a means towards 
" the pofTeffor's deftrudion. In that 
•* dear folitude, my love will be repaid 
*' by ^{Feftion, by the only worthy ob- 
** jcft of it, and our hearts united with 
** fincerity and truth. There I lived, 
^' blefled, indeed, in innocence; all 
•^ that was dear to me within my 
*' fight ; I had nothing to regret, jio- 
** thing to figh for, no thought, no 
*^ wifh to fupprefsi aftuated by vir- 
" tue,' with virtue alone I loved my 
^« fingle friend ; happy in knowing no 
** more, I enjoyed a conftant (late of 
<* contentment. Think, my Lbrd, from 
'* what you have taken me, and what 
•' mifery you have brought on her, 
** who, notwithftanding" all diftance, 
^' the impoflibility of feeing you again, 
♦* and the great reafon (he has to 

*' hate 
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"** hate yon, muft ever remain attached 
*' to you in the tendered manner! 
■** This is your doing ; this the effedt 
*' you call love ! This the reward of 
*' mine ! - But why ftiould I reproach 
•* you, when I cannot rcfent as I ought? 
f I am too little miftrefs of myfelf to 
** write more. Heaven preferve youT 
*' may you never feel remorfe enough 
** to give you equal pain to that I en- 
*' dure! 1 would have your heart im- 
" prove by feafon, and not by fufFer- 
*' ing. Once more accept my prayers^ 
'' my beft wifhes ; yoq are the only ob- 
" ]cdi I have for them, I myfelf ex- 
« eluded, fince all I ought to wi(h for^ 
•* is a total forgetfulncfs of you -, and 
. •' if I cannot part with your image, 
'^ mifery is attached to it. If you can 
*' help it, do not quite forget mc; 
•« think of me as one who has fuch 
*' an affeflion for you, as in the great 
" world cannot be equalled J think of 
•* me as anxious for your happinefs, 
'' while I am fufFering by you -, who 
<* could receive any evil by felf-con- 
*' demnation rather than part with you, 
K 2 ** rather 
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rather than once fay adieu. But- it 
muft be fo. The God you have of- 
fended, forgive and blefs you 1" 



This letter was not written without 
torrents of tears, with which my pa- 
per was fo blotted, that it was fcarcely 
legible^ but the interruptions my for- 
row gave, took up fo much of the 
litrle time left me, that I . had not 
leifure to write it over again, and if 
I had I might not have mended it. 
As foon as it was finijl^ed, I laid it 
where I imagined it would be founds 
though not thefirft moment I was miff- 
ing. I then put as much money in my- 
pocket a3 J thought requifite. Without 
fcrupling to fave myfelf at the expence 
of the perfon who had reduced me to 
the want of fuch afliftance, I took 
no more than I. believed ncceffary; if 
I had, it would not have beenfojuf- 
tifiable. I loaded myfelf with linen 
and other things that I might want, 
and could conveniently carry. The jew- 
els, watches, trinkets," and every thing 
valuable, I put. up wiih the money in 

my 
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my bureau, and inctofed the key of it 
in the letter to my Lord; Grief pu- 
rifies the heart. So much had it lef- 
fened my*vahity, that things which^ in 
pofleffion, had givtn me a foolifli plea- 
fure, ^cfc now of no more worth in my^ 
eyes than a piece of glafs. By this 
time day began to d^wn. I ftole down 
Hairs, and unbarring the ftreet door 
^s gently as I could, 1 went out. I got 
through that, and the adjacent flrrcets, 
J4^«ji3lkk H ^oflible, and walked a great 
way» before people were ftirrrng, with- 
out knowing wnere I was. I went in- 
to the firft houfe where lodgings were 
to be let, and the people up, and hired 
a room, well fat^sfied with my fitua- 
tion, becaufe it was at a great diftance 
from that I lately lived in, and from 
my Lord's houfe. I learnt I was in a 
part of the city, and took a backroom, 
that I might run no hazard of being 
feen frqtp the ftreet. The people where 
i lodged were quiet and civil, and too 
bufy to be very curious. 

As foon as I had hired my chamber, 

I ftiut inyfelf in it, and indulged my 

grief with greater freedom than I had 

K 3 yec 
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yet ventured to do. The tears which 
had only fallen gently down my face as 
J walked through the ftreets, for I could 
not confine them entirely^ now came 
with, double force, and did not ceafe till 
I grew fo weary with the agitation of 
my mind, want of reft, and a walk far 
too long for my decayed ftrength, that 
I fell afleep for fome hours. 

This refrclhed my body, but could 
not relieve mv heart ^ that remained the 
fame, or rather! acquired new ftrength 
only to grieve with more violence. 

I grew very ill by night, and kept 
my bed. for two days. From that time 
my health began to mend, and I be* 
came fomewhat more compofed* 
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CHAP. XLVI. 

LORD Larborough had placed fpies 
upon ine, by which means he 
learnt the place of my abode, and 
came the day after my efcapc, but 
I was not able to fee him till the latter 
end of that week, and waS' then but 
very unfit for company- -■ He addrcffed 
me in the moft aflfefikbnate manner, 
** lamented my unhappy fate, and the 
*' unworthy hands into which I bad 
" fallen. Applauded my .rcfolution in 
** leaving Lord Dorchcftcr, and admired 
*' my innocence. He urdcmly wiflied 
*' he could have faved me from the 
** impending danger which threatened 
*' me, without making my happinefs a 
" facrifice to my virtue. You heard," 
faid he, ** lovely Ophelia, how I en- 
" deavoured to Ihew my friend that 
" he ought not jto be averfe to mar- 
*^ rying you, I had done much more 
*' at other times ; I have reprcfented 
" to him the great charm of your 
*' innocence, whidi fliould preferve 
K4 ^^ itfclf 
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•• itfelf by difarming all bad defigns* 
'' I proved to him an alliance with 
" you could not hurt his pride, fince 
" it muft do honour to a man of 
•' any rank. It ' could not cxcufe the 
*' fears he expreffed of matrimony^ 
** as your numerous virtues fecured him 
** from every evil that can attend the 
*« ftate of wedlock. In point of in- 
*' tereft no man could be fo bigotted 
*' to money as to think it comparable 
f* to your worth. Others might bring 
** him gold, you would make him 
** ^offeflbr of more wealth, of a no- 
«* blcr kind of rithes, than Peru or 
•'Mexico could yield. Thefe are the 
i^* arguments I have ufed to perfuade 
<♦ him- to marry you.- But his notions 
-** are fo depraved, that ail I could- fay 
•' made ^ no imprcflion on his mind 5 
" indeed, it was vain to hope it would ; 
** if his love, and the faireft niiracle 
*^ of virtue, could not difpofe him to 
" juftice, how fhould my arguments 
** have that power? They could not be 
" fo prevalent as every look, every' 
*' word and aftion of the innocent 
^' Ophrfia muft hav« been, to any one 
^ ** who 
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who had the,fi«alfefl: feeds -of virtue 
in their breaflr. I fliould hare be- 
licjwd the moft de-baiached,man liv<^ 
irtgxould not have harboured a mo- 
mentary- thought againft the virtue 
which' appeared fo amiable. Pardort 
me theblafphemies L uttered againft 
you. in the '.cdnverfalci(ia you over- 
heard. . Tihey: all agree with ii^y real 
' i Tcnliimen ts;' my heart bled for what 
' you wete^ fuffering, while I treated 
:his opinion fo highly; but I was 
obliged to put that force on myfelf, 
.to .inak« him more openly dechre 
fentiments ' which J vtouki *have 
given, my lire to hate,eha^>ge<:l into 
fuich .as would have been agreealDle 
to your, wiibe&i and due -to -your 
merits. It was with the uGnoft dif* 
ficulty I i pferformed^ my taik^ and 
profecuted a diicourfe which tope 
my heart. by friendly fympathy with 
your's;'*. 

This elaborate fpeech of Lord Lar- 
borough's furprizediinea littlej itfeem- 
ed fo honeft and affectionate, thatdur- 
ingfome parts,! believed hia diijpofition 
was fui tabic to his expreflit>nsi but he 
K 5 mixed 
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mixed fo much flattery with his pane- 
gyricks on my virtue, that I told him, 
*' I hoped I had, indeed, enough to 
*' preferve me from committing any 
*' criminal aftibn^ but where was the 
*' miracle of this? thoufands would do 
*' the fame. If it prcferved me from 
^* cenfure, I had all I could require 
*' from it i but I faw no reafon to 
'' conrunend me fo highly for having 
*' only done my duty, and that merely 
*' when one virtue was concerned 5 a 
" fmall portion to be proud of, when 
'* we ought to be poflefled of fo many; 
*^ he could not have given me more 
•' praife, had I afted up to the laws 
*' of general perfe6tion. In behaving 
** differently from what I had don^, I 
•^ (hould have been very criminal; but 
** I could fcarcely think myfelf quite 
^' jnftified, unlefs I had that proper 
*' love for virtue which would mak^ 
'' me hate the perfon who fhould form 
" vile fchemes, as well as induce me to 
*' avoid him; whereas I had not ar- 
•'• rived even at anger. Grief poflefled 
«• my whole foul, and left no room for 
** any other fentiment. I ftillloved to 
* " excefs. 
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*^ excefs, the man to whom I owed niy 
^^ fuflferingsj and while I fled from him 
'^ and refolved never again to fee him, 
'^ I endeavoured to excufe him, and' 
*' blamed only education and perni- 
" cious cuftom, which had, by cor- 
" rupting his principles, rendered me 
^* a moft unhappy woman." My tears , 
flowed almoft inceflfantly. Lord Lar- 
borough joined in them, and wept too, 
till I grew convinced of the pure friend- 
Ihip heprofeflTed. He frequently ex- 
claimed againft '•^ the bafenefs of a 
*^ man, who could mean me ill; and 
" with all the appearance of fincerity 
** declared, how incapable he fhould 
^^ have been of fuch behaviour, had 
*' he been blefled with my love ; he 
" wbuld have adored me with a pure 
" devotion, have looked on Hymen as 
** his tutelar deity, and have efl:eemed 
'« himfelf the happiefl: of mankind if 
" I would have conferred an eternal 
'* obligation on him by becoming his 
" wife." 

Many more things he faid to raife 
his own charafter, and blacken Lord 
Dorchefter*s, which fcrved only to in- 

creafe 
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creafe my afFeftion^ as I grieved as- 
much for my Lord's depravity, as for 
my own futFering«, independently of 
the conneftion between them. 

All Lord Larboroughfaid, wasutter- 
cd with fuch an air of tendernefs, and 
mixed with fo many expreffions of 
fondnefs, that^ atlaft> I began to think 
his fentiments were beyond thofe of 
friendlhip, which I thought I muft de- 
teft in a country where people can be 
led by love to do aftions fo unwor- 
thy of themfelves, and fo inconfiftent 
with the reft of their character. I was 
fully convinced of it, when after find- 
ing fault with my lodging, and la- 
menting ^' thati, who ought to receive 
*^ the fervices 'of mankind, (for he 
<^ mixed the moft fulfome flattery with 
«' every thing he faid) Ihould be void 
«' of neceffary attendance and conve.- 
*« nience, he folicited me to accom- 
^' pany him to one he .would:find out 
*^ for me, where I fliould be ferved in 
'^ a manner worthy of me, and all 
** poflible care taken to alleviate -my 
" grief, and affift time in conquering 
'^ it." This propofal ftartled, me. I 

told 
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told him, " that flattery was no means 
•' of pleating me. I looked on it in 
"no better light than as an indireft 
** accufation^ of an infufFerablc vanity 
" and folly, fince it fliewed an cxpec- 
** tation of being believed. That in 
** a country where benevolence and 
*« juftice reigned, I might, indeed, 
" expeft fo much of the fervice of 
" mankind, as tended to that mutual 
** defence due from all feHow crca- 
•' tures to each other 5 but as here mo- 
*' ney only obtained that aflTiftance 
" which humanity fliould give, I had 
" little title to any, nor the lead oc* 
*' iiafion for thole venal fervices, which 
" I had been accuftomed to perform for 
*' myfelf. ' If reafon and proper indig- 
" nation could not conquer my afflic* 
*'' tion, I feared it was beyond the pow- 
" er of any thing elfe to perform it. 
^' But that his I^rdfhip's offer fur*- 
- " prized me; he feemed to have forgot 
" that he was inviting me into a fitua- 
" tion which I had learnt from hini was 
" fo unufual in England, that it was 
" always thought criminal." He re- 
plied, that '* he allowed the truth 

• . " of 
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<« of what I alledged; but he would 
'* remove all objeffcions from the mali« 
«* cious ccnfures of mankind, by keep- 
'♦ ing every circumftance concerning 
«' me fo private, and ordering his own 
*' vifitsfo prudently, that no one fliould 
*' have room to fufpedt that I wis not 
*« wholly miftrefs of myfelf, and every 
'' thing belonging to me." I told him, 
that " hitherto I had been only un- 
" fortunate ; what imprudence I had 
>' been guilty of, muft be laid to the 
«' charge of unavoidable ignorances but 
«* if I was to accept his offer, I Ihould 
*« efteem myfelf greatly blameable, I 
*' thought it was wrong to aft con- 
*« trary to the cuftoms of the people 
*' among whom we live, unlefs in con- 
" tradiction to their vices. Want of 
'' concealment argued a degree of 
«* guilt, and whether arifing from vice 
^' or only folly, it was our duty to 
«^ avoid it* Nothing mere was required 
'« to render me unhappy, than to be 
" obliged to make a fecret of my 
*^ thoughts and aftions, Befides, 1 
*' made no doubt but the fufpicions of 
*' mankind were founded on expericn.ce 

'' and 
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^ and probability, which was a fuffi-. 

** cient rcafon to induce me to avoid 

" giving caufe for them. That in my 

** opinion a woman who did one im- 

*' prudent thing premeditately, gave 

*' good grounds to fufpe<St her of more ; 

*• and was guilty, at leaflv of being 

** the caufe of all the untruths people 

** thought and faid about her, which 

*' was a greater load than I chofe to 

^* have on my confcience. That I was 

'* determined to appear guiltlefs, as 

** well as to be fo •, and therefore would 

*' continue where I was, or change 

'' only to fomc place of my own pro- 

*'- viding." He fpcnt no fmall time in 

endeavouring to perfuade me, that 

** neceflary concealments would be no 

•* pain to any one bleffed with the conr 

** fcioufnefs of innocence." But I^ at 

laft, convinced him that I would not 

confent to it. It was- with difficulty I 

prevailed on him .to leave me to my 

own -thoughts, though it was really 

late at night. I cannot fay they were 

to his honour. The treachery I had 

difcovered made me now as fufpicious 

as before I was the contrary, which 

muft 
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muft naturally tend to the difadvantage 
of Lord Larborough, fince nothing could 
give me more reafon to believe he har- 
boured fome bad defign, than his en- 
deavours to draw me into a way of 
life of which he had told me the im- 
propriety, when it ferved to get me aw^y^ 
from Lord Dorchefter. Could I forbear 
fufpedling them of being equally dul- 
pable ? It was happy for me that the^ 
were fo; for as I fear humanity would not 
have been of fo much fervice to me as 
Lord Larborough's jealoufy and defift 
to get me into his power, I could not 
attribute what he had' done to any' other 
caufe; fince he could wifh to lead me 
into part of the evil from whith^ he 
had ftrongly reprefented the neccffity 
of my flying. I had reafon, however,, 
to thank Heaven that the bad inten- 
tions of one ill pcrfon thus faved me 
from the dangers threatened me byano- 
ther, equally my enemy, and could 
not hate Lord Larborough for his fenti* 
ments, fince they turned fo much to my 
benefit. But 1 feared I miglic JBnd him 
fome obftrudlion to my^ departure, and 
without that addition I had too many 

impediments. 
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impedimfents^ and no one to affift me. 
I dared not truft aiiy body ; and had a 
mind too ill at eafe to take any mea- 
fures for myfelf, I cx)uld only grieve 
for my misfortunes, incapable of form- 
ing a ratiotral thought towards redrefs- 
ir>g them. How often, in my wiflies 
for the friendly relief of death, was I 
checked by the remembrance of my 
kind parent, the nurfe and inftrudor of 
rriy youth! But for the confolatbn I 
hoped my prefencc would afford her> 
the grave would have been my fole de- 
fire ; for that alone I thought could bring 
me eafe. But I preferred the fuffcring 
any evil to the increafe of the pain I 
had already involuntarily given her ; and 
this confidei^ation controuled my ardent 
wifties for its kind hand. 

When Lord Larborough found nei- 
ther perfuafion nor flattery could prevail 
upon me to put myfelf into his power^ 
he tried whether fear would not be more 
his friend. He pefter^ me every day 
with his vifits, and invented new fto- 
ries to alarm me. At one time he pre- 
tended Lord Dorchcfter had difcovered 
where I wias, and therefore '* thought 

. " his 
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'* his fervice might not be unexception- 
" able in procuring me fome fafer afy- ^ 
'\ lum.'* But I told him, that « be- 
*' ing lefs known in the town than his 
•' Lordfliip, I could more fecurcly per- 
" form that office for myfelf j'* fully- 
determined to conceal my new habita- 
tion with equal care from both. I gave 
orders to the people of the houfc to 
admit no one that wanted to fee me; 
and tried every means to prevail on Lord 
Larborough to leave me, that I might 
feek another lodging, for in one re- 
fpe6t he had fucceeded, he had frightened 
me extremely. Bur, notwithftanding 
my moft preffing intreaties, and a good 
deal of uncivility, for my patience was 
exhaufted, yet he would not go away 
till night: and then finding no enquiry 
had been made after me, I was pretty 
well convinced the whole was his own 
invention. 

Another day he informed me I had 
got into a houfe of ill repute, open- 
ing to me afcene of iniquity as ap- 
peared to me entirely incredible;, and 
I frankly told him, " it was impoffible 
«• there fliould be fuch monfters in the 

" form 
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*' farm of womea as he reprefented; 
•' but I was, above all, fqre my land- 
♦' lady w«s not of that kind, the houfe 
" being extremely quiet, (he having lit- 
^* tic company, no young perfon be- 
*' longing to her, and befide depend- 
'* ing on a fhop for her fupport, which 
" muft render the infamous traffick he 
*« mejitioned contrary to her intereft, 
** fmce . it would put a flop to her 
" lawful and honeft trade.*' 

I grew at length fo difgufted with a 
man who could endeavour to increafe the 
agony of my mind, out of fiich bafc 
views as thefe various fallhoods more 
and more convinced me aftuated him^ 
that I could fcarcely endure his prefence. 
, While I believed he expofed Lord Dor- 
chefter's defigns out of real humanity, I 
honoured him. Virtue is a man's firft 
friend, arid his regard for it is never 
put to a feverer trial than when its in- 
tcFeft clafhes with the fchemes of thofe 
whom he moft loves ; and therefore he 
who gives it its true preference is. greatly 
to be applauded. But Lord Larbo- 
rough's 'motives made, his behaviour 
treacherous, and the difcovery of theni 

turned 
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turned all the gratltode I bad at firft 
felt towards him, to Providence, who 
had a better right to it. To that was 
T indebted for my fafety, which was le- 
cured by meeting with two men whofe 
views were equally bafe, artfl both alike 
fixed on me. In the moments of my 
moft exceflive grief, I reflefted on this as 
ablefling, and all my foul was filled wifh 
gratitude, when otherwife my wretched- 
nefs might have tempted me to an im- 
pious repining, that guiWefs, and con- 
trary to any voluntary fteps of my own 
taking, I fhould, by various degrees, be 
Jed to the mifery I endured. 
. I hoped that defpaif might at lafl: in- 
cline Lord Larborough to afllft me m my 
return to my cottage ; but I had vainly 
flattered myfelf ; he would not even give 
me any advice as to the manner I Should 
contrive it; and inftcad of removing the 
difEculties tiiat lay in my way, took a 
pleafure in ftarting new ones. All the 
benefit Lreaped from a behaviour Svhith 
he called ungrateful, was an abatement 
in the frequency of his vifits j and that 
I confefs was forne reward.' 

CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLVIL 



FO R a fortnight after I efcapcd from 
Lord Dorchefl:er's,Ihad lived with- 
out feeing any one except Lord Larbo* 
rough. But the people where I lodged, 
having as much pity for my melancholy 
as they had leifure to feel, were, at laft, 
fo prefling with me to drink tea with 
them, that I could no longer rcfufe ir, 
though I was not very fit for company. 

They had beenfo obliging .as to order 
their fervant to admit no body, in com- 
pliance with my defire -, but before we 
parted, by miftake, fhe brought in a 
vifitor, who, the maid knowj/ig their 
regard to him, imagined muft be agree- 
able. It was fo indeed to me, for it 
proved to be Mr. South. 

His behaviour when I was Mrs. Her^ 
ner's prifoner, had created in mefp much 
cfteem, that I often begged my Lord to 
give him the firft great living in his gift 
which fhould prove vacant, and he had 
promifed. me he would do it. 

As 
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As defirous as I had been of remain- 
ing concealed, I could not be forry to 
fee Mr. South. He feemed rejoiced to 
meet with me again, and afked leave to 
wait on mc the next morning; very 
much puzzled by the way I appeared in, 
as it differed greatly from the rank he 
imagined me of, by things he heard after 
my leaving his neighbourhood. I was' 
not without my reafons for being glad 
to have fome private converfation with 
him. I had fufficient proof that he was 
fit to be trufted, and hoped with his at 
fiftance to get foon from London. 

He had not been long with me before 
I communicated to him the difficulties 
of my fituation, and told him, that 
" although I had once rejcdted his 
♦' friendly offers of contriving my efcape, 
<* I (hould now be highly indebted to 
" him, if he would order my journey 
" for me in the way he thought moft 
•* fafe from difcovery. That I hoped 
** Lord Dorchefter had taken for granted 
♦' that I was returned to my aunt before 
«^ that time, and therefore would have 
*' no fufpicions of finding me on the 
** roadi but that to prevent it more 

" certainly. 
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*' certamly, it might be bcft to go 
*' round by feme country that did not 
^* lie diredly in the way," He was 
greatly affeded with my diftrefs, and 
tried all the powers of perfuafion to coni- 
pofe my mind. He offered to go to 
Lord Dorchefter, in order to learn whe- 
ther the cerfafinty of being unable tofuc- , 
ceed in his intentions might not make 
hitn glad to niarry me. But this I ab- 
folutely refufcd. I had pride enough to 
think one with his principles did not de- 
ferve me ; but there were confiderations 
of ftill more weight; the account he 
gave of his averfion to marriage, and the 
impropriety of his own temper for that 
ftate, gave a woman reafon to fear (he 
might not be happy as his wife: I had 
already undergone the worft part of the 
pains of feparation ; it Would have been 
very fimple to fubjeft myfelf to fuffer it 
^11 over agairx, when by living longer 
with him, my afFeftion was ftill increafed; 
for with all his faults, I faw him amiable 
beyond expreflion. Befides, as well as I 
loved him,' I would not have turned beg- 
. gar, no not even for himfelf. What hap- 
pinefs could I haveexpcfted from a love 

which 
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which I thought his addons proved was 
not founded on efteem ! Marriage would . 
not make me fee it iii a diflferenc lights as 
I could not but know the delire of it arofe 
in him merely from ungovernable pat 
fion, not principle, and I muil therefore 
always fear his repenting it, as he could 
not believe me more worthy of being for 
ever united to him than before I left him. 

I was fo pofitive in the point, thac 
Mr. South did not at all infift on the ex- 
ecution of his offer, but, on the contrary, 
commended my fpirit, and appeared ex- 
tremely pleafed with it; the reafon of 
which I did not find out till the next: 
day, and then admired the generofity 
of his mind, in having been fo ready to 
undertake an office wherein he certainly 
could not wifh to be employed. 

In the fecond vifit, he begged I would 
forgive his renewing the offer I had once 
refufed of the whole fervice of his life 
and fortune. He prefTed ic in the gen- 
teelefl and tender eft manner irtiaginable. 
1 told him, *^ 1 was very forry he had 
*> ftill a wifh depending on me; which 
',' I could not grants but that I was ab- 
*' folute in my determination to return 

" to 
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« to my aunty and on no account could 
« think of marrying a man whdm I did 
'* not love better than any other in the 
** world/' He replied, that « he knew 
*• his misfortune in that refpeft; buf? 
*« would never repine at it, if I would 
** but grant hirh the fecond place in my 
** efteem, and give an opportunity to 
** his fincere affeftion to make him, 
** in tittle, happy in the pofleflion of 
« my heart." He added, that '< the' 
" delicacy which made me ayerfe to 
^* marriage in the prefent fituation of 
** my mind, was a' fufficient aflurancc 
^ that.if I was married to him T would 
** join my endeavours to his to get the 
*^. better of a love which my principles 
♦* would not fuffer me to encourage ; he 
*« would wait thofc happy tfftih with 
« patience, and with gratitude acknow- 
" ledge the prefent blefling of being 
** united to me ; which he fhould prefer 
" to the pofleflion of the whole heart of 
^ any other woman," In this manner 
did he importune me long, and very re- 
luftantly believed that I was immove* 
able oh this fubjeft. I grieved to afflift 
him, but what could-1 do ? I could not 
Vol, IL L marry 
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marry him; it was better, therefore, to 
reprefs his hopes ^t once. This topick 
made him fo little fit for other conver- 
fation, that during this vifit I got no 
intelligence with regard to my leaving^ 
London. 

The next day he ftemcd cafier than 
when he left me, and agreed to aflift me 
as cxpeditioufly as poffible. Wc deter- 
mined that I fhould take a coach to my- 
felf, and go through Northamptonftiire 
into Oxforcjfhire, and then ftrike into 
the Weftern road j and he promifed, that 
the day following he would feek for 
one, I'wifhed him lefs flow in procur- 
ing the means of my departure ; could I 
have tranfafted it myfelf, I flaould have 
proceeded with more hafte. If an un- 
happy pcrfon could be fb inhuman as to 
receive comfort from perceiving others 
were fo as well a^ herfelf, I might have 
found fome confolation .the next morn- 
ing from a fcene to which I was wit- 
nefs; I happened, by chance, to be in a 
little room belonging to the people of 
the houfe, that had a door and a win- 
dow into the fhop^ I faw a very pretty 
lady making fome purchafe there, when 

at 
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at ohce I heard her fcrcam, and a ^gen- 
tleman j whofe face I could not fee, ex- 
prefs great fatisfaftion at meeting her. 
Her furprize gave him time to reproach 
her for " having fo long avoided him, 
*' refufing both . his vifits and his let- 
♦V ters,' denying him all opportunity of 
*' juftifying himfclf for an event in 
** which fhe muft acknowledge he was 
" not to blame," She ftruggled to get 
from him, and begged he would let her 
go-, but he held her hand fo faft,- that (hd 
was obliged to hear him proteft the moft 
violent paffion, and affufe her that ^* he 
** had taken all proper meafures to bring 
'^ her to the. appointed place, but had 
'' been ftrangely difappointed in having 
*> another lady brought inftead of her.'* 
. Your Ladyfhip may imagine, that one 
whofe hearty, like mine, was filled with 
love, would be attentive to any thing 
that had the. leaft relation to it; but 
I became ftill more fo on what the gen- 
tleman faid. By her endeavours to get 
from him, I, at laft, faw his face, and 
perceived it was the perfon to whom I 
had been carried in my way to London. 
L 2 The 
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The lady declared flbe vroxM raife an 
outcry if he did not go farthei? frpm hcr^ 
and leave her at liberty. .My \dSnd^ 
lady then fpoke very fternly, and defired 
he would not trouWe any one in h^ei* 
fliop, but let the lady alone. He no' 
fooner let go her hand, than fhe ran td 
the ftreet door, but was flopped by his 
placing hlmfdf between her and it; 
When ihe found art attempt to get from: 
him that way was vain, (he turned fliort, 
and feeing the door which opened into 
the room where I was, fhe fprung with 
fuch force againft it, that hot fmitting 
very well, (he broke it open, and. had 
bolted it on the infide befoce her lover* 
could reach it* 

Seeing me, fhe begged I would prC- 
teft her, and keep her from that man. 
I carried her up ftairs into my apart- 
ment,, the door of which I faflened,, and 
left the gcndeman to the difpofal of 
my landlady. The poor lady was no 
fooner eafcd of part of her fear, than 
flie fell into a fit, which greatly alarmed 
me, but I durft not open the door to 
call any one. When (he came to her- 
felf, fhe burft into tears* Her cafe, 

in 
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lit i0me'|deg|DCC^ rerembled mme, ivhich 
xjoade n(i€ accompany her in weeping. 

She fecggcd ;mc again,' not to let the 
inan frdni whom flic had fled a>me up 
ftairs. J told her, " I had once igno- 
** rantly been her ' protedtor^ and that" 
** now I would be fo defignedly.** I 
t;hen informed her that I was the pcr- 
fi)a< who had been carried to his Lord* 
fl^ip'is houfe when hie expefted her, and 
gave her an account of my reception, 
aiiKl what fooHsakd it. 

She feemod to receive ibme fatisfac- 
tion from finding herfelf with one who 
knew fomcpart of her hiftory, but ex- 
preffed her aftoniftiment at feeing me 
m fuch an habitation, having, as flie 
^id, ^^ uoderftood that I was a rela^ 
•' tion of Lord .Dorchcfter; and from 
** the difturbance he had :been in, flic 
*^ could fuppbfe no other ; and yet the 
*^. place in which I now lived was not at 
" all proper for any of his family." 

' So maiiy circunrftances in what either 
faid touched Tome teadesr part of the 
other's heart, that more was expreflcd 
by tears than by words. They were 
the Qoly.aafwers I made to her expref- 
f. L 3 fions 
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fions of fuirprize, till I found Ihe'mif- 
conftrued them, by her telling me,- 
that *' fhe feared Lord Dorchefter was 
*' not proof againfi pride and beauty, 
•' which, together, made men do very 

. •• wrong things. She had had a better 
•^ opinion of his Lordlhip ; his behaviour 
•* to her deferved eternal gratitude ; 
*^ but fhe was afraid I had not an equal 
•« obligation to him. She affured me 
•' (he pitied me fincerely, for that my 
*' youth, and the 'very great amiablcnefs 
*' of hisLordfliip, were ftrong excufes, 
*^ if I obferved a different behaviour foi: 
•« the future, offering me any kind of 
*« affiftance in her power, and exhorting 
« me to a regular life." Thefe fut 
picions raifed my indignation ; I could 

,iiot forbear anfwering with great warmth, 
that • " her opinion injured me greatly, 
** and it was cruel, by fuch an imputa- 
«' tion, to add to the afHiftion I was 
« under/* 

She begged my pardon in the hahd- 
fomeit manner, made all kind of fob* 
milTions, and excufed herfelf fb well on 
the probability of the thing, that I 
forgave her, and complied with her re* 

qucft 
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qu'eft in relating to her, in as few words 
as poffible, the occafion of the differ- 
ence Ihe faw in my fituation* She flieVr- 
ed a vety ireal compaflion for me, and of- 
fered to take me home with her to her 
aunt's, where they would carefully con- 
ceal me. But " I entreated lier not 
*' even to mention me to that relation, 
•' as it muft redound to my Lord's dif- 
•* honour •, aad I thought myfelf fo fafe 
•* where I was, that it would not be ad- 
** vifable to change my abode/' Her 
fear left her lover fhould have, fet fpics 
at our door, made her glad to remain 
the whole day with me -, during which I 
learnt, that her father had faithfully kept 
the agreement made with him by Lord 
Dorcheftcr, and her aunt had behaved 
very kindly to her ; but that fl>e had 
been obliged to make herfelf an abfglute 
prifpner ever fince Ihe came to tbwn, 
having never been aWe to venture into 
any piiblick place, or large company, for 
fear of meeting that vile man from whom 
Ihe. had been fo fortunately, delivered. 
" Not," file added, that " fhe appre- 
•* hended any other harm from feeing 
" him in publick but the keeping alive 
L 4 *' a pafTion 
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•' a paflion which it was ncceffary to her 
' ** peace to extinguifti ; (he owned fhe 
«< had not been able to do it, which made 
•* her extremely unhappy, and had occa- 
** fioned her fufFering ej^ceffively during 
•• that interview between them to which 
^•' I had been a witncfs." 

Her lover omitted no means of feeing' 
or writing to her, after he found where 
ihe was gone. He attempted to vifit her 
continually, but always received a denial 
at the door*, he contrived a thoufand ways 
to convey letters to her ; he often had 
them direftcd by other people, in hopes, 
that not knowing the hand, fhe would 
open them ; but being conflantly on her 
guard, fhe never read one, tho* for any 
thing fhe knew fome of them might be 
from other people j but the only means 
ihe had of certainly avoiding to receive 
his letters was to accept none but fuch 
as were in the hands or her ufual corrc- 
fpondents. Her care had anfwered {o 
well, that fhe never before met him. 

It was plain, from his difcourfe, that 
he imagined her behaviour proceeded 
from refentment at not having been car- 
ried to his houfe. I found 0ie was as 

weak 
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weak as Inyfelf 5 (he was ftill very much 
HI love, with him, and appealed ex- 
tzemeljT' ufihappy^ though ihe faid (he 
was grown eafief before this unlucky in- 
terview* She cold roe, '* her intention 
^* was to pcrfuade her aunt to live in 
*' the country, where (he hoped, by ab- 
" fence and reafon, to conquer this un- 
^ fortunate paffion. For Ihe took nojoy 
" in fociety, nor did k aflFbrd the leaft 
*' relief to her fpirits. I once," added 
(he, ** by chance met his wife, who (cem- 
•• ed not kfs unhappy than myfclf, and 
** I felt almoft equal pity for her. In- 
*« ftcad of looking on herwith the diflike 
** generally borne to a rival, I conceived 
** a kind of love for her as a fellow-fuf- 
" (ierer, ^and could not forgive myfclf, 
** for having, perhaps, been a means of 
*' creating part of the uneafinefs which 
'* -appeared in her countenance^ though 
*' I had innocently offended againft 
" her-, her Lord being the cruel injurer 
" of both." 

By enquiring into his character, (he 

learnt that his Lady was a woman of 

very great fortune, whom he married in 

little more than a year before he came 

L 5 into 
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into her father's neighbourhood, having 
gained her affeftions by a very-aflidu- 
ous courtfhip, to which hec riches alone 
had tempted him, 

. Tfie fimilitude between this young la- 
dy's fate and mine, difpofed us well to- 
wards each other, and, before we parted, 
we fliould have been glad to have agreed- 
on a means of meeting again, but I dared 
not venture to her end of the town, nor 
could ftie come where I was without dan- 
ger of meeting the man Gic wifhed to 
avoid, as he might probably hope that a 
love fo tender as he knew her's once was^ 
would, when her firft anger was abated, 
relent on what he had faid, and thatfhe 
would come again, where (he might hope 
another time to fee him. Thefe confi- 
derations obliged us to take a final leave, 
only (he infift^d on my informing her, 
by a line, when I ihould be got fafely 
out of town, which (he advifed me to 
attempt cautioufly, but refolutely, tho* 
fhe owned ftie was forry Lord Dorche- 
fter Ihould have any caufe to grieve; for 
notwithftanding his having'afted an un- 
worthy part, yet her gratitude for the 
great benefit he had conferred on her, 

made 
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made her wilh him not to fufFc^r by it 5 
adding,- that '*- I n^uft allow this was 
*' due to one who had preferred her 
**^ from being the unhappiett wretch on 
*' earth; but yet fhe (hould be vety 
** forrv that he fhould commit a wrong 
^'laftion, who had defervcd fo much 
** honour from having prevented ano- 
*' therfromdoingone." We exchang- 
ed mutual good wifties, and parted. 

How much are the orders of.Provi^ 
dence perverted! .Our afFedtions fcem- 
given as the Iburces of happinefs, but 
by the bad qualities of mankind arefre- 
quently made the great fprings of our 
mifery. While they correfpond with 
virtue, they alone give us a notion of 
true blifs; but when once they are 
connefted with various kinds of vice, 
how wretched do they make both the. 
vicious perfoh, and thQfe who are the 
objeds of tbeir'Ul-founded affedions. 



CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLVIIL 

THE jnext morning, when Mn South 
went to hire an equipage for me, 
as he had promifeJ^ he perceived a man 
fauntering in die inn yard, who ob- 
fcrved him while he was making the 
bargain, and followed him ata difiahce, 
at his return; Mr. South fearing it 
might be fome fpy of Lord Dorchef- 
tcr's, went-home, inftead of coming to 
me. He learnt of the people of the 
houfe where he lodged, that after he 
was gone in, the man enquired his 
name, and fome other particulars. He 
was fo cautious left the place of my 
abode fliould be difcovered thro* his 
means, that he would not ftir out of 
his lodgings till the following day ; but 
he had not been long with me, before 
the fame perfon came after him, hav- 
ing been dircded from his houfe, with 
a meflage from Lord Dorchefter, de- 
liring to fpeak with him then, if he 
was at leifure. This furprized us, as 
they had not the leaft acquaintance, 
and made us fufpedt that, upon laying 

circum- 
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circumftanCes together, his Lordflxip 
thought Mr. South might be able to^ 
give him fome information about me.' 
I was defirous of moving my habita- 
tion direftly, that he might be able to 
fey, with truth, he knew not where I 
was ; but he differed from me in this'; 
he faid, that " Lord Dorcheftcr had no 
•* power over me, nor could a man of 
" honour attempt to ufc force to pre- 
•* vent ray purfuing my intended jour- 
" ney i that he would take care I (hx^uld 
" have the liberty of a free-born wo- 
** man, and not be detained by any 
^ one. If his Lordihip kept fo ftrid 
^^ a watch, I fliould fcarcely be able 
" to get ofFundifcovered J and there- 
" fore it was better to do it openly and 
^* boldly ; offering to fee me fafc to 
" the end of my journey." As his 
pTofcflion obliged him to fome depen- 
dence on the favour of thofe who could 
affift in his preferment, and as I hoped 
Lord Dorchefter would perform the 
promife he had given me, I rejeAed 
this propofal, very unwilling to do him 
an injury in return for the obligations 
he had conferred on me, by thus neg- 
lecting 
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Icfting his owp^ imereft for my good. 
He -replied, .that ^' he could jievcc re- 
*' ceive,fo much true fatisfaftion from 
*' any thing, as from doing -me fei-vice ; 

V that be Ihould have only this one op- 
** portunity of enjoying fo great, a gra- 
*' tification; which, fincelcould not be 
^' prevailed with to makp him happy, 
*' would be always refleded on by him 
*' as the darling moment of his life ;*' 
and that " it would be the higheift cru- 
]^ eky to refufe the acceptance of his 
" beft fervices, the recoUcdion of which 
^^ would fweeten all his future cares or 
^' pains ; and as I could give but a very 
" imperfe<5l account of the place from 
" which I had been -taken, he could 
*' not venture me with any. other guide 

V than himfelf." He left me without 
waiting for an anfwer. 

His refolution diftrefled me. I could 
not bear to be detrimental to his in- 
terefts, though I was convinced that 
with truth he faid they weighed lefs with 
him' than the plcafure of doing, one 
friendly adion : but fuch gencrofity 
Ihould meet an equal return; and I 
would not in this have: given way to 

him. 
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him, could I have avoided it. But his 
abfence robbed me of the power of re- 
fifting his. kind intention, and, indeed, 
the difficulty, of finding out the place 
to which I was to be carried, from the 
very imperfeft hints I could give, was 
ft) great, that there was . fome danger 
that none but fo very affid|uous a friend 
would have taken the pains to have 
fought it out; which he intended to have 
done while I reniained on the borders 
of Wales till he could diredt the vehicle 
in the right courfe. I was impatient to 
know the occafion of Lord Dorchefter*s 
fending for him, and yet it fhould have 
fcemcd of little importance to me* My 
departure was determined. If he would 
have fixed me out of his power, and 
complied with my terms, which the 
cenforioufnefs of this country, founded 
•on the diflplute manners of the people, 
would have required to niake me ac- 
knowledged as innocent as I was, I 
would not have ftaid. I could not ac«. 
ccpt an obligation which I never would 
return. The cuftoms of mankind, and 
the different opinion I had of my Lord 
to what I formerly entertained, rendered; 

it 



itized by Google 



as* OPHELIA. 

it ixnpofiible for me to live with the 
iame frecfuent into-courle and perfed: 
confidencef which till then had been the 
finirce of all my joys. Without that^; 
what charms could any place have for 
me ? The more I refledled, the ftronger 
was my refolution to fly it, as I would 
tSie peftilence^ leA the contai^cai (hoald 
reach me, and I be iQ&ded with their 
immbrality. . 

While I was in thcmidft of thefe re- 
fledtions, I heard ibme one coming up 
ftairsio my room. Full of cxpeftatioa 
of Mr. South, I ran to the door to meet 
him ; but how great was my furprizc at 
feeing, inftead of him. Lord Do«:he(Ur.^ 
I cried out, and funk into a chair, my 
ftrength failing me. He was in too 
great a rapture to. think of the effed his 
fuddcn appearance had on me. How 
far above defcription were his tranfports 
on feeing me again! He embraced me 
with an eagernels, which, howcTcr in- 
nocent I once thought k, his own words' 
had inftrutfted me too well not to fuflfer j 
and the defire of repelling the famili- 
arity, I believe, recovered me fooner 
thian I ^ould otherwifc hare been. All 

he 
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he faid were incoherent, paflionxte cx- 
preflions of his joy. My fcnfations were 
more filenc: I was as unable to (peak as 
he was to preferve any regularity in what 
he faid. Love, refentment, grief, and 
fear, divided my heart. Each alike 
llrove for utterance, and therefore ren- 
dered me dumb j till he cried, ^' fpcak 
** to me, my charmer, my angel ; fpeak ; - 
*' no words can be fo cruel as this fi- 
^* lence. Your voice muft delight 
** whatever fubjcd: you chufe, but let 
" it not be a harftione; pity and for-. 
*'' give a man whofe whole Uifs is ccn* 
** tered in you. Will you, can yoti 
*' pardon me?" 

" Can my forgivenefe be of any 
«* worth,*' I replied, " to one who 
«* could long harbour a wiOi to make 
«• me fo criminal that I could not have 
<* pardoned myfclf i If it was of vakie ^ 
«< why would you dcfire to rob me. of 
*' it, to whom it muft be of moft con^ 
♦« fcquence." 

*' Upbraid me not,'* anfwered he, 
•' with errors that make me wretched. 
*' If you knew how much I defervdyour 
♦* pity, forgivcncfs muft fuccecd your 

'^ compaflion% 
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** compaflion. All my life Ihall be de- 
'' voted to extenuate my offence. Ac- 
" tions proceeding from the trueft, the 
♦* purcft love, ftxall plead the ^xcufc of 
*' my injurious defigns. Believe my 
*'. word ; I have never broken it -, I will 
^* not rife, from your feet till you affure 
" n^e of my. pardon." "Rife then, 
*' now, my l/)rd," faid I j " anger 
^^ maintains much fhorter poflTcffion of 
*' my mindthan grief : I can fufFer, but 
" not refcnt. From my heart I forgive 
^* iall the mifcny you. have infli6bcd, and 
♦^ the greater ftill which you intended 
f ? me, I forgive yau your conftant 
*« endeavours to create a love in me, 
** which could only tend to my unhap- 
'^ pinefs. I will not exclude even this 
*' laft pain, this interview, which tears 
'* my heart : it is your infli(5ting, and 
*' therefore I will i*ecei ve.it with^ pa- 
*' tience*, but I had hoped, to be fettled 
** in peace without undergoing any new 
" conflids-, I would not have troubled 
** you in the. fcarch of .tranquillity -, a 
<« blefling hard to find,» for a heart fo 
*< foAd, fo tender as mine -, one that is 
<* by you taught all the anguifh that the 
: **higheft 
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" higheft degree of fcnfibility can give. 
** Jt ^as, before I knew you, in the- cn- 
V tire pofleffioQ of reft and peace i had 
** no, wilh iingratified, no fear, no jarr- 
H ing paffions to torment it. This 
•* dreadful change I pardon you j and 
** while I am feeking in my folitude for 
*^ my former cafe, I will pray for yqui* 
^^ felicity, and tears ihall wafli. away all 
** refentment-, I might be happy, if 
** they coukj drown remembrance too.'* 
Tears eafed the rack I was upon, and 
gave my tiOrd time to defire me not to 
talk of returning to my cottage, for h' 
tvas .uniting death with the healing 
found of pandon.. " If you love mc,*^ 
continued he, >^* can you wilh for fuch 
** afeparation? You have aqw no rea- 
** fqn to fly me. I have no concealed 
*' defigo. I .was, indeed, greatly pre- 
*' judiced againft marriage, but you 
•' have removed.it all -, I now look on 
.*' it as a jEtatc of blifs, if you are .my 
*'> companion in it; and pray for it 
** more devoutly than ever martyr did 
" for Heaven. Indeed, I have had my 
^^ martyrdom V no tyrant could inflict 
*' a torment beyond^ what your ab- 

" fence 
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<« fence has made me foffcn What bit- 
** ter accufariond have I not made 
** againft myfeW, for perrriittirtg pr^u- 
** dice to get the bet^r Of thctriieflf 
«* love that ever poflfeffed the heart of 
<' man. If you are only indifferent, 
** mere pity will move you* to comply* 
*^ If y(m do rtoi! hate ine,> yoa will con- 
<< *f^nt to become my d^afy tny ^wedded 
^ wife direATy^ you wilF relieve^ iny. 
<«' mind frOm its prefe<vt fufferin^g^; and 
** put it in my power to make what re- 
^ compcrtoe I can forthetfOubte I have 
^ caujfied yoM-*' 

• ^* That I lowe you^*? I implied, « i 
^K itn much too well convinced by pain* 
«> ful ekpieriemse i but you have fo for- 
" feitcd my efteertl, that- 1 cannot com- 
«* pVy with your propofal. I could not 
« be happy if I waS married to yoci^ 
" confoquently flioold nicM: r«ake you fo. 
«* Yout pafiibn forrneis the fen?vc it 
**• was, all thediSer^nce k in thecom- 
« panions .of it. While acdompanied 
*< by hope, you know how little 1 was 
*« obliged to you for it; nowd^pair has 
« taken its place, it has blinded you, and 
" I will believe you tbiftk youi« affedion 

" • . « all 
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« al} yottfey it is i btrt was. y6ur defpair 

*' CO cca&> you waald find your miftake 

*' ,too latiSf after we were both made fti 

*' or'^es to the deception, I have loft 

*^ all my eonBdcncc in yon, and deted 

** the reft of your nation. I will go 

^ where I ihall be fochided from man^ 

*' kind, where virtue makes every ac*- 

♦* tion open and inteMigible-, thcfi^ t 

*' am capable of living happily, without 

<* learning the arts that hdre hide every 

** real ttought. If this refolution is 

*< painful to you, make it likewife be- 

*• fteficial 5 truft me, td fcorjfupt a peo* 

*< pie cannot be taught virtue, but by 

« fuffering. Affliftloft will '- purify a 

^* heart perverted by education and 

*• cuftom; intakes off the- varnifh from 

** glaring vices, and fticws them in their 

•* owo. dark colours. If you really fuf* 

" fer, confider to what it is owing, learn 

«* to h^tc vice, which as certainly carries 

** its punifliment as virtue does its re- 

*« ward along with it. But why ftiould 

*« I think you can fuflferlong enough to 

** do you any good ! Vour heart is not 

<' miade: like mine, thercfoYe 1 cannot 

** judge of ic** ^^ Can you," cried my 

Lord, 
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Lord, '^ kindly fhed diefe tears to part 
'' with, me, and yet accompany them 
*• with ft) cruel a declaration of .your in^ 
*' tentionP^.He omitted nothing diat 
he thought, could prevail with me, and 
fo far did he fucceed, that had I known 
how much I (bould have been affedted 
I would not have ftaid'to hear him, for 
I could not have beBeved my reafon 
ftropg enough to refift^ my own agitation 
of mind, and the diftradion he appear* 
ed in. He faw my diftrefs, but receiv* 
ing hope from it, cruelly continued his 
perfuafions, I would have left him,, but 
he held me faft, protefting he would 
never let me go till LprOmifed to be. his 
wife. He oferedimethe difpofal of 
half his fortune to make me lefs depen- 
dent y but when our eafe of heart de- 
pends fo entirely on. another's love, what 
freedom can money give us ?.. . 

I know not whether I could forever 
have refufed to comply; but happily for 
n)e, his reafon failed him before he 
had fufficiently conquered, mine to get 
my confcnt j his fpiritswere fo oppreffed, 
he became quite fpeechlefs, and almpft 
icnfclefs. I was haltdiftrafted j but as foon 

as 
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as he began to come out of this fit^ to 
avoid prolonging a fcene fo difficult for 
me to fupport, I left the room, though 
not without taking a kinder farewcl than 
fcemed confiftent with a dcfire never to 
fee him again, which I begged, while, 
with tears, I kifled his hand. He had 
only power to look up at me,, with dying 
eyes, fwimming in tears. Thus I left 
him: but how hard it •was to do fo,* 
none can know but thofe who have 
loved AS well and gone through as fe- 
vere a trial. . 

I fhut myfelf into another room, there 
to give way to the diftraftion of my 
mind, which wias fo excelKve, that when 
Mr. South came I was not capable of 
attending or fpeaking to him. He wias 
greatly touched, and endeavoured to 
foothe and compofe me ; but finding it 
impoflible, he went away, unable to fup- 
port the fight of me in that diftrefs. 
The next time Mr. South came, he found 
me more capable of hearing what had 
pafled after Lord Dorchefterfcnt for him. 

He told me, that my Lord was wait- 
ing for him, and as foon as the fervant 
introduced him^ afked, with the utmoft 
' , impatience. 
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impatience, if he could impart any news 
of Mifs Lenox? Mr. South exprefled 
ionic furprizc at his Lordlhip's applyino' 
to him^ who alledged for the reaibn <^ 
it, *• the knowledge of the regard he 
" had for me, and the reafon^ I had ta 
** place a coriSdcnce in him, which 
•* made him appear the propereft per- 
•* fon to whom I could have recourfe^ 
« in a fituatiOn where, without the af- 
•* fiftancc of one more accuftomed to 
^« the world, it muft be very difficult 
« to conduft myfelf. That this prcrf>a- 
•* bility was turned into almoft a cer- 
•« tainty, by the account of one of the 
«. people whom he had in pay at every 
« place in town where equipages were 
" to be hired, to prevent my getting 
« away from it without his knowledge. 
This man told him « he had fcen a 
« clergyman hire a chigwiot which he 
'< had looked at, and feemed to prefer 
*« to the reft for having canvafles to 
« let down before the glafles ; at leaft 
^« he could guefs no other reafon for the 
" preference he gave it, as it was ra- 
» ther the worft vehicle there. That 
^J upon this, his fpy followed him to his 

" lodgings, 
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** lodgings, and learnt his name. My 
*• .Lord' then, in the moft afFtfting 
** terms, conjured Mr. South to tell 
^ him where I was. 

He anfwered, that •* he did not know, 
•^ though he was obliged to chance for 
** finding me out, but that he muft beg 
** tti be excufed giving an information 
" that might make a refolutibri more 
" difficult tocxecutej which was already 
** almpft too hard for a woman who, 
^* except virtue, loved nothing fo well 
*' as his Lbrdlhip. 

My Lord faid, "he hoped they were 
«< not inconfiftent : he would not have 
<' alked hitn for 'any rnforhiation of 
** which he defighed to make a bad ufe. 
** He had no other wifh but to niarry 
*' me, and wanted to fee me, to obtaiti 
'* my confient, together with my* for- 
^* givenefs for what was paft, and noped 
« -it might be gained, as he had only 
«* mentally offended, and woul<J devote 
*^ his life to make me reparation.'* He 
iidded, *' that he could not live without 
** me, and fliould gratefully receive me 
« on my own terms, if I pleafed, that 
^^ very day, for no time was early 
•* enough fbr his impatience.** 

Vol, II. M Mr. 
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Mr^ South offijred^to come and tell 
p^c his prelibnt fentimpnts 5 bt^t my I;prd 
^^g&^d he mighti not defer feeing »me^ 
and prevailed on him todireft him where 
to find me, 

' After Lord Dorchefter left me, he fent 
again for Mr, South, v(ho found him in 
a way that the defcription alone moved 
xny hearj: tpo much at. He begged Mr. 
South's affil^iifie in his endoavours to 
prevail on me ^^ to defift from my pur- 
pose of never feeing him a,gaip. 

Mr. South promifed he would give it 
him ; but ad4edy jthat "if my love for 
," his Lordfliip could not prevail, he 
** feared all other advocate^ would prove 
V' very weak.. Xhat if I was able to 
.•* perfift. in my refolution, notwithftand- 
^ /ing the diftrefs I faw him in, in the 
^\ i/iterview, whiph, he imagined, would 
•*\haye ended in our union^ he did not 
" flatter himfelf h(e could make me 

. I told him "he had undertaken an 
5* unfuccefsfuLcaufe: that his. cxpefta- 
" tions of the little he (hould be able to 
" efFeft were.fo well founded, I need 
" give no other reafons to perfuade him 
" to defift from a pyerfepution, with 

!* which. 
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?* :**ic^ hbflwetfer obftifiaiely, I had 
^Vdetccmiii$ditii6c;tQ coipply; yec to 
« refift Waff)verjit painful to mc. • 
V iThiit I might be /retxiQjvcd from thcfe 
ofi)fl:ru(9;ior^^co my intended' departutrei 
vi^kktrlbf^nsd :wa^}d grow toOiftrbng 
foc;flay^:Tef©Urtioo, jldffirAdMr. South 
w^tild prDciii:esme^> an iqiiipagt for. the 
nmd^j) jKi^itfaout Haapactingrto Riy Lord 
^crfuddennefs lOf iny determination. 
He J psroA-kifed/ ^ to Itflfib my reqtieft- I 
mttiw njyfelf i in fome: place . whcce my 
Xrtrd could «ocrj5od.Bte,' for J feared I 
fl«mld ijo^ I be [Jro^f/a^ioft auoiter in- 
tcrviewi(]tjg3Wgh E.was forilficd by.the 
fuH belief that I could not be happy 
tyiih orte/o defeftive in his rprihciples, 
on the goodneft of which muft depend 
the.fqlijifity afc ajl thofe fmail focieties; 
As cfteejfnris'a wcieffary foundation for 
a laftiog te^f*! I could not believe this 
change jn him arofe from an amendment 
of heart j but ftom defpair of fuccefs in 
bis former fchemes, and was convinced 
it would^hisrcfore be madnefi to unite 
nayftlffor life j^kh one who had no 
better mottve ; .for no fuffering can equal 
that. of beio@ married to a mahof whom 
OQe has a bad opinion. . 
' : - •Ma As 
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As foon AS Mr. Soothhad reported his 
fcnall fuccefS) Lady Pji}eftibe was ient by 
my Lord^totry whether fiiecouk) prevail; 
Your Ladyfliip .may imagine I did' not 
give her a very cordial reception. She 
took Donoticeof ic,buc43iddfeflfedtiie with 
fondneft^ aiid begatv to combat my ti^ten*^ 
tion by fetting befbre me all tfaci kappU 
nefs that attended my <:aitfefic to many 
my Lord» In (lead of ende&vouriiig td 
excufe his faults, fhe otily faid^flightly) 
that 4IO oiheriinan would havte preferVed 
fo bkmelefs a bebaviovir> and^pcoceeded 
to fhew m ahim^ with ^ him in the moft 
pfcafing light. ' Her aim vm^ briiigffiy 
affedions: to her fide of the arguments ■ 
. I did not 4et her go on long ; but told 
her, « it well became one who could con* 
** defoendiK) (jomtfveat, attd aflift fuch 
** villainous defigns as had t>een har* 
*' boured againft me, to endeavour !to 
*' prevail by the force of pafhon, againfl? 
" the reafon which ought to fubdue it j 
" but that I was not to be moved by ar-^ 
** guments fo wrongly applied, and ut- 
•* tered by one from whom every thing * 
^' muft appear in a fufpicious light, and 
" who would difgracc even the caufe of 
" virtue by defending it. Without fay- 

*' ing 
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♦♦ ingiimich more, I affronted her, and 
** freed myfelf from her importunities/* 
1: Loi\4 ©orchfefter came foon after •, but 
t hc»rd acoach .dop, and filing it was 
him,, hid)"n?yfe!f fo Mdl^ ihatttha* the 
houfe was^iligently fearched, they iDobld 
not find bie. After that be fcnt rrip a 
letter; but I did not «chufe to give him 
more arms agalnft myfelf, fo fentit back 
with adieffire he would leave me in peace; 
/ Befoir^ I Ihad time to <:ompofe my fpi^ 
»ts, 'Mift B^den y?as brought up ftairs. 
I was greatly furprized to fee her; but my 
heart was lb great a ftranger to pleafure, 
that I could not find words toexprefs 
what i felt at her vifit, lb foon as Ihe did 
the OGcafiort of :ir. ■■ ** I am come/* faid 
flie, « to plead a caufe, in which I find 
** fo hiany others have been unfuccefiful, 
*< that although - to be employed might 
'* raife my vanity, it ought to create 
•< fears in me that Jill my' endeavours 
^^ will prove fnlitlefs. ' My regard for 
^^- you, the pleafurfe I have always ima- 
♦^ gined I niuft find in Vour friendlhip, 
*«• and pity for one whofe diftreft' would 
«* mdvea harder heart than mine, makes 
«« me' wifti for eloquence enough to pre- 
«' vail in my fult/* Sh^ proceeded to 
^" M3 tell 
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tell me that (he had had avifitfrdcn 
Lord Dorchcftcr. As Toon as he came 
in he told her, that '^tho* he had^oever 
*' before had the hpD*"f.?fc waiting bili 
*' jier, yet he ttJifted in heri^DOd hs^ture 
** for his pardoQy when iheiknew that he 
^ had placed all hopes of the happinefs' 
" of his' life in her/' . 

He related to her every -thing that had 
paffed between him and me, fcomtjhc time 
of his firft feeing metijl his Jaft trial,- by 
Lady Paieftine, of prevartib^onmeitoJay 
afide my intention of retufning to my 
^unt. He added, that; " he knew. I had 
« agoodopinionof her> and hcbftdinevec 
«' feqn fo ftrdng an indication ia me to 
*< any other perlpn>, hp therpfdr^ hpped 
*' (he mi^t be,m^^ fuecefjfijj, if.flie 
" would Icindly undertake his caufe/* 

I tQldb^r;*^it ^as^ badone^ and:I won- 
" dered (he would engage in ir.'*. She 
replied, *;* that J ougfct eiot.to exfpe^ ^pn^* 
*VfumHiate virtue among ^,df^cnp^»te 
*^.ficeple'; that if yasffcarcelypoffii^te m 
*« find- a mail yfi)p ha,<J -fiay fci^ples in 
" regard to his , behavioMr to wppien. 
^« She gave me ^ thoufand . jnftgnces 
«, wherein the mefl of tlje ^ft cliara^ers 
« had fi^iifid }. tailing. «|)S they left^eraed 
' I , r ^/i it matrimony 
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•* matritnony as fo^ntircly a palitical in^ 
'^ ftitmion, that though each might ip« 
** prove of ic in fociety, many did noc 
"like it for themfelves. /That they 
•* looked on the life of a woman who 
** lived with: tlicm. without being mar- 
^* ried, as gcnerallyymoft happy. , That 
** my Lordy in the caire he had taken of 
*• my reputation, had fhewo a delicacy 
" and an affedkion for me .of which, few 
*^ men were capable.::that in every other 
". virtue be was as nearly perfcfib as ahu- 
" man creature could be. . She told me 
^* how much I ought to . allow for the 
" force of: cuftom and education jiihefe 
*« had both tended ^,make him look, orl 
*« chaftity 9»(i very, fip-all virtue, for that 
** it was.eyen made the fubjeft of ridi* 
« cule in fueh men as were pgffeflcd of ij." 
In Ihort, fbe-ftid (o much in hisjex-r 
cufe, that although I.tqviid not allow 
that cuftom fliould fofarovie;:come truth, 
I found fome fatisfadlion in thinking him 
Icfs criminal, but ftill faw him t66 much 
fo not to refift all her importuaities, and 
flie war, obliged to fubmuLitQ.rny obltir. 
ftacy.. • -r^. . ■ . -" /■;•. ; , 

. I IbQuld be defi{:ient in fiacerity, werd 
I not tp confcfs that Mil^ Baden-s pcr-r 
M 4 fuafions 
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faafiona a little daggered my refolytion. 
I fometimes was inclined to doubt whe- 
ther Lord Dorcheftcr could be fa much 
to blame, fince (he undertook to excufe 
him, and whether I might not be allow- 
ed to fo|-givc one I iovcd fo tenderly, 
fince a woman who had no fuch mo- 
tive could fo eafily acquit hinu But I 
£)on became fenfibje this was the di&ate 
of my paflion. Bad example^ and perni- 
cious habits. Had, in a degree, perverted 
Mifd Baden i the frequency of vice had 
deadened her ienie of it; but I had 
no fuch excufe-, cuftom had not con- 
founded my ideas (^ right and wrong, 
and therefore to have united myfelf with 
a pcrfon whorti I knew guilty of vice, 
was, in a degree, to become vicious ; 
and I could npt ' have a ftronger reafon 
to avoid it than ^Mifs Baden herfelfiiir- 
niflied me with, fdr fince a woman of 
virtue could, by ecj^mple, have her prin- 
ciples fo much perverted, the danger 
I fhould run by marrying Lord Dor- 
cheftcr wa* obvious •, and to ' put pur- 
felves in a iituation that muft hazard 
our integrity, is a great proof that it 
is not at that time fufficiently ftrong. 
I very firankly told Mifs Baden how 

much 
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much more prevalent I found her exam- 
ple than her argun>ents/ for that ** Ihe 
" could urge no reafons which would 
*« fo ftrorigly indute me to live with 
" Lord Dorchcfter, as her being capable 
** of urging them would deter me frqm 
♦* it, fince (he thereby (hewed me the 
'^' danger that arofe from a Commu- 
" nication with mankind ; for I (hould. 
*' fear that my principles might be cor- 
^^ rupted by the fame means that had 
" perverted her's. Therefore all (he 
** could fay only proved to mt the necct 
** fity of flying mankind, if I defigned to' 
••hold faft my integrity as long as I 
♦^'lived/* 

' Mffi Badeii fmliled^ without any ap- 
pearance of refentment at what I had laid, 
and only anfwered, that " fhe faw I 
** was determined to make no difference 
** between exciifing the guilt of others, 
** arid accompanying them in the crime; 
*• and fmcel was'refolved to retire from 
^« the world, in order to avoid becoming 
" as bad as (he was, fhe found (he had 
'* little chance of carrying back any con- 
«* folation to Lord Dorchefter •,*' and the 
night being far fpent, (betook leave of 
.me. 

M5 CHAP. 
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CHAP. XLKi- 

MY. mind had been too pjuch .agi- 
tated in the day^ to aiUow me 
'any reft at night. The various at- 
tacks that had been made on my paflions, 
had coft my reafon fo much labour to 
refift, that I had npt ftrepgth, enough 
to compofc my fpirits, Yihiqhy-vtj^ej} Mr. 
South attended me the n^xt mornings 
were in a ftate little diflferf nt from what 
they were when he left me the day be- 
fore. He imagined night would ?JFord 
me but little relief, and, therefore came 
the earlier, out of a kind defi.nc xp di» 
vert my thoughts, if he could jnot alle- 
viate my uneafinefs. 

Before the hour the chariot was or- 
dered, a letter was brought^ which I per- 
ceived, by the fuperfcription, was from 
Lord Dorcheften .The firft impulfe was 
to return it unopened, to avoid gjy.ing 
frefh pain to my heart-,, but bdPore I 
could put the thought in execution, it 
gave place to a tenderer confidcration ; 
1 feared by fuch a proceeding I might 
add to his uneafinefs j and this, in a point 
that could do me no eflentiat harm, was 

ungencroufly 
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ungeitefotifly preferring frijr oivnleafi ta 
his, arid fince I wa-s juft going to execute? 
a refolotion which affedted hrmfomuch, 
it would be cruel to er\creafe it urtncceCi 
farily. I therefore opened the letter,, 
and, to my great furprize, teamt fromit^ 
that *^ he Icfc t-ondon before break /of 
"day, in order to proceed dirciStly to 
" my aunt's, having hopes of :obiaining 
** her mediation in his favour, which 
^* he flattered himfelf might have more 
•' weight than gny other peiion'sahad 
" ycthad.V :!-'),: . \ . 

Notiiing bould:have; filled me With ' 
greater afkonifhcDient. Taexpedl fo.goodi 
a wonian fhould plead in the excufc of 
vice, appeared to.me extremely ,a[bfurd!i 
but the confequencc of this ftep wa^Uae 
prtv^ntingniy journeys flncc hatlX ^rof 
feciupdJt,! muft'have met himonlchc 
k'oad, or ;found, him: there 4. neithw 6i 
which would have bttn atan^agreef 
able to my purpofc. Thebeft fch^mte. I 
could now form, was to leave my lodg- 
ing before he could rctura to town, an^ 
remove into fomc obfcure^oufe in the 
fuburbs ; and that as foon as JMr. South, 
who kindly undertook this . additional 
trouble) could learn that he was come 

back. 
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back, I (hould fet out divcQiy on my 
journey. We were not without hopes^ 
that as my Lord had taken his ufual 
retinue with him, the pcribn employed 
to watch his arrival in London, might 
learn fome pardcularsof the fituation of 
my aunt's houfe, that would ferve to 
diredt us, and fave a very difficult, and, 
perhaps, a very tedious fearch after it. 

My travelling equipage was fent away, 
and every tiling fettled for my conti- 
nuance at my lodging, till I imagined 
Lord Dorcheftcr might be coming back; 
for I liked the people of the houfe too 
well to leave them while I could avoid 
it. Their humanity endeared them to 
me; they had gathered fo much light 
into my fituation, by circumftances mat 
had fallen within their obfervation, that 
I thought myfelf obliged to acquaint 
them with a little more, left they (hould 
have received impreilions that might 
make them difcontented with my conti- 
nuing in their houfe. This Mr. South 
performed ; and though he told them 
very few particulars, yet their good na« 
tore appeared very confpicuoufly on the 
occafion, and their grcateft wifti was* to 
amufe me. But in this they could not 

fuccecd 
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fucced fo eafily, as in making tbehf h^ufe 
perfeftly convenient. To relieve the anx- 
iety of my mind, wasrefervcd for others, 
who, for the time they were with me, 
did it effeftually, and infpired me with 
a joy which on my own account I cqukl 
not have felt. 

Sir Charles Lifdale came to town two 
days -after Lord Dorchefter left it, and 
not finding his Lordfhip, went to Liady 
Paleftinc's, where he heard my whole 
hiftory, and, defirous of feeing me, was 
direfted by her to my lodgings. 

Sir Charles dirc6lly came to my lodg- 
ings, and fending up his name, afl^ed 
leave to wait on me; a permifllon I readily 
granted ; and he was brought up ftairs 
with a young lady who I perceived to 
be a daughter of Captain Traverfe, and 
confequently received her with pleafure, 
I was glad to obferve more chearfulnefs 
in Sir Charles's countenance than when 
we laft met. He accofted me with faying, 
*' he was <!omc to claim the friendlhip 
*' I had once offered him. That time, 
^^ abfence, and defpair, had made him 
** more reafonable, and brought him to 
^* fee that he was prefumptuous in aim- 
^* ing to poflefs me, and not thinking 

*! that 
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** that ^my' acquaint:ance and converfa- 
-** rion was more happinefs than he me- 
** ritcd.*' I told him, " mine would be 
^' greater if he would ceafe to flatter, 
** an cffefl* which I might hope from 
*^ the* improvement of his reafon, of 
•* which heboafted, finceit muft make 
** him know» that in what he faid he 
**.far exceeded the truth, and might 
•« incline him to believe that he like- 
.*^ wife exceeded my credulity/' 

Hi5 anfwered, that " I had much mit 
" taken the office of reafon, if limagin- 
" ed it had altered his opinion of me, it - 
s^* had cOnly made him nr^orc fcnfible of 
** hi^ demerits, which (hewed too mu<ih 
" inequality, between us to give him the 
^' leaft roqm for hope. But,'* conti- 
nued he, taking the young lady who ac- 
companied him by the hind^ ^* Jet ttic 
•"beg your friend (hip for one who has 
i*« kindly Toothed my griefs, and turned 
" my difappointment into" happinefs.'* 
I was overjoyed at thefe words ; 1 gather- 
>ed from them that they either were ali-ea- 
^y. Of were to be united. - I. embraced 
and 'congratulated befr with tranfporr. 
She had fo favourable a profpeft of hap- 
pinefs, both from Sir Charles's good qua- 
lities. 
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Ihies, and the afflHiencc; of his fortune, 
that oothiftg could giv« me more plea- 
furci (he blulherf/in appearance, from 
excefs of fatisfaftion, and looked tip at 
him with fo much love and.gratixude as 
charmed tne. I could, not remain long 
without cxprcffing a defire^to know how 
this, uni^ wap; brought about, which 
feem<d.tp me.as impofliblc as- aoy thing 
fould be- Sir Charles aflured me • h^ 
would gratify, my curiofity, which he 
did M i;be following words. 

" When you deprived me of all hopes 
?.'. of obt^iningy our affjeftion, having no 
** longer .any ..pieafiir^ or i'nterefl: in foci- 
" ety^^qs^y 'Oinly^t.aim wa^ an abfolutc re- 
** . tirem^m, till my.paflioili (hould be fo 
•*^ mi^ph.moderaM as tp allow me to 
*' en(^ure iCQmpany, and to enable me to 
« , be, fit: for it. ,To fcQure fuch aretreat 
' ^\ it;?v5a|^ntQeflary tochufe fonvc place 
*Vw.here)IiWa&not k^town. Thi§ led 
*« ait ^0 ithe borders df .Wales, as the 
** moft; promifing for the folitude I 
** fought. ,It anfwered.my hopes. I 
" , found a little cottage, fituated to my 
*S wi(b^ for -ev^ry thing* arpund it^ap* 
^' peared as defolatjB ^smyimiad. ; jLeft 
;^, I i^Quld be troubled wi^tih vifitsfrom 
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f* any gentleman in the neighboJurhood, 
" I concealed my name, and pifled for 
^^ a man driven thither by poverty and 
•* diffrcfs ; a certain melanehory in my 
^^ air created this report, and I would 
**• not contradift it, ^ for nothing could 
" better favour my ternp^n None arc 
•' fo fure of negle<5t as the poor ; they 
•* may enjoy an abfolute foHuide in the 
*' moft populous city ; therefor^ it is not 
*' wonderful, if no one brolce in upon 
•* my time and reflexions. However, I 
«^ had not been there long before I be- 
*^ came acquainted with Captain Tra- 
" vcrfe's f;imily,Wh6fe cifcumftances ap- 
" peared to correfpc^nd witft-n^mc. Lit- 
♦* tie inclined to extend our thouglu^ be- 
« yond ourfelves, we were made knowii 
•^ to each other, only by fitting in the 
** fame pew at church, without which 
** circumftance, perhaps, we (hould have 
** remained ignorant that there was any 
•* unhappy perfons in tht neighbour- 
•* hood, befides ourfelves. After we had 
*< been obliged to fpeak civilly to each 
«« other, by thefc means, he one day in- 
** vited me to go home with him^ after 
«* church. Hiked the manner of his be- 
« haviouf, and wels well diipofed to ac- 
^ ** cept 
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** cept his invitation. Towards evening, 
^* he alkcd nac if I would drink a little 
** milk," adding, ** it might feeoi an 
^' odd queftion, but it was the osly of- 
'•' fer he could make me, having neither 
•* tea nor wine, for they were too expen- 
** five for perfons in his circunaftances; 
*^ who wanted all the little money they 
** had to furnilh them witK more neceffa* 
•* ry things. I was greatly pleafcd to fe^ 
** with what eafe they denied themfelve* 
" the fmall indulgence which the loweft 
^' people enjoy. I would gladly have in- 
«* creafed their income, iHIt Ife:ared to 
*5 make myfelf fufpeft^ of being Je& 
«* poQrthanJwa$tnought,whichIwifh- 
*' ed to avoid till I knew whether they 
*' were to be trufted. Finding them very 
** agreeable, I ufed frequently to vifit 
** them, and they often returned it* I 
*• received great pleafure from their foci- 
** ety, and was more charmed with them 
<* as my acquaintance with their tempers 
** and conduft increased* This young 
^< bdy particularly, I found fo amiable 
" in her difpofition, as, joined with her 
** beauty, to make me feel all the regard 
** of a friend towards ben Sheihewe^ 
«< the fame atteodoosto me ; norwere her 

** parents 
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** parents offended with our innocent af- 
" re^ioh. She was always ertiployed ei- 
•* tbcr in attending her mother, taking 
^* careof the family or working for them. 
** i admired the alacrity and good fenfe 
*' with which Ihe performed herdiffercnt 
•* duties, and became her companion in 
•' many cf them. With very great diffi- 
** culty I prevailed on the captain to fuf- 
•' fer me to join my little family with 
*' theirs, on condition I (hould pay half 
?• the expences of the whole. He ob- 
^' jcftcd that this was more than my (hare, 
**i and that he feared there was great fi- 
*^ mlthude in our eit cumftances. How- 
" c^eri at laft I fuccerfed, and we be- 
** came one family. They let me bring 
*• books there, and thofe that were at 
*^ work would often lift en to me while 
** I read aloud v -niy lovely Fanily n>oft 
^*'of allV tho* when wcf werealone the 
" time was feldom giv^n to bo^ks; I 
•^ ufed to lament at my misfortunes, 
•* communicated to her the paffion with 
" which my heart was filled, concealing 
'* none of the truth but^niy'na4Ti€ and 
** fprtuiib, 'leiivitig her to imagine that 
« my ill fuccefs proceeded frtun m/po.* 
•♦ vcrty. With how much good fenfc 

" fhe 
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** lhecw<JuUicddeavou*r>tolhewme the 
?^injgccflity3 of ceh^uering jiiy. love»^ 
*^ .Wfith what gentle, fwcctnefd. would 
if flat try to c<)mfort me! How;tenderly 
^ did file join with mc in my conv^ 
♦' plaints, tand cndcayour- to foothe 
*f ttena ! ilt is imfjoffible I can ever re- 
i! qoinlpeoce kcr for the excefliv^ good- 
^^ [ jacfsflieflicwed rae,: . lanaafriiid her 
^^ fJcind bdhayiow tfa-ppted ©ne tp teize 
iV'hear ihe more with my y a^afinef^^ I 
*« Celt fo nauch'ple&fure in ^elng cdmi- 
" fortsd byher,>sledm^ tp eiiepurige 
*«.my diftrefs. . , . j' • .,:.\. * 
; V.I had not leqg mjld^ partiipfthis 
*^ .aitiiable fimiJy> .vvhen G^pt^miTj-^^ 
*' .v«rlp^ wcxit tp:t*0nid<ai, . Jqu alwiidy 
*' knpiy what^reyy him.thitheri and the 
*• ill fypcels of his.folicitations* as Well 
*' .a§;the: unexpected. ble^Tings whjch^ 
^! JUofd D(*Qheft?r-$ gehQfpfuy>eliow-» 
** . ^d upon hicn. 1 h%d utiderfaken; to 
^ fupply hh ,care oy-er. )iis>r.chfldrc^*9 

V fti^di^s . ddafing his abfence, /which 

V proved an ; agreeable amufen^nt to 
** mei ^S 1 did not aiSt Jhc part of a 
** rfchp^l.-inpafter Ipngepougl^rfor it to 

V Jofe thcjplj^fur^ oCiWOVrily. A^f 
•V th wgnt^jtgftve .%{:uri>itpmy.thpHght9^ 
•'1 and wa3,:^|{icreby,:;|0f fervice to me; 

*«'Lord 
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^^ Lord Dotcheftcr*s letter broke in 
^* iif>on tbe^peaceI:begaa to acc|uire> 
^-* hYtohbmgmt af^\lmyc6m]^m6ns. 
•f His cb^trader fufficicntiy convirifcetJ 
^ me that he had fome generous defigh 
** in fending for thenn, tho'.he hahted 
" itbutdarkly in his letter. Thiscould 
** not rdcompenceme for their Jofsj as 
•* 1 was ttiy felf abte t6 relieve AcIp dif- 
^ treSk^ tod wasdetermmed, aftejrbe- 
? inglongef acquainted with theirme- 
** rits, to have made them eafy. My 
•* Fartny pronufed not to let a poft pafs 
** without acquainting me with the 
** eyeiit ofi their journey^ and was as 
^ good as tier Word, l^hejoyandgra- 
f* tittide expreflecl in^hcr letter^ made 
'** me envy- Lord DorcKcfter the ple^- 
^-^ fure of having conferred fo noble an 
^* obligation on people who had hearts 
^ to fed itfd fenfibly and eftedna it fo 
•• jufHy. -The captain's- convenieitce 
^ would no longer fuflfer therti t^4ive 
" at fo great a' diftance from Landbrl> 
*• they therefore hired a hbufe about 
- " twenty miles from it, which his Lbtd- 
^ fhipfurnHhedverygenteeljrfortbcJm. 
•* As mf Fanny and f lcept\(p a vtry 
f< conftant'c6rrefJ>6hdi?hiEei I Hfrai frc- 
^* qucnriy folicited tdfoirfake'niy dc- 

'^ folate 
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^^ 'M$k felitude^ Wd once mbrfc' make 
^.*: part of theif family; At firft^ mfekn- 
*' choly wiSTriorepowfcfrful thaiH their. 
" pei;fuafions, and I ndfiflfed them •, but I 
f^' fooft began ito ftcicufe nftyfelf of obftina- 
♦* cy, and, 6t\ thrir aflbring me that they 
i^ikirtd ejftremelf reifrddv I tonftnttd, 
•<! V^ %crft to be ^'witnefs '<)Jr, and cbn- 
*5^.'iecfaeirtly a '(h^erTn^f hapjiineft, it 
** vrhioh«iWfie«c^|a?riVc^WiohaVenocbe^^ 
« fom feltthe cruel diftrefles they had en- 

« dur^i /. ^ r ' 

' ^ -Btft I'had'not^^njoyed this fatij^c- 
^ tSbn Iftafty dip^ before I was taken ill 
•* of a fever. My F^nhy was mw my 
^ ■<:onftant ifrieft^ and tender nuffe, in'd 
«-feemi:ki tbfdrgetthegerienalhappirtefs 
« in a humane <ioncern foi^ what I'fuf- 
" fered. My fever increafed,' till I grew 
** lo ^ttj il^that it appeared propel^ to 
^ fend for a phyfician. He thought 
*-^ ittij^ life in gteat danger, which decla- 
•• ration made my fair nurfeinconfolablei 
** The affliAion in which flie appeared, 
** touched me exceffively. I rancied I 
" faw in It afoftef palEon than frieRdfhip. 
** Nd one can be truly fcnfible of the 
^ pleafure of being beloved, but he who 
^ has felt all the pangs of an unfuccefs- 

*» ful 
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f ' ful pafHoiK .:iTfci€:boptfs?I;Haia ^Qtiaed, 
f increafed; my iicgjard ^nd/efteetnjfor 
^ ** her ;: and ; one dajs as. {htvi^asi fitting 
•' by my bed-ftcie, I jiold.her, that her 
?V incQpip^r^bl^gpodaefehad c<!mq«cred 
" the grief wu.h.whi<;:h 'my hwrtrwas 
** filled, when; tfirft fcnew l^er^ ii^kad 
V t^kcn th^ piacfc qf> loye I/ihowghc 
^\ ejternaUither€jfos*e(hft|ftuft^<«5^ 
*' . (f , jieiicefwward ' | QqmplaMa^d <^ no 
*^ palfion bufone for her, and Ifl^auld 
** eftecm myfelf very happy if (Jje vfduld 
*' take her ufual^painsto copiffltt me. 
^< She looked ftedfaftlyf>n,n)% a|id.|:bctt 
** . falling tO; noy fery arxt;i who, w^s a% dhe 
^< Other end of J thq rooro^ •(he]t'Ofld:him 
*' my fcnfcs wandered, and defired him 
** to. repeat the laft niedicine, I affurcd 
«* her that ^they were never mptc per- 
*' feftjandy after fonie titiiflic^K^iVinoed 
^* her ]that I jfpokie ^niy real and fobe.r fenp- 
** timcnts. SJie thjert. Bw-fl: ii)to -te^r^, 
** and begged I would npjiffty. ai^y thing 
** that might incrcafe hex; afeitiftni or 
<* make my company give her more plea- 
" fure, at a jy qCture^wbcq jt was vf ry un* 
" certain how. long ^flie.(hQi|id enjoyr it.- 
" This kind reception pf my dcf;laration 
« rendered fne incapable of o^yinghferv 

" and 
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** and my mclaFi^hdly Aliuitidn fo Mt- 
*' ened her a)in4i tha^ ihe r^tuitaed it ill 
* ' thic moft, endcaiijag m^nncri * I w-^wld 
** notdifcoyerttiyrealcircunjftainoqs^jdc- 
" firous to try heraffedion totbeUtmofti 
" Her joy appeared very fincere indeed; 
" on being aflured I was oujt of danger. 
«' Thcprogrefs of nf^jiiPQcpvecygav^feer 
^\ as much fatisfaftionj^ her i^tisfa^iion 
•* did me- . I continue^ my addrcfles to 
*' her V but I found her return kfs tcn- 
*' der as I grew better in health, whjch 
/* made me tell her that I wiflied myfelf 
** fick again. However, J.h^d no peal 
« caufcforcompiaip^,., I p€Fceiv^<J ihe 
<* put fptpeconftraintonherfelf, tQ. alter 
<< a behaviour which (he thoughyuftifia- 
** bleonly during my illnefs, when mere 
" compaflion required a {hew of tender- 
•* nefs. ^ 

" As foon as I got well, I propofed 
*' to marry her. She begged me not to 
*« think of it, for (he could n^tppffibly 
*' agree to add to my diftrefles.by mak- 
*' ing me poorer; and thought we then 
" lived happily in the innocent affurancc 
*> ofeachpther'saffeftion. Asjhis. was 
f* an objedion I could ^aiily retripyej k 
" did not make me alcer my defign/, but 
'" . *' before 
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" before I oonftfled my real name, I 
^♦- was defirous of trying the degree of 
f^ eftiniarion in whkh I was held by 
♦* Optain Traverle, by making my pro- 
f* pofal of becoming his fon in-law, be- 
^* fore he was acquainted with my for- 
^« tune. But wWlc I was preparing to 
^ put this fch^mfc in execution, my 
^ thoughts received a new turn. My 
♦* ficknefs had prevented me iiom hav- 
*' ing much oonverfation in the family •, 
•* but now, being well enough to afibci- 
^ ate with them, I was talking with the 
^* Captain on the change in his affairs^ 
^* when he mentioned Lord Dorchcftcr's 
^ Lady* Having left him a batchelor, 
** I was curious to know who (he was, 
«* perhaps the more fo for the jcaloufy I 
** had always entertained of him, think- . 
*' ing that I perceiveci he was favoured 
<*'by you. The defcription they gave 
^ me, and the raptures they were all 
n in wheA they mentioned your beauty 
** and every circumftance of your be* 
^^ haviour, convinced me my happy ri- 
«^ val had triumphed. Tho' I thought 
^ my paflion over, yet I own I was fo 
^ much affefted with this news, that I 
^* could not contain myfelf. I had grown 

•' eafy 
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** eafy by looking on you as a being far 
*^ above us , one defigned tO be adored* 
*' but not poflefled ; one to whom all 
*' mankind, as well as myfelf, muft pay 
^' an unavailing worfliip, and fubmitted 
•f patiently to the general fate -, but I 
*' found I could not bear to think ano- 
•* ther cf^oyed a happinefs I believed 
*« above a mortal. 

•* My deareft Fanny will fuffer me to 

*« repeat this, as my emotions were too 

** vifible not to be perceived by her, who 

** cruelly made me afhamed of my be- 

** haviour by the mofl; generous tender- 

** nefs. She guefled you were the wo- 

** man whom I hadcrften defcribed, while 

" fhe was the confidante of my paflion. 

" Inftead of reproaching me for harbour- 

" ing in my , breaft the fparks of any 

" other love than her's, (he ufed all her 

'« foftnefs to comfort me, while (he ten- 

" derly grieved for my misfortune and 

** her own. Thus was I cured of my 

** relapfe, and in a few. days reftored to 

" my peace of mind, ceafing to envy 

" Lord Dorchefter his divine Sachari(ra> 

<' and happy in my lovely and tender 

" Amoret. Hcrfather declared he could 

Vol. IL N « refufe 
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*' refufe me nothing, but adyifbd us not 
^^ to marry; however, finding us re- 
*' folvcd, he confented. I then gave 
" them all an exadl: account of my cir- 
*' cumftances, which you may imagine 
*' did not abate the fatisfadion then 
*' reigning in the family. I remained 
•* with them at their country houfe till 
** two days ago, that I ventured to come* 
^ and congratulate you and Lord Dor- 
*' chefter on your union. Youmayima- 
** gine how much I was furprized to 
«' find it was not compleated ; but could 
** not forbear coming hither to introduce 
^* to you my Fanny, who made me the 
*« happieft of men about a week ago, by 
<* becoming my wife. And now, Ma- 
** dam, like all other romances, mine 
" mull end with wedlock ; but perm.it 
*' me to hope we fhall never be fo much 
«' tired of each other as you muft be of 
« us both in this long ftory." 

Sir Charles was much miftaken, for I 
was never lefs fo. I was overjoyed at 
acquiring two amiable friends, and at 
feeing him fo happy. For once I re- 
flefted with pleafure on the inconftancy 
of mankind, fince it had been fo fortu- 
nate to him. I ought not to confine the 

happinefs 
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happinefs of it entirely to Sir Charles, as I 
have received fo much from itmyfelf ; for 
the friendftiip which has everfincefubfift- 
ed -between me. Sir Charles, his lady, and 
her amiable family, I have always efteem- 
ed one of the moft pleafing circumftances 
of my life. 



CHAP. L. 

1H0PE your Ladylhip now thinks 
it time, after Co long a digreffion, to 
return to Lord Dorchefter ; for I (hould 
be forry to carry you fo tedious a jour- 
ney, without you undertook it willingly $ 
and yet, having little to fay of myfelf 
during that interval, I am under a ne- 
ccffity of doing it, left I fhould feem to 
have put in execution the lover's wilh^ 
and appear to have ^' annihilated both 
** fpace and time to. make two lovers 
•' happy.'* Lord Dorchefter travelled 
moft expeditioufly to my aunt's cottage. 
He found her reclined on a couch, the 
ferenity of her countenance changed into 
the moft dejected air, and her frelh com- 
N 2 plcxion 
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plexion into a fickly pale. He came fo 
gently to the door, that (he ^id not hear 
him till he was entering the threfliold. 
As foon as flie faw him, ihe ftarted up, 
and, with eyes that fhot forth impatience 
and anger, but not without a mixture 
of joy, cried out, " where is my child ? 
** where is my Ophelia ?'* 

The alteration Lord Dorchefter per- 
ceived in her, awakened fo fevere a fcnfe 
of the injury he had done her, that he 
was diftreffed and confounded, and could 
utter no more than " Ihe is well ; forgive 
" me. Madam, forgive me!^' 

" Thank heaven!** cried my aunt, 
with hands and eyes lifted towards the 
heaven fhe thanked, " my child is well !*' 
and then burfting into a flood of tears, 
funk down on the couth, where (he re- 
mained fome time, not too much afFeded 
to utter now and then ^ grateful ejacu- 
lation, which would force it's way in 
fpite of the tears that almoft fufFocated 
her. 

My Lord was too much moved to in- 
terrupt her till this painful excefs of joy 
was abated ; and then could do nothing 
but aik her forgivenefs for all the un- 

eafinefs 
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cafinefs he muft have given her j pro- 
tefting his defire of making her all pof- 
fible reparation. " As the firft proof 
**^ of it,** faid Ihe, " let me know whe- 
" ther you give me a poflibility of p^r- 
*' doning you, by having the lead tide 
** to it. Inform me of every particular 
** fince you robbed me of my dear child, 
•* the delight and only fupport of my 
" life. But before you entef into a 
" detail which may take up time, firft 
** tell me where (lie is ? what is her fi- . 
•* tuation? and whether (he flill does 
** honour to the Ciire I took to inftruft 
•* her in the precepts of Religion and 
** Virtue, that I may be better able to 
•« liften to the reft ?" 

In thefe points Lord Dorchefter gave 
her full fatisfaftion ; and then proceeded 
to relate the whole in order, only was 
at a lofs to know how I became ac- 
quainted with his defign. He endea- 
voured to excufe himfelf on account of 
his prejudices againft matrimony, and 
expatiated on his objections to it, con- 
cluding, by telling her, that " his love 
'** had conquered them all, and to be 
<* united to me was the wifh reareft 
N 3 " his 
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*' his heart; and that I had hitherto 
•* been inflexible, and, rriore mercilefs 
•* than Heaven, would not pardon the 
•* fincere penitent/* " You could not 
•' have faid any thing which could have 
** have given me fo fincere a pleafure," 
replied my aunt, *' lince this proves my 
•' niece's principles to be fuch as I wilh 
" them. Heaven, indeed, forgives the 
" fiocere penitent ; but then the heart 
" is there laid open, and the fincerity 
** of it is well known. Ophelia cannot 
*' have the fame aflurance of your's ; 
" even yourfelf cannot ; we often mif- 
" take the eflfefts of difappointed paC- 
«' fion for real virtue. If the innocence 
« and unfeigned piety of fo fine a young 
" creature could not change your heart, 
** how can one fuppofc any thing elfe 
« will have that power. You tell me 
*' (he loves you ; therefore may "be fure 
*' her paffions plead in your favour, and 
" could her reafon give a fanftion to 
<' them, ftie would concur with your 
« wilhes. That it has ftrength fuffi- 
** cient to- conquer the inftigations of 
" her love, and the perfuafions of her 
*' lover", raifcs her in my efteem, and 



gives 



/ 

itized by Google 



OPHELIA.' 271 

" gives me a pleafure that almoft repays 
*' me for what I have fufFered on her 
" account. Does not this noble com- 
*' mand over herfelf, this fteady adher- 
" ence to every virtuous principle,** 
continued fhe, " make you blufli at the 
•' remembrance of your defignto debafe 
" fo much excellence ? A little reflec- 
" tion, my Lofjd, will Ihew you the^ 
" falfe principles on which you have 
*' founded your objedlions to matrimony. 
^' Are yoii of fo perverfe a nature, that 
*' a conformity to the laws of God and 
*' \n2Lt\ muft rob fociety of all it's 
'^ charms ? And muft the convcrfation 
*^ of one who loves you, lofe all it's 
'' merit, as foon as it can be enjoyed 
** without a crime ? Surely no man can 
" be fo abandoned as to own fuch de- 
«' praved fentiments ! You are, it feems, 
" difgufted with the behaviour of many 
" wives ; would you therefore, to mend 
" a woman's conduft, learn her to de- 
" fpife all ties, human and divine j and 
" to render her an amiable and valua- 
" ble companion, inftruft her in vice ? 
*' Is that a means of teaching her to ac- 
*^ .quit herfelf of the duties of fociety, 
N 4 « and 
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•* and the tenderer obligations of more 
•• intimate connexions. Another of 
*• your arguments againft marriage is 
*' little better than a profe paraphrafe 
"of 

Love, light as air, at fight of human ties,, 
Spreads its light wings, and in a moment 
flies. 

•V With all the abandoned rhapfody of 
•* voluptuous vice. You talk of free- 
** dom and equality in a fituation which 
•' entirely abolilhes both. What can 
•' rendt^r a woman fo much your flave, 
*• as having given up her fair fame, 
♦' and that fweet peace that goodnefs 
*' bofoms ever, to gratify your mean 
«* paffions ? Where then is the equality 
*• between you ? You have in your 
*^ power every pleafurc but felf-appro- 
*^ bation; and; perhaps, the hardened 
" do not want that, while the woman 
** has nothing left her but your love, 
«* which it is more her intereft to keep, 
<«, even by little defpicable arts, than it 
*' could be in any other fituation. As 
^^ foon as reafon begins to return, in 
*' what light do you imagine (he herfelf 

"muft 
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•* muft fee the man who has robbed her 
** of every bleffing in life ? Muft (lie 
*' not grow uneafy under fuch circum- 
*' ftances, and deteft the ungenerous 
**. mind that could draw her into an ac- 
** tion whole confequcnces were to her 
** fo grievous, and to him fo trifling, 
*' that unlefs honour makes him,. rather 
*' than defert the woman he has ruined, 
'* endure the effcfts of her afflifted 
^^, heart, and the fretfulnefs which na- 
** turally arifes from it, he is under no 
** worldly difadvantage/* 

Lord Dorchefter liftcned with all the 
humility of a fchool-boy to his monitor, 
and gave her no interruption, but, with 
a doleful face, and a fimple flieepiflinefs 
that he never felt before, cried, now 
and then, *' very true. Madam ; right, 
** Madam •, to be lure. Madam i* and 
fuch like fentences of mild and bafhful 
■approbation; till my aunt thought it 
cruel to humble him any longer, into 
fuch a fneaking repentant boy. When 
fhe ended her fcrmon, he aflured her 
that he was perfeftly convinced of the 
truth of all fhe had faid, a(nd protefted, 
with an air of fincerity that almoft con- 
N 5 vinced 
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vinced her, that " if he might have the 
** free choice, whether he (hould have 
" her niece for his wife or miftrefs, he 
" fhould not hefitate a moment, but 
^' prefer that ftate which {hould fecure 
*' her from the cenfure of the world, 
" and the reproaches of her own con- 
*« fcience." He abjured his paft lerrors, 
Ihewed the fallacies which had given rife 
to them, and confuted his own argu- 
ments fo much more forcibly than my 
aunt could do, that (he was touched 
with his candour, and grieved for the 
pernicious education and examples which 
had created any blemifhes in a mind 
that fcemed naturally virtuous and up- 
right. When he had fucceedcd thus 
far, it was not very difficult to move a 
heart by nature tender, and foftened by 
affliftion; The excefs of his grief ex- 
cited her compaffion, and pity- had 
fome ftiare in making her promife to 
accompany him^^ though^ when (he did 
it, (he imagined her only motive was 
the defire of feeing me. During their 
journey, his di(trefs prevailed on her 
to undertake to obtain his forgivenefs. 
He did not doubt but my regard for 

her. 
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her, and the high opinion I had both 
of her judgment and principles, would 
make me fubmit to her perfuafions, 
efpecially as he was joo fcnfible they 
correfponded with the fecrct, though 
fupprefled wiflies of my heart. Whea 
they arrived in London, I had, ac- 
cording to, the plan I had formed, left: 
my lodging, and to fave my kind land- 
lady the pain of telling a falfliood, did 
not acquaint her with the place which 
I intended for my afylum. Mr. South, 
to avoid being importuned to difcover 
my abode, changed his habitation like- 
wife, and chofe one whom he could 
truft, to watch Lord Dorchefter's com- 
ing to town. His fpy performed his 
office fo well, that he heard it the 
night of his arrival, and was told by 
him that he faw my Lord hand a lady 
out of his chariot. 

Mr. South aflced me " if I did not 
*' imagine from this, my Lord had 
" fucceded, and, in reality, brought 
*^ up my aunt?'* I could not believe 
there was a poffibility of her giving fuch 
a fandtion to his .paft condudj how- 
ever. 
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ever, I wilhed to be entirely certain : I 
. dared not, indeed, conlcnt that Mr. 
South (hould venture to Lord Dorche- 
fter*s, left, by watching him, my retreat 
might be ditcovered, as it was before ; 
but told him, that as they would natu- 
rally go to my old lodgings, if my Lord 
had really prevailed on her to accompany 
him, we might gain fome intelligence 
irom thence. Mr. South went thither 
accordingly the next morning, and learnt 
that ** Lord Dorchefter, and a lady, 
" whom they found by their difcourfe 
•* was my aunt, came there as foon as 
** they entered London, and afking for 
•' me, were under the greateft conftema- 
•* tion at hearing I was gone from 
** thence.** The good woman told 
them my motive, but at the fame time 
affured them (he knew not to what place 
I was removed. TJ pon this information, 
they went away much difappointed, af- 
ter having promifed her any reward if 
Ihe could contrive a means of finding 
me out. She told them " fhe wanted 
" no other inducement to do that, than 
*• the plcafure I fliould receive from 

** feeing 



itized by Google 



OPHELIA. 177 

*« feeing an aunt I fcemed to love fa 
*« tenderly/* 

As I was at a very great diftance from 
my old lodgings, Mr. South thought 
that to go back to me would be rob- 
bing me of fome hours of joy, and 
therefore, inftead of returning, went to 
Lord Dorchefter, where he found his 
Lordlhip and my aunt, concerting mea- 
fures for finding me. The fight of 
him was moft welcome to the former ; 
with delight he received him, and in- 
treated him " to inform an anxious 
•* parent, and the ftill tenderer anxiety 
*' of a lover, where I was ?'* 

As this was the intent of Mr. Souths 
vifit, he immediately complied, and of- 
fered to guide them to me. The 
equipage was fent for, and Hopped at 
my door, fometime after my impa^ 
tience for the account I expefted Mr. 
South to bring had fixed me to the win- 
dow in hopes of feeing him arrive. 

At the fight of my aunt, I ran to 
meet her ; and we received each other 
with an embrace from which the fpec- • 
tators thought we could never be dif- 
engaged. 1 had already felt how much 

the 
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the imagination falls ftiort of the rea- 
lity in forrow,^ I now found it as poor 
a mirror of our joy. The extacy I 
was in, at feeing one fo inexpreffibly 
dear to me, far exceed the force of 
fancy, and a long time pafled in re- 
joicing at the felicity we felt, before I 
took notice of the perfon who accom- 
panied my aunt. 

My Lord looked on me with tender- 
nefs and grief, but with an anxious ti- 
meroufnefs that rendered him filentr 
My aunt obferving it, as foon as we 
could think of any thing but the joy 
of meeting, told me, *^ flbe had under- 
taken to plead, what I Ihould think 
a bad caufe, unlefs^I would allow 
repentance wafbed away fin." She 
then proceeded JLo fay, " fhe thought 
** Lord Dorchefter had fuffered fo much 
" he dcferved to be forgiven," I ob- 
jefted all I had before faid to myfelf 
and others on the occafion. I arraigned 
his principles and condudl with more 
feverity, I believe, for finding- he had 
an advocate V for I felt a fatisfadion 
in hearing him a little excufed. My 
aunt's' arguments were much jhe fame 

with 
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with Mifs Baden's, and would not have 
proved more efficacious, had it not 
been eafier to influence niy heart. than 
to convince my reafon. Her opinion 
gave a fanftion for rny yielding; I 
could call my weaknefs obedient j an 
opportunity of fo agreeably deceiving 
myfelf, daggered my rcfolution, and 
I began to liften with pleafure to the 
apology my aunt made for him. 

As foon as Lord Dorchefter had per- 
ceived me wavering between reafon and 
love, to ftrengthen the party of the 
latter, he attacked me with the moft 
perfuafive importunity. Though my 
heart felt every fyllable he uttered, yet 
my mind was too much agitated to 
fufft^r my memory to retain what he 
faid 5 all I know is, that every word, ' 
every look, every aftion oi his, fpoke 
too much to be exprefled by any other. 
Such powerful eloquence was not to 
be for ever refitted ; unable to bear a 
longer continuance of the fcene, I cried 
out, " you have conquered all my 
" refolutions -, difpofe of the remain- 
<f der of my life as you pleafe \ my 

*' happinefs 
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** happinefs is in your hands ; I may 
** repent, but 1 find I muft comply !'* 

Lord Dorchefter's exccflive joy made 
me feel that pleafure in my confent 
which reafon had denied me. My fe- 
licity was perfcft in feeing 1 had made 
him happy ; I was infenfible to any 
dangers, with which my peace was 
threatened by his principles, while I 
had the infinite fatisfaflion of impart- 
ing happinefs to one that was dearer 
to me than myfelf ; I felt I was unwor- 
thy of a thought, mine were all en- 
grofled by him, every other objedt feem- 
cd beneath my care, and if he was happy 
I believed I muft be blefled. 

As foon as his Lord(hip*s extafies 
were a little over, my aunt turned to- 
ward him and faid, " my Lord, I have 
** done all you afked of me j I have 
** fuffered compaflion, and that weak 
** fympathy, which I believe all feel 
*' for the pains of lovers, who have 
•^ thehifelves known the pangs of love, 
" to conquer my opinion. I have per- 
•* fuaded the only joy of my heart, 
•* arid blcfling of my age, to an uni^ 

« on 
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" on <<rith a man whofe principles I 
*' always lcx)ked upon as an. infallible 
" fource of unhappinefs to the wo- 
*^ man whofe fate muft depend upon 
•* them. I never faw any thing but 
« repentance fucceed a marriage with 
" a rake; and yet compaffion tor you, 
" and, indeed, for my niece, whofe 
** fondnefs for you is but too vifible, 
** through all the refolution the , has 
*' affumed, has made me plead your 
•• caufe, and prevail in it. I feared 
•' for her, the grief which would have 
*' fucceeded the (harper pains of fepa- 
" ration. I, who have felt it, know 
** how hardly life is^ fupported under 
*** a load of forrow. I pitied you for 
•* having a worthy mind fo corrupted. 
" Can you do lefs, my Lord, than 
«* reward Ophelia's Jove and my com- 
** paffion, by preferving the principles 
** you now profefs, and by keeping the 
** flrifteft guard over yourfelf, left you 
«* fhould again deviate from the path of 
*' virtue ? I know you are no^ ab- 
*« folutely a rake, and therein I place 
^* my hopes." 

Your 
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Your Ladylhip may imagine Lord 
Dorchefter was not fparing of his pro- 
mifes. He defended himfelf from the 
imputation of a rake, though he con- 
fefled his principles had been very 
defeftive, and gave her every aflur-^ 
ance that could make her eafy-, and 
what is more extraordinary, he fulfilled 
them all^ and rendered the reft of our 
lives a fcene of blifs ; though I con- 
fcfs it was not immediately I could de- 
pend on my own happinefs. I feared 
reverfes, which would be more feverely 
felt for the felicity I enjoyed. . But time 
banifhed my apprehenfions, and taught 
me that a mind naturally good may be 
clouded for a time, but will recover its 
original luftre, and Ihake off the bad 
influence of vicious examples, and the 
erroneous opinions of the faftiionable 
world, if it has the good fortune to fuf- 
fer fufficiendy by them. But as that 
does not happen fo often as one could 
wi(h, for the reformation of mankind, 
and it is difficult to know when a per- 
fon has been fufficicntly puniflied to 
cfFcft their amendment, mine was a 

dangerous 
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dangerous trial, and, I think, my im- 
prudence in making it, defcrved a pu- 
nifhment rather than a reward ; which 
has increafed my gratitude to Heaven for 
a ftate of happinefs which 1 by no means 
merited. 

Lord Dorchefter, to gratify himfelf 
in his darling pleafure for doing good, 
procured a very confidcrable preferment 
for Mr. South, and behaved with the 
utmoft generofity to my aunt;' he fet- 
tled a very handfome income on her ; 
and to gratify both her and me, made 
fuch additions to her little cottage, as 
gave us the power of accompanying her^ 
thither, where we fpent three months 
in every year, which, in the opinion of 
us all, was the time when we enjoyed 
the moft petfeft happinefs, as we were 
there free from all interruptions. 

Lord Dorchefter was very defirous of 
knowing how I became acquainted with 
his defigns on me -, but I made his 
giving a folemn promife never to afk 
any queftions concerning it, one of the 
conditions of our marriage^ 1 feared 
his refentmcnt againftLord Larborough, 
had he been acquainted with the part 

he 
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he jMEled, and ihould have been very 
. forry if Lord Larborough had fuffered 
by making a difcovery that was fo for- 
tunate for me •, befides that Lord Dor- 
chefter might have been expofed to his 
Ihare of danger, had a quarrel enfued. 
Lord Larborough was, 1 believe, under 
no fmall apprehcnfions on finding what 
turn the affair had taken ; but I feized 
the firft opportunity of making him eafy, 
by giving my word that " I would con- 
*' ccal every thing he had done, in con- 
** fideration of the obligation he thereby 
*^ conferred on me, and that he might 
*• reft in perfedt fecurity in that parti- 
•« cular/* - 

> He returned me many thanks, aflur- 
ing me that " he would ever grate- 
•' fully acknowledge it ; •and, to pre* 
•' vent all poflibility of giving me any 
" future offence by a paffion he was 
" unable to ftifle, he would by degrees^ 
« break off his intimacy with my Lord> 
•* and avoid me as much as he could." 
This refolution he fteadily executed 5 
and before he died, which was two 
years after my marriage, he had almoft 
entirely dropped our acquaintance. Af- 
ter 
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ter hia death, a$ no danger could arife 
from it, I acquainted my Lord'with what 
he had too ftri^ a regard to his promife 
to have afked of me, telling him all 
that pafled between Lord liarbotough 
and myfelf, which, he faid, "' rendered 
" his Lordfliip rather the bbjeft of his 
" gratitude, than of his anger, fince 
*^ the happy cfFefts of what he- had 
" done excufed the intention.'* 

Having obeyed your Ladyfliip*s com- 
mands, I Ihall now lay afide my pen, 
without making any apology for be- 
in^ fo circumftantial, fince obedience 
to your orders made me fo ; but (hall 
grieve in filence that it was not in 
my power to render this little work 
more worthy of her who is to honour 
it with a perufaL If I have in fome 
places repeated compliments which 
lay me under an imputation of vanity, 
I hope you will confider it a^ the una- 
voidable confequence of telling one's 
own ftory with the fincerity you re- 
quired ; and as a neceflary thing, in or- 
der to keep up in my reader fuch an 
idea of my perfon, as may reprefent 

me 
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me more worthy of her attention, which 
you might have thought thrown away 
on a dowdy, and deprived me of the 
honour of fubfcribing niyfelf. 



Your Ladylhip's 

. ■» * * 

moft obedientjt 

humble fervant, 
Ophelia Dorchester. 
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